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29 September 2021

DECISION
GREYHOUND RACING VICTORIA
and
WADE GREEN

Date of hearing:		21 September 2021
Panel:	Judge John Bowman (Chairperson) and Ms Amanda Dickens.
[bookmark: _Hlk16238640]Appearances: 	Mr Marwan El-Asmar appeared on behalf of the Stewards. 
Mr Wade Green represented himself.  

Charges: 	Local Racing Rule (“LR”) 42.1 states:
It is a Serious Offence if a person keeps a greyhound in conditions which are dangerous or detrimental to the health and safety of a greyhound.

Greyhounds Australasia Rule (“GAR”) 106(1)(c) states:
(1) A registered person must ensure that greyhounds, which are in the person’s care or custody, are provided at all times with 
(c) kennels constructed and of a standard approved by the Controlling Body which are adequate in size and which are kept in a clean and sanitary conditions.

GAR 86(p) states:
A person (including an official) shall be guilty of an offence if the person-
(p) disobeys or fails to comply with the lawful order of a Steward or other person or body having official duties in relation to greyhound racing.

Particulars of charges:	Charge 1: LR 42.1

1. You were, at all relevant times, a trainer registered with Greyhound Racing Victoria (“GRV”) (Member No. 317153) and a person bound by the Greyhounds Australasia Rules (“GAR”) and Local Rules of Racing (“LR”).

2. Between 1 May 2021 and 30 June 2021, you had the care and custody of registered greyhounds on your kennelling premises (“the premises”), which during that time was located in Rockbank, Victoria. 

3. Between 1 May 2021 and 30 June 2021, GRIU Investigative Stewards attended the premises and identified registered greyhounds which were kept in conditions which included the following:

· Unhygienic kennels (build up of dirt, dust and urine build up in kennels);
· Ripped bedding in kennels;
· Large pile of loose household rubbish including food and empty cans;
· Bags of old faeces stored nearby main kennels; and
· Unkept grass and weeds surrounding kennel block. 

4. You kept greyhounds in conditions which were dangerous and detrimental to the health and safety of the greyhounds.

Charge 2: GAR 106(1)(c)

1. You were, at all relevant times, a trainer registered with Greyhound Racing Victoria (“GRV”) (Member No. 317153) and a person bound by the Greyhounds Australasia Rules (“GAR”) and Local Racing Rules (“LR”).
2. Between 1 May 2021 and 30 June 2021, you had the care and custody of registered greyhounds on your kennelling premises (“the premises”), which during that time was located in Rockbank Victoria. 

3. Between 1 May 2021 and 30 June 2021, GRIU Investigative Stewards attended the premises and identified registered greyhounds which were kept in conditions which included the following:

· Unhygienic kennels (build up of dirt, dust and urine build up in kennels);
· Ripped bedding in kennels;
· Large pile of loose household rubbish including food and empty cans;
· Bags of old faeces stored nearby main kennels; and
· Unkept grass and weeds surrounding kennel block. 

4. You failed to ensure that the registered greyhounds, which were in your care or custody, were provided at all times with clean and sanitary conditions.

Charge 3: GAR 86(p)

1. You were, at all relevant times, a trainer registered with Greyhound Racing Victoria (“GRV”) (Member No. 317153) and a person bound by the Greyhounds Australasia Rules (“GAR”) and Local Racing Rules (“LR”).

2. On 19 May 2020, you were served with a Stewards Direction in the form of Compliance Notice No. 01858.

3. This Direction required you to:

(i) Thoroughly clean and sanitise all indoor kennels and remove torn bedding by 26 May 2020; and
(ii) Clean outdoor areas of rubbish and cut surrounding grass by 2 June 2020.

4. You failed to comply with this Stewards Direction in that you did not clean and sanitise all indoor kennels and remove torn bedding by 26 May 2020.

Charge 4: GAR 106(1)(c)

1. You were, at all relevant times, a trainer registered with Greyhound Racing Victoria (“GRV”) (Member No. 317153) and a person bound by the Greyhounds Australasia Rules (“GAR”) and Local Racing Rules (“LR”).

2. You were at all relevant times the person responsible for the care and custody of the greyhounds housed at your registered kennelling premises in Parwan, Victoria (“the premises”).

3. Between 1 November 2020 and 1 December 2020, registered greyhounds were kept at the premises in yards and kennels which were not of a standard approved by GRV, in particular, the inadequate size of weatherproof area being provided.

4. You failed to ensure that the registered greyhounds, which were in your care or custody, were provided at all times with kennels constructed of a standard approved by GRV.

Pleas: 	Guilty to all charges


DECISION

Mr Wade Green, you have pleaded guilty to four charges. These could be summarised as being firstly, a breach of Local Racing Rule (“LR”) 42.1, by reason of keeping dogs in dangerous or detrimental conditions on a property at Rockbank, Victoria; secondly, a breach of Greyhounds Australasia Rule (“GAR”) 106(1)(c), being a failure to provide adequate kennelling at that property; thirdly, a breach of GAR 86(p), being a failure to comply with the direction of Stewards; and fourthly, a breach of GAR 106(1)(c), in relation to kennelling conditions at your property in Parwan, Victoria.

You moved the dogs from Rockbank and re-kennelled them in Parwan in mid-2020. This move, and possible delays in relation to it, are relevant matters in relation to these offences, and we shall now discuss them. 

The Stewards paid you a number of visits at the Rockbank premises. As we understand it, you did not live there, but kept approximately ten greyhounds in a fenced off area, and with a shed. You did not own this area, but leased it. You lived elsewhere.

We accept that you were informed by the owners of the property that it had been sold for development and you would have to move. However, there were considerable delays and confusion in this regard. It was during this time that you allowed the conditions in which the dogs were kennelled and enclosed to deteriorate sharply. The Stewards made an unannounced visit on 1 April 2020. They found ten dogs kennelled in dirty and, frankly, unacceptable conditions. A compliance notice was issued. A further kennel inspection on 19 May 2020 revealed little improvement. The conditions were filthy and overgrown. There was a lot of rubbish. Your excuse was that you were moving soon. At about this time, you were fined $500, of which $250 was suspended, and a further compliance notice was served. The Stewards took photos from time to time and we have looked at those. They certainly show bad conditions. There were more visits and interviews and in early July 2020 you were served with a Notice of Immediate Suspension, which ultimately operated for a month.

There were further visits after you moved to the Parwan premises. Whilst there had been the construction of new kennels and fencing and considerable improvements, you again slipped back, this time in relation to the amount of time which the dogs were to spend outdoors and the conditions operating there. You remedied the situation after about a month. 

There have been quite a number of visits by the Stewards since then and they have found no further cause for complaint. You claim that the new conditions are excellent.

Turning to your background, you are aged 47. You live on your own. Your children are adults. Your sole source of income is derived from greyhound racing. You have about eleven dogs and all except one, are yours. You have been quite successful, with several recent winners. Whilst you have had some problems with depression, you are currently in good health. You have been a licensed public trainer since 4 September 2017. Your previous offences have been of a minor nature compared to the nature of the offences with which we are now dealing.

We would make the following observations. The health and welfare of greyhounds is of paramount importance. Apart from the fact that no one likes to see dogs in anything other than proper and healthy conditions and kennelling, the whole future of this industry is vitally linked to the health and welfare of the dogs. Initiatives, such as the Greyhound Adoption Program (“GAP”), have been of great public relations value, but the neglect of greyhounds, their condition and their kennelling has the potential to jeopardise the future of the sport and the industry. We bear that in mind. 

In relation to Charge 3, the Stewards have enough to do without there being failure to comply with their orders and instructions. This is particularly so when the welfare of animals is involved.

We have weighed up all these matters up, along with the submissions of Mr El-Asmar on behalf of the Stewards. We have also taken into account your circumstances, your good record and the fact that the dogs are in good condition and now in suitable kennelling. We have also taken into account the penalties in previous cases. 

Bearing all that in mind, we impose the following penalties.

On Charge 1, which we consider to be the primary charge, you are suspended for a period of seven months, of which we consider that you have already served a period of one month. Of that seven months suspension, three months is in turn suspended for a period of 24 months and will be activated if you breach this Rule again.

We consider Charge 2 to involve much the same considerations as those involved in Charge 1. You are suspended for six months, with two months suspended for 24 months. This period of suspension is concurrent with the period of suspension imposed in relation to Charge 1.

On Charge 3, the failure to comply with the direction of the Stewards, you are suspended for two months. This period of suspension is cumulative with the period of suspension imposed in relation to Charge 1. There is also a fine of $1,000, which is suspended for 24 months and  will be activated if you breach this Rule again.

On Charge 4, the Parwan charge, you are suspended for a period of one month. This period of suspension is cumulative with the periods of suspension imposed in relation to Charges 1 and 3.

Thus, the total period of suspension is seven months, of which you have already served one month. You have hanging over your head for the next two years a total of three months suspension and a fine of $1,000. If you breach the relevant Rules again during that two year period, the respective penalties will be activated. 


Kathleen Scully
Assistant Registrar, Victorian Racing Tribunal
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