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DECISION
RACING VICTORIA
and
MR JARROD FRY
 
Date of hearing:		28 April 2020
Panel:	Judge John Bowman (Chairperson)
[bookmark: _Hlk16238640]Appearances: 	Mr Corie Waller appeared on behalf of the Stewards.
[bookmark: _GoBack]				Mr Matthew Hyland appeared on behalf of Mr Fry.
				
Charge: 	Australian Rule (AR)131(a) states a rider must not, in the opinion of the Stewards: 
(a) engage in careless, reckless, improper, incompetent or foul riding;

Particulars of charge:	Jarrod Fry (It's Trumps) pleaded guilty to a charge of careless riding under the provisions of AR131(a), the carelessness being that over the concluding stages he permitted his mount to shift inwards under pressure when insufficiently clear of Incarnadine (L Riordan) which was tightened for room, clipping heels and falling, thereby dislodging its rider. Further, Devega Rouge, which was following, was severely hampered, resulting in its rider L McNeil being dislodged. In issuing the charge Stewards conceded that there was a minor shift outward from Love Venus (J Childs) which may have contributed to the incident. J Fry had his licence to ride in races suspended for a period to commence at midnight 22/4/2020 and to expire midnight 8/5/2020 (3 Metropolitan and 17 Provincial). In assessing the matter Stewards took into account J Fry's good record, his guilty plea, and that there was a contribution from the shift outwards from Love Venus, however noted that the carelessness resulted in a fall. Rider J Childs was also advised to show greater caution in similar circumstances for his role in the incident.

Plea: 				Guilty 

DECISION

Mr Jarrod Fry, you have pleaded ‘guilty’ to a charge of careless riding. You were the rider of It’s Trumps in Race 4 at Swan Hill on 30 March 2020. Almost at the winning post your mount, which had been moving in, crossed Incarnadine, ridden by Liam Riordan. Love Venus, ridden by Jordan Childs was to the inside of Liam Riordan. Your mount, and that of Jordan Childs, were under vigorous riding. Incarnadine clipped heels and fell. This occurred so close to the winning post that Incarnadine can be seen to be in the process of falling in the photo finish. 

The Stewards allege that the overwhelming bulk of the responsibility, namely 90%, rests with you and that whilst Jordan Childs’ mount had earlier been moving out, it was basically maintaining a straight line near the post, where as your horse shifted in. The penalty imposed on you was a 20 meeting suspension. The Stewards took into account your ultimate guilty plea and the fact that, in their opinion, there had been a very minor contribution from Jordan Childs. Liam Riordan sustained a collar bone injury and has not yet returned to riding. The horse received broken ribs and will be out for a considerable period. Mr Hyland submits on your behalf that you and Jordan Childs were equally responsible for what happened and that the penalty should reflect that. 

I have viewed the video many times. I tend to agree with Mr Hyland that what happened before the last few strides is not really to the point, although you should have been aware that your mount had a tendency to shift in. Indeed, you appear to have straightened it a little earlier in the straight. Jordan Childs should have been aware that his mount had a tendency to hang out. 

I am of the view that the bulk of responsibility rests with you. Your horse was definitely shifting in noticeably, and ultimately sharply, under hard riding.

However, I am also of the view that, over the last four or five strides, Jordan Childs’ mount did move out under continual hard riding. It did not move to the extent that your horse did, but nevertheless there was a shift that contributed to the ultimate nasty fall.

The penalty imposed in cases like this has, on a number of occasions, been suspension for 24 meetings. The Stewards reduced your penalty to 20 meetings because of your guilty plea and what they saw as a minor contribution from Jordan Childs.

I do not agree that the responsibility should rest equally on both jockeys, as submitted by Mr Hyland. In my opinion, having watched the video many times, two thirds of the responsibility rests with you and one third with Jordan Childs.

On the basis of a potential penalty of 24 meetings suspension, your penalty is reduced to two thirds of that – namely 16 meetings. Accordingly, the appeal is upheld and the period of your suspension reduced to 16 meetings. 



Mark Howard
Registrar, Victorian Racing Tribunal
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