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7 July 2023

DECISION
GREYHOUND RACING VICTORIA
and
GERRY ORR

Date of hearing:		4 July 2023 

Panel:	Judge John Bowman (Chairperson).

[bookmark: _Hlk16238640]Appearances: 	Mr Alex Kitching appeared on behalf of the Stewards.
	Mr Gerry Orr represented himself.     
	
Charge:	Greyhounds Australasia Rule (“GAR”) 125 states:
(1) A greyhound which in the opinion of the Stewards fails to pursue the lure for the first time only must be examined by an officiating veterinarian and:
(a) if the greyhound is found to be injured, a stand-down period will apply as recommended by the officiating veterinarian and the greyhound will not be permitted to compete in an Event until the completion of a satisfactory trial (with the specifics of 
the injury and trial to be recorded as part of its identification record).
(b) if the greyhound is found not to be injured, then the provisions of rules 124 and 127 apply.
(2) If following an examination pursuant to this rule, a greyhound is found to be suffering from an injury, a written record or report must be provided by the veterinarian who has examined the injury, to the Stewards.

Particulars of charge:	Fernandes Mac visibly eased in the home straight, underwent a post–race veterinary examination and was found to have a left wrist sprain. A 21 day stand down period was imposed. Stewards spoke to Mr Gerry Orr regarding Fernandes Mac’s racing manners. Acting under the provisions of GAR 125, Fernandes Mac was charged with failing to pursue the lure with due commitment (by reason of injury). Mr Orr pleaded not guilty to the charge, Fernandes Mac was found guilty and must perform a Satisfactory Trial in accordance with GAR 125, and pursuant to GAR 132, before any future nomination will be accepted.

Plea: 				Not Guilty 


DECISION

Mr Gerry Orr, you are appealing against a decision of the Stewards concerning the dog, “Fernandes Mac”, trained by you. Fernandes Mac ran third in Race 7 at Warragul on 29 June 2023. After the race, Fernandes Mac was found to have suffered a left wrist sprain. The Stewards imposed a 21 day stand down period, having found that there was a breach of Greyhounds Australasia Rule (“GAR”) 125 – that is, failing to pursue the lure with due commitment by reason of injury. As stated, you are contesting that decision.

Essentially, your submission is that the dog simply tired over the concluding strides of the race and that the ultimate winner, the red dog, “Exiled”, shifted in as your dog shifted out and a bump occurred. This affected it, rather than it easing because of injury. Mr Kitching, on behalf of the Stewards, effectively argued that Fernandes Mac eased because of the injury later diagnosed and that this occurred after the 50 metre mark and in the last few strides. He argued that any bump with Exiled was slight indeed, only brushing, and had no effect on the outcome. Rather, it was the easing by Fernandes Mac that caused it to be caught and beaten and the injury played a role in this.

I have viewed the video, including the side on and head on coverage, many times. I am quite comfortably satisfied that, when two or three lengths clear and with only a short distance to go – perhaps less than 50 metres – Fernandes Mac noticeably eased. It had appeared to have the race won. It then eased, as stated, quite noticeably for the last few strides. It was marred almost on the line by the second dog, but I am quite satisfied that this has no bearing on the charge. 

I repeat that Fernandes Mac noticeably eased over the concluding stage of the race, and with no interference of any substance from Exiled. After the race, it was found to have sustained an injury as it eased, and was overtaken rapidly by Exiled. I am quite comfortably satisfied that the necessary ingredients of the charge pursuant to GAR 125 have been proven. I am far from satisfied that there was any relevant bump of any substance by the winner.

Accordingly, the appeal is dismissed.


Kathleen Scully
Assistant Registrar, Victorian Racing Tribunal
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