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15 October 2020

DECISION
[bookmark: _GoBack]RACING VICTORIA
and
DEAN YENDALL

Date of hearing:		9 October 2020 
Panel:	Judge John Bowman (Chairperson). 
[bookmark: _Hlk16238640]Appearances: 	Mr Sam Cochrane appeared on behalf of the Stewards.
	Mr Alf Matthews appeared on behalf of Mr Dean Yendall.
	
Charge:	Australian Rules of Racing (“AR”) 131(a) states a rider must not, in the opinion of the Stewards engage in careless, reckless, improper, incompetent or foul riding.

Particulars of charge:	The particulars of the charge being that when approaching the 100m, Mr Yendall permitted his mount to shift in when not sufficiently clear of Huge Action resulting in that gelding being restrained to avoid Dreams and Schemes heels and losing its rightful running. 

Plea: 				Guilty 


DECISION	
Mr Dean Yendall, you are appealing against the severity of the penalty imposed on you by Stewards in relation to your ride on Dreams and Schemes in Race 9 at Kyneton on Sunday last, 4 October 2020. The race was over 1212 metres and your horse in fact won very narrowly. It is alleged by the Stewards that you caused interference to Huge Action, ridden by Ms Madison Lloyd, at approximately the 100 metre mark. Her horse ran fourth. When interviewed about the race, you pleaded ‘guilty to a degree’.
The Stewards suspended you for eight meetings and there was some discussions concerning the commencing date of the penalty so as the attempt to fit in with your riding commitments. 
I have viewed the video several times. In my opinion, you clearly caused interference to Ms Lloyd’s mount. Whilst it had led and was weakening, she had to take hold of her mount for a couple of strides when you have crossed to the rails when not two lengths clear of her. I can understand why you pleaded guilty to the charge, even if it was ‘guilty to a degree’. 
Mr Matthews made a forceful plea on your behalf. He claimed that perhaps Ms Lloyd overreacted to you crossing her, but a lot of his attention was directed to the fact that you are a very hard working jockey and travel a lot for rides. This penalty will mean the you not only miss some substantial provincial meetings, such as Cranbourne Cup Day, but also two days of the Caulfield Cup Carnival. 
I would add that the commencing date of your suspension has been the subject of considerable discussion with the Stewards and, as I understand it, you ultimately selected the starting date of the suspension. I would also point out that, whilst you are a very busy jockey, you have a good record. This will be your third suspension, along with four reprimands, for careless riding in the last 12 months. 
The penalty of eight meeting suspension is consistent with what the Stewards have been imposing for low level careless riding in recent times.
I appreciate the impact that such a penalty will have on a busy and successful jockey such as yourself, but in my opinion, a suspension of eight meetings is an appropriate and fair penalty.
The appeal is dismissed. 


Mark Howard
Registrar, Victorian Racing Tribunal
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