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6 June 2023

DECISION
GREYHOUND RACING VICTORIA
and
SHARA QUINLAN

Date of hearing:		1 June 2023 

Panel:	Judge Kathryn Kings (Acting Deputy Chairperson) and Mr Robert Abrahams.

[bookmark: _Hlk16238640]Appearances: 	Mr Anthony Pearce appeared on behalf of the Stewards.
	Ms Shara Quinlan represented herself.     
	
Charge:	Greyhounds Australasia Rule (“GAR”) 141(1) states:
(1) The owner, trainer or other person in charge of a greyhound:
(a) nominated to compete in an Event;
(b) presented for a satisfactory trial or such other trial as provided for by the Rules; or
(c) presented for any test or examination for the purpose of a stand-down period being varied or revoked,
must present the greyhound free of any prohibited substance.

Particulars of charge:	1. You are, and were at all relevant times, a trainer licensed by Greyhound Racing Victoria and a person bound by the Greyhounds Australasia Rules. 

2. You were, at all relevant times, the trainer of the greyhound “Ramblin’ Man”.
 
3. Ramblin’ Man was nominated to compete in Race 2, SHEPPARTON NEWS, Tier 3 – Maiden, conducted by the Shepparton Greyhound Racing Club at Shepparton on 6 October 2022 (the Event). 
 
4. On 6 October 2022, you presented Ramblin’ Man at the Event not free of any prohibited substance, given that: 
(a) A pre-race sample of urine was taken from Ramblin’ Man upon arrival at the Event (the Sample); 

(b) Procaine was detected in the Sample.

Plea: 				Guilty 


DECISION
Ms Shara Quinlan, you have pleaded guilty to breaching Greyhounds Australasia Rule (“GAR”) 141(1).

On 6 October 2022, you presented your greyhound “Ramblin’ Man” in Race 2 at Shepparton when it was not free of a prohibited substance, namely procaine. Procaine is a therapeutic drug.

You informed the Stewards that you had been feeding your greyhounds not fit for human consumption meat.

Dr Steven Karamatic, Chief Veterinarian at Greyhound Racing Victoria (“GRV”), in his report of 14 December 2022, stated that the likely explanation for your greyhound racing with a prohibited substance in its system, was the consumption of knackery meat. Procaine is capable of affecting the condition and performance of a greyhound, such as inducing an artificially pain free state. Dr Karamatic also stated that the consumption of knackery meat was the likely cause for the positive swab.

You have been a registered owner since 1997. You have an excellent record in the industry. You currently hold licences within all three racing codes. You currently work within the harness racing industry as a strapper and as stable hand at the Lindsay Park Racing Stables. You have stated that in the past you have fed your greyhounds fit for human consumption meat with the consequence that they have suffered significant diarrhoea.  

We note in Dr Karamatic’s report that he indicated notices have been provided to the greyhound racing industry about the increased risks of positive swabs if greyhounds are fed knackery meat. You stated at this hearing that you continue to feed knackery meat to your greyhounds. By continuing this practice, you run the risk of further inadvertent positive swabs, which may result in harsher penalties in future.

The principle of general deterrence has a part to play in arriving at an appropriate penalty. It is vital that greyhounds race on a level playing field without prohibited substances in their systems. In our opinion, specific deterrence has little or no part to play in arriving at an appropriate penalty.

We have taken into account your personal circumstances, including your excellent history within the greyhound racing industry, together with your plea of guilty and your cooperation with the Stewards.

In all the circumstances, we impose a penalty of a $2,000 fine, with $1,000 suspended for a period of 12 months.

In addition, we order that Ramblin’ Man be disqualified from Race 2 at Shepparton on 6 October 2022 and that the finishing order be amended accordingly.


Kathleen Scully
Assistant Registrar, Victorian Racing Tribunal
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