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28 January 2022

DECISION
GREYHOUND RACING VICTORIA
and
JANET COTTRELL

Date of hearing:		6 January 2022
Panel:	Judge John Bowman (Chairperson).
[bookmark: _Hlk16238640]Appearances: 	Mr Paul Searle appeared on behalf of the Stewards. 
Mr David Knocker represented Ms Janet Cottrell. 

Charges: 	Greyhounds Australia Rule (“GAR”) 69B(1) states: 
	(1) Where, in the opinion of the Stewards, a greyhound fails to pursue the lure with due commitment for the first time only then it shall be examined by the officiating veterinary surgeon or authorised person at the meeting and
(a) if found to be injured, it shall be suspended until the completion of a satisfactory trial, and the specifics shall be recorded in the relevant Controlling Body Register, or where applicable, the Certificate of Registration or Weight Card of the greyhound.
(b) if found not to be injured, then the provisions of Rule 69A shall apply.

Particulars of charges:	“Starlight Tyson” was vetted following the event and was revetted following Race 8.  It was reported that the greyhound sustained shin soreness to the left foreleg and an injury to the right triangle muscle, a 7 day stand down period was imposed. Stewards spoke to representative Ms K. Cottrell regarding the greyhound's racing manners on the fourth turn.  Acting under the provisions of GAR 69B(1), Starlight Tyson was charged with failing to pursue the lure with due commitment (by reason of injury). Ms Cottrell pleaded not guilty to the charge, Starlight Tyson was found guilty and must perform a Satisfactory Trial in accordance with GAR 69B(1) and GAR 72, before any future nomination will be accepted.
Plea: 				Not Guilty		


DECISION

This appeal by trainer Ms Janet Cottrell concerns a Ruling by the Stewards in relation to the performance of “Starlight Tyson” in Race 7 over 600 metres at The Meadows on 1 January 2022. The Stewards found that the dog had failed to pursue by reason of injury and accordingly there had been a breach of Greyhounds Australia Rule (“GAR”) 69B(1). As a consequence, it was ordered that the dog must perform a satisfactory trial before any future nomination will be accepted. 

The argument advanced on behalf of Ms Cottrell at the time was that the cause of the dog losing ground was interference from another dog and that, at no stage, did Starlight Tyson fail to pursue. 

I have heard the submissions advanced by Mr Paul Searle, on behalf of the Stewards and Mr David Knocker, on behalf of Ms Cottrell. I have also viewed the videos of the race many times, including the head-on shots.

There is no doubt that Starlight Tyson and “Jezza Bench” were contesting the lead when, in the vicinity of the fourth turn, Starlight Tyson, who had appeared to be travelling better, lost at least a length to a length and a half. It subsequently rallied again in the straight, losing to Jezza Bench by just under a length. There is also no argument but that a veterinary examination performed after the race revealed what could be described as minor injuries to Starlight Tyson’s left foreleg and right triangle muscle. 

Further, given the video evidence, I am satisfied that the loss of the length to a length and a half by Starlight Tyson was not due to any interference by Jezza Bench or any other dog.

Thus, we have a situation where the dog suddenly lost ground. This was not due to interference from any other dog. It subsequently rallied. It was found in a post-race veterinary examination to have suffered injuries, albeit minor. 

When all of this is weighed up, it seems to me that the Stewards were fully entitled to form the opinion which they did, namely that Starlight Tyson had failed to pursue by reason of injury and that it must perform a satisfactory trial. I appreciate that this is disappointing for the connections, but I am comfortably satisfied that the Stewards were fully entitled to make the Ruling which they did and to impose the penalty involved. 

The appeal is dismissed.


Kathleen Scully
Acting Registrar, Victorian Racing Tribunal
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