The Hon Gayle Tierney mp

Minister for Training and Skills 2 Treasury Place, East Melbourne
Minister for Higher Education Victoria 3002
Telephone: +61 3 9637 3196

DX 210074
COR 2170168

Professor Pascale Quester
Vice Chancellor and President
Swinburne University
pguester@swin.edu.au

Dear Professor Quester

| am pleased to provide the final signed copy of the Partnership agreement between the Government
of Victoria and Swinburne University (compact). The signing of this compact represents a significant
milestone and reflects the Victorian Government’s commitment to a strategic partnership with each
Victorian university.

Last year brought unparalleled challenges to Victorian universities and | appreciate the commitment
and resilience your institution has shown. | recognise that Swinburne University has worked closely
with the Victorian Government over the last year and thank you for this regular engagement.
This compact reflects the close partnership that we have built and demonstrates the importance of
working together for the benefit of the State of Victoria. The focus of the compacts is intentionally on
shared areas of interest that are specifically relevant for the State, noting that the Commonwealth
Government retains primary responsibility for funding and policy for higher education and universities.

The Victorian Higher Education State Investment Fund (VHESIF) is highlighted in the compact as a short
term initiative for collaboration. The VHESIF marks an unprecedented investment from the Victorian
Government in our local universities to support jobs and the State’s economic rebound. Universities
form an essential part of the Victorian economy and the VHESIF's $350 million investment is a
significant opportunity for the Government to partner with universities to assist in Victoria’s recovery
from the COVID-19 pandemic. As a direct response to the pandemic, please note that the VHESIF is
time limited in nature, meaning there are no further funding commitments beyond the term of the
VHESIF.

The compacts also set some exciting longer-term objectives and priorities for the Victorian
Government and Victorian universities to collaborate on over the coming years. These priorities do not
represent funding commitments, but rather are strategic in nature and intentionally broad to capture
our many areas of shared policy interest and mutual benefit. To progress these broad areas of
collaboration, further detailed work is needed to determine how we will take them forward. | look
forward to continuing this next stage of work together to achieve positive outcomes for Victoria.

Your details will be dealt with in accordance with the Public Records Act 1973 and the Privacy and Data Protection Act 2014. Should you have any i F : ORIA

queries or wish to gain access to your personal information held by this department please contact our Privacy Officer at the above address. gﬁ,‘f,teemment


mailto:pquester@swin.edu.au

| am pleased to formalise our strategic partnership and | look forward to publicly sharing these
documents at vic.gov.au, as | anticipate the benefits being widespread for the State of Victoria.

Yours sincerely
=N\ >
C{:—h_ﬁ \,‘u_\_a_________

The Hon Gayle Tierney MP
Minister for Training and Skills
Minister for Higher Education

\

16 March 2021

Cc: The Hon Tim Pallas MP, Treasurer
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Signed for and on behalf of Swinburne University of Technology

Professor Pascale Quester

Vice-Chancellor

Onthe 14 day of January 2021

Signed for and on behalf of the State Government of Victoria

The Hon. Gayle Tierney Tim Pallas MP

Minister for Higher Education Treasurer

Onthe 16 day of February 2021 Onthe 28 day oflanuary2021


Vanessa Griggs
14

Vanessa Griggs
2021






















Vanessa Griggs
January
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