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26 September 2022

DECISION
GREYHOUND RACING VICTORIA
and
IAN ROBINSON 
and
HAZELIE ROBINSON

Date of hearing:		20 September 2022 

Panel:	Judge Graeme Hicks (Deputy Chairperson) and Judge Marilyn Harbison

[bookmark: _Hlk16238640]Appearances: 	Mr Anthony Pearce appeared on behalf of the Stewards. 
Mr Ian Robinson and Mrs Hazelie Robinson represented themselves. 

Charges:	Greyhounds Australasia Rule (“GAR”) 83(1A) states:
(1A) A person who –
(a) administers, attempts to administer or causes to be administered a prohibited substance to a greyhound; 
(b) aids, abets counsels or procures any person to administer a prohibited substance to a greyhound; or 
(c) has prior knowledge of a prohibited substance being administered to a greyhound 
which is detected in any sample taken from such greyhound that has been presented for an Event or when subject to any other contingency provided for pursuant to these Rules, shall be guilty of an offence.

GAR 83A states:
(1) No person without the permission of the Stewards may 
administer or cause to be administered any treatment to a 
greyhound at any time on the day of the meeting until that 
greyhound is no longer presented for an Event.
(2) The Stewards may order that any greyhound that has been 
administered a treatment in contravention of sub-rule (1) of this 
Rule be withdrawn from an Event. 
For the purposes of this Rule “treatment” includes: 
a) All Controlled Drugs (Schedule 8) administered by a 
veterinarian; 
b) All Prescription Animal Remedies and Prescription Only 
Medicines (Schedule 4); 
c) Any injectable substance not already specified in this Rule 
d) All Pharmacist Only (Schedule 3) and Pharmacy Only 
(Schedule 2) medicines; 
e) All veterinary and other substances containing other 
scheduled and unscheduled prohibited substances.
For the purposes of this Rule, “day” means the 24-hour period 
from 12:01am to 12 midnight on any calendar day.

GAR 83(2)
(2) The owner, trainer or person in charge of a greyhound-
(a) nominated to compete in an Event; 
(b) presented for a satisfactory, weight or whelping trial or such 
other trial as provided for pursuant to these Rules; or 
(c) presented for any test or examination for the purpose of a 
period of incapacitation or prohibition being varied or revoked 
shall present the greyhound free of any prohibited substance.

GAR 84A(1) states:
(1) The person in charge of a greyhound must keep and retain 
records detailing all vaccinations, antiparasitics and medical 
treatments administered to a greyhound from the time the
greyhound enters their care until the greyhound leaves their 
care and for a minimum of two (2) years. Such record of 
treatment must be produced for inspection when requested by 
a Steward or a person authorised by the Controlling Body. Any 
person responsible for a greyhound at the relevant time who 
fails to comply with any provision of this rule shall be guilty of 
an offence.



Particulars:	Ian Robinson

Charge 1: GAR 83(1A)

1. You are, and were at all relevant times, a trainer licensed by Greyhound Racing Victoria and a person bound by the Greyhound Australasia Rules. 

2. “Pyrenees Spirit” was presented for, and competed in, Race 12, TAB - LONG MAY WE PLAY, Grade 5 T3, conducted by the Ballarat Greyhound Racing Club at Ballarat on 23 August 2021 (the Event). 

3. You administered, or caused to be administered, to Pyrenees Spirit, a prohibited substance, being Guaifenesin, which was detected in a sample taken from Pyrenees Spirit in that:

(a) you administered an oral cough medicine containing the prohibited substance Guaifenesin to Pyrenees Spirit on the morning of 23 August 2021;

(b) A pre-race sample of urine was taken from Pyrenees Spirit at the Event (the Sample); 

(c) Guaifenesin was detected in the Sample.

Charge 2: GAR 83A

1. You are, and were at all relevant times, a trainer licensed by Greyhound Racing Victoria and a person bound by the Greyhounds Australasia Rules.

2. “Pyrenees Spirit” was presented for, and competed in, Race 12, TAB - LONG MAY WE PLAY, Grade 5 T3, conducted by the Ballarat Greyhound Racing Club at Ballarat on 23 August 2021 (the Event). 

3. On 23 August 2021, you administered, or caused to be administered, to Pyrenees Spirit, a Treatment, being an oral cough medicine containing the prohibited substance Guaifenesin, the same day of the Meeting, and before Pyrenees Spirit was no longer being presented for the Event 
(the Treatment).

4. You administered the Treatment without the permission of 
the Stewards.

Hazelie Robinson

Charge 1: GAR 83(2)

1. You are, and were at all relevant times, a trainer licensed by 
Greyhound Racing Victoria and a person bound by the 
Greyhounds Australasia Rules. 

2. You were, at all relevant times, the trainer of the greyhound 
“Pyrenees Spirit”.

3. Pyrenees Spirit was nominated to compete in, Race 12, TAB -
LONG MAY WE PLAY, Grade 5 T3, conducted by the Ballarat 
Greyhound Racing Club at Ballarat on 23 August 2021 (the 
Event). 

4. On 23 August 2021, you presented Pyrenees Spirit at the 
Event not free of any prohibited substance, given that: 

(a) A pre-race sample of urine was taken from Pyrenees Spirit 
at the Event (the Sample); 

(b) Guaifenesin was detected in the Sample.

Charge 2: GAR 84A(1)

1. You are, and were at all relevant times, a trainer licensed by 
Greyhound Racing Victoria and a person bound by the Greyhounds Australasia Rules.

2. You were at all relevant times the Trainer of the greyhound 
“Pyrenees Spirit”.

3. On 23 August 2021, Mr Ian Robinson administered a 
treatment, namely the substance “Duro-Tuss” to Pyrenees 
Spirit (the Treatment).

4. On 7 October 2021, the Treatment was not recorded in your 
treatment records when Mr Ian Robinson produced them to 
GRV Stewards Mr Danny Conway and Ms Meg Bayliss, upon 
their request.

Pleas: 				Ian Robinson: Guilty to all charges

Hazelie Robinson: Guilty to all charges


DECISION
Mr Ian Robinson and Mrs Hazelie Robinson were, at all material times, joint trainers of the 
greyhound “Pyrenees Spirit”. You have both entered pleas of guilty to the following charges:

Ian Robinson

Charge 1: you administered or caused to be administered to Pyrenees Spirit an oral cough 
medicine containing the prohibited substance, guaifenesin, on the morning of 23 August 2021.

Charge 2: you administered or caused to be administered treatment being an oral cough 
medicine containing the prohibited substance, guaifenesin, on the morning of the race, being 
23 August 2021, without the permission of the Stewards.

Hazelie Robinson

Charge 1: you nominated your greyhound, Pyrenees Spirit, in Race 12 at the Ballarat 
greyhound racing club meeting held on 23 August 2021 when it was not free of a prohibited 
substance, namely guaifenesin.

Charge 2: on 23 August 2021, Mr Robinson administered a treatment, namely the substance “Duro-Tuss” to Pyrenees Spirit. This was not recorded in your treatment records.

Guaifenesin is a substance that can affect the performance of a greyhound.

On the morning of the race, Mr Robinson administered to the greyhound three millilitres of 
the product Duro-Tuss. Mrs Robinson read the label on the bottle, but there were no 
prohibited substances listed upon it.

Dr Steven Karamatic, Chief Veterinarian at Greyhound Racing Victoria (“GRV”) stated in his 
report of 1 November 2021 that Duro-Tuss products can contain guaifenesin. We have been 
informed by the Stewards this is the first case involving such a substance.

Mr Robinson is 70 years of age and a self-funded retiree. He has been a greyhound racing 
trainer for some 40 years. He has had over the years some 83 swabs tested and never had a 
positive. He has some 10 greyhounds in work and has an excellent record in the industry. He 
has given great community service including some 10 years as a committee member on the 
Ballarat Greyhound Board.

In 2020 Mrs Robinson became a registered greyhound racing trainer. She did this in that year 
to assist for her husband, who had triple bypass heart surgery. She is gainfully employed.
The principle of general deterrence has a part to play in arriving at an appropriate penalty. It 
is vital that greyhounds race on a level playing field without prohibited substances in their 
systems.

We have taken into account, in respect of each of you, your personal circumstances and your 
history within the greyhound racing industry, together with your pleas of guilty and your 
cooperation with the Stewards. In our opinion, you both have an excellent record in the 
industry.

In all the circumstances, we impose the following penalties:

Ian Robinson

Charge 1: $1,000 fine with $500 of that fine suspended for 24 months.

Charge 2: $1,500 fine with $800 of that fine suspended for a period of 24 months.

Hazelie Robinson

Charge 1: $1,000 fine with $500 of that fine suspended for 24 months.
Charge 2: $300 fine.

We order that Pyrenees Spirit be disqualified from Race 12 Ballarat on 23 August 2021 and 
the finishing order be amended accordingly.


Kathleen Scully
Assistant Registrar, Victorian Racing Tribunal
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