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Warning about distressing information

This guide contains information that some people may find distressing. If you experienced abuse as a child or young person in an institution mentioned in this guide, it may be a difficult reading experience. 

Guides may also contain references to previous views, policies and practices that are regrettable and do not reflect the current views, policies or practices of the department or the State of Victoria. 

If you find this content distressing, please consult with a support person either from the Department of Health and Human Services or another agency.

Disclaimer

Please note that the content of this administrative history is provided for general information only and does not purport to be comprehensive. The department does not guarantee the accuracy of this administrative history. For more information on the history of child welfare in Australia, see Find & Connect.

	Description
	Date range

	Patient Information 
	

	Patient admission, placement and discharge details

Document, Unappraised

Content: Details relating to the admission, placement and ultimate discharge of patients/trainees who resided at St Nicholas Hospital.
	1963–80

	Admission and discharge register 

Volume; Unappraised

Content: The register, required by legislation to record details of each person admitted to St Nicholas Hospital.
	1964–85

	Discharged patient index cards 

Card; Unappraised

Content: Index cards, one for each patient discharged between 1965 and 1985. 

There are two boxes of index cards arranged alphabetically by patients’ names.
	1965–85

	Register of hostel residents

Volume; Unappraised

Content: A register of the admission of women to the hostel (at St Nicholas Hospital) and their period of residence.
	1968–81

	Hospital records (includes admission and discharge register)

File and card; Temporary

Content: Originally a variety of hospital administration, personnel and patient-related records. Temporary administrative records have been transferred to collection AS/15/264. Records requiring longer retention have been transferred into a number of new collections that are listed elsewhere in this guide.

The remaining records are mostly personnel related and comprise the following:

· individual personnel files for staff employed at St Nicholas Hospital. There are several sequences of files each arranged in rough alphabetical order. Content dated c.1959–87.

· Staff employment cards arranged alphabetically, 1963–84.

· Staff leave cards, 1973–82.

· Resigned staff cards, 1967–83. 

· Staff establishment cards, 1963–84.

There is also:

· a box containing patient property index cards and vouchers, 1978–84

· a letter book

· admission and discharge register.
	1964 - 1984

	List of deceased patients 

File; Unappraised

Content: A listing of the names of children who died whilst patients at St Nicholas Hospital.
	1964–84

	Hospital Records, Deceased Patients (St Gabriel’s Training Centre, St Nicholas Hospital, Sunbury Training Centre, Pleasant Creek Training Centre)

File; Temporary

Content: This collection of 16 files appears to have been maintained by the Paediatrician, Inner Eastern Regional Team. The files relate to children and some adults who were deceased but who had previous contact (outpatients or residents) of one or more Mental Health Authority institutions. Most had contact with St Gabriel’s but also included are St Nicholas Hospital, Pleasant Creek Training Centre and Sunbury Training Centre.

Some of the patients were wards of the state.

The files are identifiable by the name of the patient. Content includes:

· statements of personal details and other admission documentation

· medical and other histories

· correspondence with other health specialists and organisations

· correspondence with family, schools and so on

· nursing notes

· care instructions

· personal correspondence of the patient, and so on.
	1965–85

	Hospital records, retained by superintendent

Document, Temporary
Content: Documents, and working papers from Dr Chitra Chandranat, superintendent of St Nicholas Hospital prior to its closure. 

Includes: correspondence, client profiles, program assessments, psychological assessment reports, meeting minutes, press clippings and parent authorisations. Some of the material relates to former resident, Anne McDonald (11 January 1961 – 22 October 2010) who later became a disability advocate.
	c.1976–85

	Psychological assessment reports retained by the superintendent 

File; Unappraised

Content: Psychological assessment reports from Dr Chitra Chandran at St Nicholas Hospital. Also includes some approval admission forms to St Nicholas special school. The records have an overall date range of 1976–85 although Dr Chandran was superintendent only towards the end of that period.
	1976–85

	Minutes of meetings, Mental Deficiency Coordinating Committee  

File; Unappraised

Content: These are records of the Mental Deficiency Coordinating Committee, which met at St Nicholas Hospital. Its deliberations included discussions regarding waiting lists and recommendations on admissions to all training centres. It is also likely that representatives form all of the training centres would have been involved in committee deliberations and that this set of minutes is one of several that would have been created. Records in this collection were originally held by the Medical Officer of the Pleasant Creek Training Centre, Stawell.
	1972–76


	Departmental administration

	Hospital administrative records

File and Volume; Temporary

Content: Records that appear to have been created in various functional areas of the hospital. Some records date from before St Nicholas Hospital was established and may refer to other mental health institutions. The collection includes:

· central general correspondence - files arranged alphabetically by subject.

· daily ward report books

· diary and communication books

· various nursing diaries and report books

· nursing administration records

· patient and trainee care and finance records

· trust and accounting records
	c.1942–86

	Management and administration records

File; Unappraised

Content: There are four files in this collection:

· Mental Health Authority, correspondence and estimates for conversion of former Children’s Hospital, Carlton, to residential treatment centre for children with physical and intellectual disabilities, 1962–70.

· Mental Health Authority, administrative reviews of hospitals and training courses, 1981–83.

· Ward assistants training course notes, Mental Health Authority course of instruction for ward assistants in psychiatric hospitals and centres for the intellectually handicapped, 1978.

· Bequests, management and administration of mental health donations trust fund, 1973–83.
	1962–83

	Personnel files, dead, Community Service Victoria ( CSV ) 

File; Temporary

Content: Personnel files (contents circa late 1950s–88) arranged alphabetically within year groups; workers compensation claims (1972–80); Office of Intellectual Disability Services (OIDS) files; and Commonwealth Employment Program (CEP) files that were held by the personnel branch of Community Services Victoria (CSV). Note that one box of personnel files identified as VPRS 6581 is held at the Public Record Office Victoria.

This collection includes records relating to some staff employed at St Nicholas hospital.
	c.1950s–88

	Personnel files 

File; Temporary

Content: this collection comprises the personnel files of four members of staff employed at St Nicholas hospital.
	1983–84


	Trust fund

	Trust committee files, St Nicholas community residential unit 

File; Unappraised

Content: Information relating to the trust committee – Westernport staff who met to discuss and improve the use of Intellectual Disability Services client funds. The files contain 

· minutes

· bank account details 

· requests for funds 

· guardianship details

· financial records. 

There are four files identified as volumes 1 to 4 and all are identified by the file reference F16.
	1984–90


	Committee of inquiry

	Minutes, submissions and other papers, Committee of Inquiry to Investigate Claims About Children at St Nicholas Hospital

File; Unappraised

Content: The Committee of Inquiry was established in 1979 at the request of the Health Commission of Victoria to investigate claims regarding the abilities of children resident at St Nicholas Hospital.

The case of Anne McDonald and her Appeal to the Supreme Court for release from the Hospital formed a part of the Inquiry’s considerations.

Papers include:

· minutes of meetings of the committee

· submissions to the inquiry

· secretary's papers

· Chairman's working papers

· Correspondence regarding release of committee papers under FOI legislation, including exempt documents, and court appeals regarding release of committee papers

· FOI requests made by Ms Rosemary Crossley, Ms Anne McDonald and Mr C Borthwick.
	1975–85

	Submissions to the Committee of Inquiry to Investigate Claims About Children at St Nicholas Hospital

File; Unappraised

Content: Separate submissions from organisations and private individuals to the inquiry into claims made about children at St Nicholas Hospital.
	1979


	St Nicholas Hospital closure

	Report, the St Nicholas hospital closure project

Volume; Unappraised

Content: Photocopied pages in a two-volume, spiral bound report, titled, “The St Nicholas Project: Service Dream and Administration Nightmare.” The report was produced by Ms Jan Harper, Project Officer of the St Nicholas Hospital closure project. 

The St Nicholas project involved the closure of the hospital and the relocation of disability clients to community based residential care units (CRUs). This included sale of the hospital site, purchase and fitting out of residential housing around the state, staffing, program development and implementation. 

The Project for relocating St Nicholas Hospital residents to 23 x community based residential houses had three stages: the first in late 1983 and the final stage in 1984. 

The project was significant in that it changed the entire system of care provided by the Department to disability clients, and was the first exercise in deinstitutionalisation in Victoria.
	1985

	Photographs, St Nicholas Hospital de-institutionalisation project 

Photograph; Unappraised

Content: Supplied by Jan Harper, author of the report on the project to close St Nicholas Hospital and to relocate its residents.  

The collection contains photographs of:

· St Nicholas Hospital buildings

· several St Nicholas Hospital residents

· residents leaving St Nicholas Hospital  bound for Community Residential Units (CRU) at various locations

· various CRU buildings

· residents at various CRUs

· the Minister, Tom Roper, inspecting  a CRU.

At June 2016, the collection was listed as missing.
	1985
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