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11 April 2022

DECISION
GREYHOUND RACING VICTORIA
and
LORRAINE COOKSON

Date of hearing:		28 March 2022
Panel:	Judge John Bowman (Chairperson) and Mr Des Gleeson.
[bookmark: _Hlk16238640]Appearances: 	Mr Marwan El-Asmar appeared on behalf of the Stewards. 
Ms Lorraine Cookson represented herself.

Charges and particulars: 	Charge 1

Greyhounds Australasia Rule (“GAR”) 86(d) states:
A person (including an official) shall be guilty of an offence if the person -:
(d)  being an owner, trainer, attendant or person having official duties in relation to greyhound racing, makes a false or misleading statement in relation to an investigation, examination, test or inquiry, or makes or causes to be made a falsification in a document in connection with greyhound racing or the registration of a greyhound.

1. You were, at all relevant times, a trainer registered with Greyhound Racing Victoria (“GRV”) (Member No. 1108) and a person bound by the Greyhounds Australasia Rules (“GAR”) and Local Racing Rules (“LR”). 

2. On 26 May 2021, during a kennel inspection at your registered address in Junortoun, Victoria, a total of four (4) shock collars were located in your kennels.

3. During questioning by Investigative Stewards, you provided false and misleading statements in relation to the investigation into the shock collars located in your kennels.  These statements included the following;
· After a shock collar had been located by stewards, when asked, “Have you got any other shock collars here?’, you replied “No” – a further shock collar has then been located;
· You were then asked, “Are there any other shock collars on the property Lorraine?” and you replied, “No” – a further shock collar has then been located;
· You were then asked, “When was the last time you used a shock collar?”, and you replied “Oh, Probably a couple of days ago”, – stewards then located a greyhound at the property wearing a shock collar.

Charge 2

GAR 86(o) states:
A person (including an official) shall be guilty of an offence if the person -:
(o)  has, in relation to a greyhound, or greyhound racing, done a thing, or omitted to do a thing, which in the opinion of the Stewards, or Controlling Body, as the case may be, is negligent, dishonest, corrupt, fraudulent or improper, or constitutes misconduct.

1. You were, at all relevant times, a trainer registered with Greyhound Racing Victoria (“GRV”) (Member No. 1108) and a person bound by the Greyhounds Australasia Rules (“GAR”) and Local Racing Rules (“LR”).

2. On 26 May 2021, during a kennel inspection at your registered address in Junortoun, Victoria, a total of four (4) shock collars were located at your kennels.

3. You have, in relation to greyhound racing, done a thing, which in the opinion of the Stewards, was improper or constitutes misconduct, in that you:
· During the initial questioning by Investigative Stewards, you have attempted to hide a shock collar in a towel to prevent it being discovered by stewards.

Charge 3

GAR 86(ae)(ii) states:
A person (including an official) shall be guilty of an offence if the person -:
(ae)(ii) have in his possession any gear, equipment, device, substance or any other thing capable of inflicting undue suffering on a greyhound.

1. You were, at all relevant times, a trainer registered with Greyhound Racing Victoria (“GRV”) (Member No. 1108) and a person bound by the Greyhounds Australasia Rules (“GAR”) and Local Racing Rules (“LR”).

2. On 26 May 2021, during a kennel inspection at your registered address in Junortoun, Victoria, a total of four (4) shock collars were located in the kennels including one (1) collar being worn by a greyhound.

3. You had in your possession a device, being shock collars, which were capable of inflicting undue suffering on a greyhound.
				
Pleas: 				Guilty to all charges


DECISION

Ms Lorraine Cookson, you are pleading guilty to each of three breaches of the Greyhounds Australasia Rules (“GAR”).

Charge 1 is pursuant to GAR 86(d) – the giving of false or misleading evidence to the Stewards.

Charge 2 is pursuant to GAR 86(o) – doing something which is dishonest, improper or constitutes misconduct.

Charge 3 is a breach of GAR 86(ae)(ii) – having possession of a device capable of inflicting undue suffering on a greyhound.
The three charges arise out of the same set of circumstances. The Stewards visited your kennels near Bendigo on 26 May 2021. Whilst inspecting the kennels, they found “shock collars”, being devices which can be used on barking greyhounds so as to discourage the barking. Those in the industry have been put on notice that the use of shock collars is restricted. You did not seek the opinion or assistance of a veterinary surgeon or a qualified dog trainer and were not acting under the supervision and instruction of such a person. 

Further, you at first lied about the presence of shock collars at your premises. Ultimately, four were located by the Stewards and/or produced by you. That is a summary of Charge 1. Charge 2 relates to the fact that you tried to conceal a shock collar in a towel. Charge 3 relates to the use of the collars. 

You have been in the industry for some 47 years and have a spotless record. This is something which is very much in your favour. You and your husband, who is also licensed, train a few dogs as an interest. You are both pensioners. He has a problem with bad rheumatoid arthritis, particularly of the hands, and you do most of the work. 

You only have one dog racing at the moment and a couple of others as pets or the like. Between you, your sole source of income is from a pension. Any earnings from greyhounds, and the one racing dog you have at the moment has been quite successful at Healesville, is effectively consumed by the cost of upkeep of the dogs. In essence, your sole source of income is the pension.

Mr Marwan El-Asmar, on behalf of the Stewards, suggested a range of penalties. Particularly given your record and circumstances, his suggestions seem to us to be fair and reasonable. 

As pointed out by him, the image of greyhound racing of being a fair sport, in which the dogs are subjected to no treatment which has the potential to be cruel or to inflict suffering, is vitally important. Those participating should be well aware of this and behave accordingly. We do note that, in the opinion of Dr Steven Karamatic, Chief Veterinarian, who inspected the kennels and the dogs on 26 May 2021, no suffering was evident. Nevertheless, the use of shock collars has the potential to inflict some suffering. Your behaviour remains a breach of the Rule.

As stated, essentially, we adopt the penalties suggested by Mr El-Asmar, although we put the financial penalty at the bottom of his suggested range. Your outstanding record and circumstances have led us to that conclusion. 

The penalties are as follows: - 

On Charge 1, the giving of false evidence, which we accept was caused by panic and quickly remedied, you are suspended for three months, but that suspension is in turn wholly suspended for a period of 12 months, subject to you not committing the relevant offence again. 

On Charge 2, the dishonest or improper misconduct, being the brief attempt to hide one of the shock collars, you are suspended for six months, cumulative upon Charge 1, but also wholly suspended for a period of 12 months. 

In other words, nine months suspension hangs over you for 12 months, but will only be activated if you again commit similar offences. We are confident that you will not.

On Charge 3, the possession of the shock collars, you are fined the sum of $1,000. As we understand it, the Stewards will discuss with you the issue of how that fine can be paid. 


Kathleen Scully
Assistant Registrar, Victorian Racing Tribunal
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