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Warning about distressing information

This guide contains information that some people may find distressing. If you experienced abuse as a child or young person in an institution mentioned in this guide, it may be a difficult reading experience. 

Guides may also contain references to previous views, policies and practices that are regrettable and do not reflect the current views, policies or practices of the department or the State of Victoria. 

If you find this content distressing, please consult with a support person either from the Department of Health and Human Services or another agency.

Disclaimer

Please note that the content of this administrative history is provided for general information only and does not purport to be comprehensive. The department does not guarantee the accuracy of this administrative history. For more information on the history of child welfare in Australia, see Find & Connect.
Child Information
	Description
	Date range

	Case history record books 

Volume; Permanent (VPRS Number 17817 / P0001)
Content: The case history record books consist of volumes with summary case information on each mother admitted to Hartnett House for care, either before or after the birth of her child. 

The case summary entries seem to have been written after the mother was discharged from the auspice, as the entries were compiled in their entirety, including both the admission and discharge details. 
There are a few instances where other comments were added later but these are the exception. By the mid-20th century, the volume entries provide more case information including details on the future of the infant and the woman who had given birth to the child.

Entries in the register are generally arranged chronologically by the date of admission of the mother. Entries are not numbered within the volumes, indicating that their function was not as an admission register but as a record of case summaries for the women admitted to the auspice.

The volumes are self-indexing, with an alphabetical list at the front of each case book indicating on which page the entry is located. This listing includes the mother's name, with the baby's name sometimes recorded – this was more likely if the child was going home with its birth mother.

Details recorded include: mother's age, religion, suburb, when admitted, when delivered (if stillborn), information indicating where the mother and/or child were placed/discharged to whom, adoption details and any other remarks. Some entries also include the father's name and address or whether he had wanted to have his details included with the birth of the child.

Various entries note that an infant had been admitted under the Infant Life Protection Act, or that the child was made a state ward or that she/he was subsequently adopted.

After 1960, the register was divided into columns and more uniform information was recorded. 

From 1960 through to 1974 a different recording process was used where the entry sizes were reduced to a one-line notation under uniform column headings: mother's surname, age, occupation, sex of child, date of admission, date of birth of the child, date of discharge, and the 'fate' or destination of the child.

Related files are held at Public Record Office Victoria, VPRS 10094 Infant Life Protection Files c.1939–c.1966.
	1900–74

	Ward files

File; Permanent (VPRS 18083 / P0001)
Content: These files contain the case history of state wards who resided at Hartnett House. 

Information content of the files comprises: 

· ward’s name, date and place of birth, when admitted to care and why

· circumstances of admission

· sources of additional information

· family background, including names and ages of parents and siblings

· case history

· assessment notes

· medical treatment details

· medical and psychologist reports

· holiday host arrangements and reports

· details regarding admissions to other institutions

· discharge date

· adoption arrangements

· foster care arrangements.
	1962–78

	Nominal rolls and statistical returns

Document; Permanent (VPRS 18082 / P0001)
Content: The two nominal rolls of non-ward children accommodated at Hartnett House include the names of resident children and their dates of birth. The rolls include the name of the person in charge. The files cover the period February 1977 to June 1980.

One file records admissions and discharges for the period July 1978 to June 1979. Information includes dates of admission and discharge, names of wards and non-wards and dates of birth. Another file records information for the period February 1976 to June 1978. This file is focused more on the numbers than the names of resident children.
	1976–80

	Name index cards to adoptions, Church of Christ and Hartnett House

Card; Permanent (VPRS 18074 / P 0001)
Content: The indexes were produced by adoption agencies to provide a record of adoptions arranged through the agencies.

Unit 1 contains Church of Christ Adoption Agency indexes. One is an index (A–Z) by birth mother’s name for babies born during the late 1960s through the early 1970s. The second index (A–L) is by baby’s birth name for babies born during the late 1960s through the early 1970s. A third index is by birth mother’s name for surnames beginning with the letter ‘W’ for births during the late 1960s through the early 1970s. 

Unit 2 contains Church of Christ Adoption Agency indexes. They are indexed by birth mother and adoptive parents. One is for surnames beginning ‘A–G’ and the other for surnames beginning ‘H–R’. They contain adoptions information for the period 1920 through the early 1960s. This unit includes adoption reference numbers.

Unit 3 contains two indexes. One is for Hartnett House. It is indexed by baby’s surname.  It includes the date of birth, the date of admission to the home and the date of discharge from the home. It covers the period from the 1960s through to the 1970s.

The smaller index is for the Church of Christ and is indexed by baby’s surname. It includes the date of birth, the date of admission to the home and the date of discharge from the home. It covers the period from 1937 through to the 1970s, with the majority of cards being for births during the 1970s.

(This entry is duplicated in the finding guide for adoptions)
	1920–79

	Refused adoption application forms

File; Temporary

Content: This single file contains a collection of application to adopt forms for which approval to adopt was refused.
	1971–73

	Application for admission and application for adoption forms

File; Unappraised

Content: This file contains several types of record. There are applications for admissions of children to Hartnett House; applications for mothers and babies to be admitted; and documents associated with adoptions of children such as consent to adopt forms and County Court notices, applications and summonses. Not all types of document are present for every child or mother.

The documents are not in any order but there is evidence that they were at one time housed in a ring binder in alphabetical order by mother’s name.
	1962–63

	Western General Hospital, Hartnett House adoptions, child adoption register, 1966–71

Volume; Unappraised

Content: This is a single, A5-sized volume that contains entries in alphabetical sections by mothers’ names. Entries record information about the mothers of children that were proposed and who may have been placed at Hartnett House for adoption. Information may include:

· mother’s name, address, date of birth, age, education, interests, condition  and physical description

· father’s name, occupation, education, physical description

· date or expected date of birth of child

· comments

· attached correspondence, for example, from doctors outlining the mothers’ circumstances.
	1966–71

	Historical Agency Adoption Records (Adoption Information Service)
File; Permanent (VPRS 17943 / P0001)
Content: The Adoption Act 1984 allowed approved agencies to arrange and negotiate the adoption of children. It also required that agencies keep certain records. If an agency’s approval or operations ceased, their records were to be forwarded to the Secretary of the Department. 

The Act also required the Department to establish an adoption information service (AIS), with access to both records created by the Department and the records of the former approved agencies. The adoption records now held by the Department were created by as many as 30 different adoption agencies that were in operation at different times. After the AIS was formed, circa 1985, it gathered the records of the various former agencies, numbered the files sequentially with an “A” prefix and created a full index.  

Other AIS unnumbered adoption files and card indexes were also transferred at a later date. The records management unit allocated these records different numbering systems to distinguish between the card indexes from the files. The categories of files were grouped by the adoption agency they related to and the function of the file. Some of the file sequences also hold an "A" prefix as adoption files. However, the numbering system is separate to the first collection transferred from the AIS.

Content of files will vary but may include.

· Application to Adopt form

· Documents and correspondence supporting the application.

· Consent to Adopt and correspondence.

· Legal documents

· Birth certificates

· Photographs.
Files relating to Hartnett House have numbers in the range A1 to A999 and A4832 to A4839. 

There may be additional files relating Hartnett House outside of this number range.
	c.1920–82

	Adoption files, Western General Hospital, Hartnett House adoptions, child files
Volume; Unappraised

Content: This is a single box contains files arranged alphabetically by children’s’ birth names. They document the placement of children for adoption and are described as relating to either the Western General Hospital or Hartnett House.
	1942-84

	Voluntary children’s homes files

File; Permanent (VPRS 18069 / P0001)
        Permanent (VPRS 18069 / P0002)
Content: The files record the interaction between the various voluntary homes and the government. This filing system was created in 1975, combining earlier correspondence and other records to create one system with ‘VH’ prefixes. 

The specific files relating to Hartnett House are dated from 1942–85 and include: 

file VH-014-01:

· inspectors’ and visit reports, 1942, 1943, 1949–52. 1954, 1958–60, 1962–63, 1966–67, 1969, 1974

· list of children (wards and ILP), 1943, 1963, 1966

· surgical consents for wards, 1962, 1964

· staffing, 1943, 1947, 1960, 1963, 1974

· maintenance payments (including children’s names), 1952

· note on adoption trial placement, 1955

· vaccination, 1958

· report on inspection of seven babies’ homes, 1963

· press clippings, 1971–74

· Community Welfare Foundation annual reports 1971–72 to 1973–74.

file VH-014-1A:

· correspondence regarding purchase, funding, staffing, salaries and operation of family group homes and emergency care units, 1982–85

· application for and declaration of establishments as approved children’s homes, 1983.

file VH-014-1:

· press clippings, 1976–77

· correspondence regarding funding, staffing, operations, 1975–80

· lists of children, 1978–79

· statistics 1977–80

· holiday hosts list, 1975

· case report on two long-term residents, 1975

· reclassification from a category two to a category one home, 1976

· Hartnett House family centre established, 1975

· correspondence regarding shortages of accommodation in the region, changes in demand, resource allocation to meet needs, ages of children taken in and from where, 1978–80.
	c.1930–c.85


Departmental administration
	Staffing Priorities Committee, homes and hostels files

File; Unappraised

Content: This collection comprises files documenting the recommendations for staffing positions for homes and hostels, correspondence between the Minister of Community Welfare Services and senior officers as well as funding information. The Staffing Priorities Committee made recommendations to the minister regarding priority of staffing positions required. Individual homes and hostels are listed accompanied by comprehensive material concerning each home, family group home or hostel. There are also minutes from the approved children's homes and hostels meetings from 1978–80.

The specific file relating to Hartnett House dates from 1977––79.
	1976–83

	Staffing Priorities Committee, homes and hostels, correspondence, guidelines for operation and minutes of meetings

File; Unappraised

Content: These records comprise ministerial correspondence, and Staffing Priority Committee minutes and list of members. The Staffing Priorities Committee made recommendations to the minister regarding priority of staffing positions required
	1976–80


To receive this publication in an accessible format phone 03 9096 8999, using the National Relay Service 13 36 77 if required, or email RecordsService.Centre@dhhs.vic.gov.au.
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