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29 June 2023

DECISION
GREYHOUND RACING VICTORIA
and
SAMUEL MALLIA

Date of hearing:		29 June 2023 

Panel:	Justice Shane Marshall (Deputy Chairperson) and Mr Des Gleeson.

[bookmark: _Hlk16238640]Appearances: 	Mr Alex Kitching appeared on behalf of the Stewards.
	Mr Laurie Mallia represented Mr Samuel Mallia.     
	
Charge:	Greyhounds Australasia Rule (“GAR”) 124 states:
(1) Subject to rule 125, where, in the opinion of the Stewards, a greyhound fails to pursue the lure during an Event, the Stewards must impose a period of suspension in respect of the greyhound pursuant to rule 127, which is to be recorded by them as part of the identification record.

Particulars of charge:	“Quinnley Bale” underwent a post-race veterinary examination - no injury detected. Stewards spoke to representative Mr L. Mallia regarding the greyhound’s racing manners on the home turn. Acting under the provisions of GAR 124 Quinnley Bale was charged with failing to pursue the lure with due commitment. Mr Mallia pled not guilty to the charge, Quinnley Bale was found guilty and suspended for 28 days at Geelong only and must perform a satisfactory trial in accordance with GAR 127, and pursuant to GAR 132, before any future nomination will be accepted. 

Update (28 June 2023): Mr Mallia reported to Stewards that the greyhound was presented to a Veterinary Surgeon the following day, that the greyhound had an injured hock and would require approximately two to three weeks of rest prior to its next start.

Plea: 				Not Guilty 


DECISION
1. Mr Samuel Mallia is a registered greyhound trainer and is the trainer of the greyhound “Quinnley Bale”. That greyhound competed in Race 3 at Geelong on 24 June 2023.

2. After the race, Stewards charged the greyhound under Greyhounds Australasia Rule (“GAR”) 124 with failing to pursue the lure. Mr Laurie Mallia represented his son, Mr Samuel Mallia, before the Stewards and pleaded Not Guilty on the basis that Quinnley Bale came within GAR 125, which excepts from GAR 124 greyhounds which fail to pursue the lure for the first time only by reason of injury. 

3. To come within GAR 125, the greyhound must be examined by an “officiating veterinarian” and be found to be injured by that veterinarian. GAR 124 will apply if the greyhound is found not to be injured. 

4. GAR 125(2) provides for a written record or report to be provided to the Stewards if the examining veterinarian finds the greyhound to be suffering from injury. 

5. After Race 3 at Geelong, the officiating veterinarian examined Quinnley Bale and reported to Stewards that no injury was detected. Later that night after Race 7, the officiating veterinarian examined the greyhound again and once more reported no injury. 

6. Mr Laurie Mallia, when representing Mr Samuel Mallia at his appeal, claimed that the report of the officiating veterinarian was inconsistent with advice he says was given by that officiating veterinarian to him to have the greyhound “re-vetted” within 24 – 48 hours. 

7. Mr Laurie Mallia said he took the greyhound to Dr Michael Bell on Sunday, 25 June 2023 and that Dr Bell reported an injury to the greyhound’s hock. Documenting evidence to that effect was provided to the Tribunal.

8. Given the way GAR 125 is written, we are compelled to dismiss the appeal. The Stewards relied on the report of the on course officiating veterinarian that there was no injury to report. They then had no alternative but to impose a sanction for a breach of GAR 124. Any concern Mr Samuel Mallia has about the circumstances regarding the finding of guilty in relation to GAR 124 is a matter that he should take up with Greyhound Racing Victoria should he so desire. 

9. Having regard to our discussion above and our view on the correct interpretation of GAR 125, we dismiss the appeal.


Kathleen Scully
Assistant Registrar, Victorian Racing Tribunal
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