
The Family Violence  
Outcomes Framework
The FVOF was developed in 
consultation with metropolitan and 
regional sector representatives and 
first published in the 10-Year Plan. 
Since its release the FVOF has evolved 
as the delivery of the family violence 
reform continues to mature, improve 
and shift into embedding change,  
with three of the four domains 
undergoing change.
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Family violence and gender 
inequality are not tolerated

Victorians hold attitudes and beliefs that reject gender inequality and family violence 

Victorians 
understand the 
causes and forms  
of family violence, 
who is affected by 
violence, and the 
impact on victims

↑ Increased awareness of what constitutes violence

↑ Increased recognition of the significant impact of violence on victim 
survivors

↑ Increased awareness and understanding of the extent and impact 
of gender inequality

↑ Increased culture of challenging gender inequalities, across all settings 
and across all life stages 

↓ Decrease in attitudes that justify, excuse, minimise, hide or shift blame 
for violence 

↑ Increased visible rejection of violence by public and community leaders  
and in media

Victorians actively challenge attitudes and behaviours that enable violence

Victorians discuss  
and condemn  
violence through 
challenging rigid 
gender roles, gender 
inequality, sexism  
and discrimination,  
to break the cycle  
of violence

↓ Decrease in sexist and discriminatory attitudes 
and behaviours

↑ Increase in organisations and institutions with systems to 
support people who challenge sexism and discrimination

↓ Reduced reports of everyday stereotypes and sexism

↑ Increase in bystanders feeling supported to challenge sexism 
and discrimination

↑ Increase in positive bystander behaviour in the face of sexism 
and discrimination

↑
Increased confidence among men and boys to challenge 
their peer group when faced with disrespectful or hostile  
attitudes towards women

DOMAIN 1



Victorian homes, organisations and communities are safe and inclusive

The prevalence 
of violence is 
significantly reduced 
for all Victorians 
equally, and people 
live free of fear 

↑ Increased feelings of safety for people where they live, work, learn and play

↑ Increase in people feeling able, safe and willing to report violence

↑ Increase in the number of people who feel safe reporting discrimination 
and bullying

↓ Reduction in people subject to family violence

↓ Reduction in women subject to violence

↓ Reduction in the over-representation from particular groups 
experiencing violence

↑ Increased confidence in the systems and structures dedicated 
to preventing violence

↑ Increased number of organisations and institutions who model 
and promote inclusive behaviour

All Victorians live and practise confident and respectful relationships

Victorians are 
equipped with  
the knowledge 
and skills that  
inform and shape 
healthy, safe,  
equal and  
respectful 
relationships

↑ Increased understanding of what constitutes healthy, supportive 
and safe relationships

↓ Reduced exposure of young people to violence

↓ Decrease in prevalence of reported workplace and everyday sexism, 
sexual harassment and gender discrimination

↓ Decrease in acceptance of bullying or controlling behaviour

↑ Increased competence in interpersonal conflict resolution

↓ Reduction in experiences of discrimination

FVOF
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Early intervention prevents escalation 

People, including 
children and young 
people, at risk 
of witnessing or 
experiencing family 
violence are identified 
early and provided 
with effective early 
interventions

↑ Increase early identification of people, children and young people, 
at risk of family violence

↑ Increase in people receiving help and support following first disclosure

↓ Reduction in children and young people who experience or witness 
family violence

↓ Decrease in people experiencing family violence who were previously 
in contact with services or police

Families are safe and strong

The system 
intervenes early  
to prevent harm to 
children and young 
people and enables 
families to access 
effective support 
services when  
they need them

↓ Reduction in harm as a result of family violence

↓ Reduction in family violence amongst women who are pregnant 
or have a newborn

↓ Reduction in the level of risk for victim survivors immediately 
post-separation

↓ Reduce disruption to positive family connections

Victim survivors are safe

The system takes 
responsibility for 
managing risk, 
instead of placing 
the onus on victim 
survivors, including 
children and  
young people

↑ Increase feelings of safety for victim survivors

↑ Increase safety for victim survivors

↑ Increase in victim survivors who remain safe

↓ Reduction in medical presentations related to family violence

↓ Decrease family violence deaths

Victim survivors, vulnerable  
children and families are safe and 
supported to recover and thrive
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Victim survivors are heard and in control

Victim survivors, 
including children  
and young people, 
are always listened  
to,  believed and 
understood, and 
supported to take 
control of their 
immediate situation 
and make decisions 
about their future

↑ Increase self-referrals to family violence support services

↑ Increase in victim survivors’ confidence in the criminal justice system

↑ Increase in victim survivors feeling supported and understood

↑ Increase in victim survivors who know that the responsibility for the 
abuse sits with the perpetrator 

↓ Reduction in victim survivors who are re-victimised

Victim survivors rebuild lives & thrive

Disruption is 
minimised for victim 
survivors, including 
children and young 
people, with safe 
and secure housing, 
finances, employment, 
education and 
recovery from trauma 
available for as long 
as people need it

↓ Reduce disruption to education for children and young people 
affected by family violence

↑ Increase financial stability and independence for victim survivors

↑ Increase in victim survivors who have safe, secure, stable and 
affordable housing

↑ Increase in victim survivors who maintain strong cultural, family 
and community connections
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Perpetrators are held accountable, 
connected and take responsibility 
for stopping their violence

DOMAIN 3

Perpetrators stop all forms of family violence behaviour

Perpetrators understand the impact 
of their family violence in all its forms, 
including all abuse and coercive and 
controlling behaviour.  They take 
responsibility for their violence and 
choose to change their behaviours

↓ Reduction in all family violence behaviours

↑ Increase in perpetrators taking responsibility 
for changing their actions and behaviours

Perpetrators are held accountable for their behaviour

Perpetrators are held accountable 
and supported to be accountable for 
their behaviours, receiving the right 
responses at the right time through  
a coordinated web of accountability

↑ Increase appropriateness of type and timing of 
responses, including cultural responsiveness

↑ Increase engagement and retention of perpetrators 
in programs and interventions



Perpetrators have safe and healthy connections and relationships

Perpetrators are supported to sustain 
behaviour change through a focus  
on building protective factors, and 
improving their connections and 
relationships with their families, 
communities and society where  
it is safe to do so

↑ Increase the equity and safety of relationships

↑ Increase perpetrators’ overall wellbeing

FVOF
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Preventing and responding to family 
violence is systemic and enduring

DOMAIN 4

The family violence system is accessible, and services and programs are available 
and equitable

Prevention activities occur across 
all key settings and the support 
system is easy to navigate and 
services are available to people  
when and where they need them,  
at all times of the day and night

↑ Increase equitable access to services and programs

↑ Increase availability of services and programs when 
and where they are needed

The family violence system intervenes early to identify and respond to family violence

The family violence system intervenes 
and responds early to prevent 
escalation and minimise harm  
and risk for people using family 
violence and those at risk of  
using family violence

↑ Increase early identification and engagement of  
people using family violence to prevent escalation 
and minimise risk 

↑ Increase early identification and supports for people 
at risk of using family violence 

The family violence system is person-centred and responsive

Services are personalised, flexible, 
culturally relevant and reflect 
individual and family choices, need 
and circumstances, particularly  
for diverse communities and  
those with complex needs

↑ Increased involvement of people with lived experience 
in the design and delivery of services and programs

↑ Increased responsiveness to the needs and 
circumstances of individuals and communities



FVOF DOMAIN 4

The family violence system is integrated

Services work together 
and share information 
to provide a coordinated 
quality response to people 
and families, informed by 
dynamic risk assessment 
and sensitive to people’s 
diverse needs. The system 
supports effective  
and evidence-based 
prevention efforts

↑ Increased coordination and collaboration across the system

↑ Increase sharing of information to assess and respond 
to needs and risks

↑ Increase Aboriginal and community led partnerships, 
governance and leadership

The family violence and broader workforces across the system are 
skilled, capable and reflect the communities they serve

The workforce is supported  
through new career 
pathways, fair conditions 
and a commitment to 
enhanced wellbeing and 
safety, and is skilled to meet 
people’s diverse needs

↑ Increase workforce diversity

↑ Increase workforce skills and capabilities

↑ Increase in health, safety and wellbeing of the family 
violence workforce




