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11 March 2022

DECISION
HARNESS RACING VICTORIA
and
SCOTT GARRAWAY

Date of hearing:		9 March 2022
Panel:	Magistrate John Doherty (Deputy Chairperson) and Ms Judy Bourke.
[bookmark: _Hlk16238640]Appearances: 	Mr Andrew Cusumano appeared on behalf of the Stewards. 
Mr Scott Garraway represented himself. 

Charge: 	Australian Harness Racing Rule (“AHRR”) 190(1) states: 
A horse shall be presented for a race free of prohibited substances.

Particulars of charge:	1. You were, at all relevant times, the trainer of horse “Glam Rock”;

2. On 30 July 2021, you presented Glam Rock to race at the Mildura harness racing meeting in Race 10, the “Tab Long May We Play Pace (4yo and Older –NR up to 50)”;

3. After this race, a urine sample was collected from Glam Rock with subsequent analysis of that sample revealing an arsenic concentration in excess of the allowable threshold, being 0.30 micrograms per millilitre in urine;

4. As the trainer of Glam Rock on 30 July 2021, you presented that horse to race at the Mildura harness racing meeting not free of arsenic, a prohibited substance when present at a concentration in excess of the allowable threshold.

Plea: 				Guilty


DECISION

Licensed trainer, Mr Scott Garraway, has pleaded guilty to a charge of breaching Australian Harness Racing Rule (“AHRR”) 190(1) – a horse shall be presented to a race free of prohibited substances. Specifically, Mr Garraway, a grade B trainer, presented the horse “Glam Rock” to Race 10 at the Mildura harness racing meeting on 30 July 2021, when it finished in first place. Subsequently, a post-race urine sample taken from the horse proved positive for arsenic at 0.38 micrograms per millilitre, which was above the threshold limit of 0.30 micrograms per millilitre.

At an interview on 26 August 2021 with the Stewards, Mr Garraway advised that Glam Rock and other horses at his stable property persistently chewed paddock posts, despite his efforts to try to stop them. In addition, his horses have been swabbed in the past, but they have never returned a positive arsenic result. Further, he did not administer any supplements that contain arsenic to Glam Rock.  

Wood chip samples taken by Stewards on the day of the interview were analysed and had arsenic levels consistent with arsenic treated timber. These samples were taken from chewed fence posts and from inside Mr Garraway’s horse float. 

Mr Garraway has been involved in harness racing for over 20 years and has been a grade B trainer since 2014. He has two prior offences for breaching the prohibited substance Rule, but neither was arsenic related. His belief is that Glam Rock had access to arsenic treated timber as part of his horse float. Such timber has now been replaced by stainless steel. To combat the prospect that a horse may have ingested treated fence posts, Mr Garraway paints them with sump oil. A better alternative still would be to replace them with concrete posts. 

In any event, the breach is regarded by the Rules as serious. Particularly being in mind general deterrence, the penalty must reflect that. Our attention has been drawn to the penalties given in the like cases of Mr Rick Holmes, Mr Wayne Ferguson and, most recently, Ms Maryanne Laffan. Of course, Mr Garraway’s plea and personal circumstances are also considered.

In the event, we fine Mr Garraway $2,500, with $2,000 suspended for 12 months pending no further breach of the relevant Rule. In addition, Glam Rock is disqualified from the subject race and any prizemoney is forfeited to Harness Racing Victoria (“HRV”).


Kathleen Scully
Assistant Registrar, Victorian Racing Tribunal
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