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7 October 2022

DECISION

GREYHOUND RACING VICTORIA

and

STACEY EVANS

Date of hearing:		6 October 2022

Panel:	Judge John Bowman (Chairperson) and Judge Julie Nicholson.    

[bookmark: _Hlk16238640]Appearances: 	Mr Anthony Pearce appeared on behalf of the Stewards. 
Ms Stacey Evans represented herself. 

Charge: 	Greyhounds Australasia Rule (“GAR”) 83(2) states:
		(2) The owner, trainer or person in charge of a greyhound- 
 	(a) nominated to compete in an Event; 
 	(b) presented for a satisfactory, weight or whelping trial or such other trial as provided for pursuant to these Rules; or 
 	(c) presented for any test or examination for the purpose of a period of incapacitation or prohibition being varied or revoked 
 	shall present the greyhound free of any prohibited substance.
 
Particulars of charge:	1.	You are, and were at all relevant times, a trainer licensed by Greyhound Racing Victoria and a person bound by the Greyhounds Australasia Rules. 
 
	2. You were, at all relevant times, the trainer of the greyhound “Evan’s Almighty”.
 
	3. Evan’s Almighty was nominated to compete in Race 11, TRIALS EVERY WEDNESDAY, Tier 3 – Grade 7, conducted by the Healesville Greyhound Racing Association at Healesville on 25 February 2022 (the Event). 
 
	4. On 25 February 2022, you presented Evan’s Almighty at the Event not free of any prohibited substance, given that: 
	
	(a) A pre-race sample of urine was taken from Evan’s Almighty at the Event (the Sample); 

	(b) Arsenic was detected at a mass concentration of greater than 800 nanograms per millilitre in the Sample.

Plea: 	Guilty 


DECISION

Ms Stacey Evans, you have pleaded guilty to a breach of Greyhounds Australasia Rule (“GAR”) 83(2). 

A greyhound trained by you, namely “Evan’s Almighty”, competed in Race 11 at Healesville on 25 February 2022. A pre-race urine sample taken from the dog subsequently proved positive to arsenic above the prescribed limit. 

The source of the arsenic is almost certainly treated pine posts that were at your kennels. Evan’s Almighty frequently chewed the posts and that they had been chewed is clear from the photographs taken by the Stewards. We accept that this was the source. You were aware of the potential problem with posts and arsenic, but thought that the posts at your establishment were of a more recent nature and did not pose a threat in this regard.

Once it was clearly established that the posts were the most likely source of the positive reading, you and your partner, who is also a licensed trainer, covered them with a type of aluminium sheeting. You also transferred the dogs trained by you into his name, and that has continued to be the situation. We should add that you have been a licensed trainer for a couple of years and have no record of any offence whatsoever. 

Cases of this nature are, unfortunately, still quite frequent, despite the warnings given to the industry by the Stewards and despite the availability of decisions of this Tribunal. Trainers must be alert to the risks involved with such things as pine posts. The concept of a level playing field free of prohibited substances is an important one and should always be borne in mind.

We take all of the above into consideration, along with previous decisions of this Tribunal. However, there are circumstances in this case which make it virtually unique. 

You are a full time employee of the Shepparton Greyhound Racing Club (“SGRC”), attending to a variety of duties, particularly on race days and trial days, these occurring on approximately five days per week. A glowing reference has been provided by Mr Carl McGrath, Club Manager of the SGRC. Indeed, you were awarded the Greyhound Racing Victoria (“GRV”) industry award from that club.

Further, you are the main source of income for the family unit. Apart from your partner, you have an 11 year old son. 

Your partner’s income is primarily from greyhounds, but at the moment you have only four racing dogs. Thus, your income is very important to the family unit. Further, as pointed out by Mr McGrath, what has occurred has been a great embarrassment to you. He also emphasised that you are reliable, trustworthy and professional in all that you do.

If you are suspended, you will not be allowed to enter greyhound racing premises. Your role as the breadwinner will be brought to an end for the period of any suspension.

In the particular, and almost unique circumstances of this case, we take the view that an actual suspension, with all that flows from it, would be too severe a penalty. We point again to your employment and family situation, your excellent record, your obvious remorse and the steps which you have taken in relation to the kennels and ownership of the dogs, as well as the powerful reference of Mr McGrath. The impact of an acting suspension upon you would be great indeed.

We impose a penalty of six months suspension, but that penalty is in turn wholly suspended for a period of 12 months. If you commit another relevant offence during that period, the six months suspension will be activated. We are confident that you will not. You are also fined the sum of $750. Arrangement as to the payment of this can be discussed by you with the Stewards.

Finally, Evan’s Almighty is disqualified from Race 11 at Healesville on 25 February 2022 and the finishing order is amended accordingly. 


Kathleen Scully
Assistant Registrar, Victorian Racing Tribunal
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