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DECISION
RACING VICTORIA
and
GREG EURELL


Date of hearing:	29 October 2025

Date of decision:	29 October 2025

Panel:	Judge Kathryn Kings (Deputy Chairperson), Ms Melissa Mahady and Ms Maree Payne.   

[bookmark: _Hlk16238640]Appearances: 	Mr Scott Hunter appeared on behalf of the Stewards.
Mr Greg Eurell represented himself.        
		
[bookmark: _Hlk173834904]Charge:	Australian Rule of Racing (“AR”) 240(2) states:
(2) Subject to subrule (3), if a horse is brought to a racecourse for the purpose of participating in a race and a prohibited substance on Prohibited List A and/or Prohibited List B is detected in a sample taken from the horse prior to or following its running in any race, the trainer and any other person who was in charge of the horse at any relevant time breaches these Australian Rules.

[bookmark: _Hlk173835515]Particulars of charge:	1. You are, and were at all relevant times, a trainer licensed by Racing Victoria and a person bound by the Rules of Racing.  

	2. You were, at all relevant times, the trainer of Trial By Press (the Horse). 

	3. On 31 May 2025, the Horse was brought to the Caulfield Racecourse and was engaged to race in Race 4, the Selangor Turf Club Handicap, over 1400 metres (the Race). 

	4. On 31 May 2025, a pre-race blood test (R620908), as well as a post-race blood test (R614880) was taken from the Horse (the Samples). 

	5. An analysis of the Samples detected the presence of dexamethasone. 

	6. Dexamethasone is a prohibited substances pursuant to Division 1 of Part 2 of Schedule 1 (Prohibited list B) of the Australian Rules of Racing. 

Plea: 	Guilty


DECISION
1. Mr Greg Eurell is a trainer licensed by Racing Victoria (“RV”) and is bound by the Australian Rules of Racing (“AR”). Mr Eurell has been licensed for 38 years. He is the trainer of “Trial By Press”. 

2. Mr Eurell has been charged with breaching AR 240(2), a presentation charge. Mr Eurell presented Trial By Press for Race 4 at Caulfield Racecourse on 31 May 2025.  Trial By Press won the race. A pre-race blood sample (R620908) and a post-race blood sample (R614880) were collected from Trial By Press with subsequent analysis from Racing Analytical Services (“RASL”) and Australia Racing Forensic Laboratory (“ARFL”). Both RASL and ARFL confirmed the presence of dexamethasone.

3. Dexamethasone or “Dex”, as it is commonly called, is a prohibited substance under the Rules. Sample R620908 was found to have a concentration approximately three times greater than the Australian Residue Limit of 0.2ng/ml. Sample 614880 was found to have a concentration of approximately two times greater than the limit. Mr Eurell was not present during the taking of the samples and had no explanation for the findings. No other horses in the stable were treated with Dex at this time. He has used Dex in the stable, but it was not a regular product.  

4. Ms Fletcher, foreman of the stable, is responsible for all treatments and said Trial By Press does not receive regular treatments. Trial By Press travelled with another horse, Happy Link, who had previously been treated with Dex.

5. Veterinarian, Ms Emma Wood, stated Trial By Press is not on any regular medications and has not been prescribed dexamethasone. She had not administered dexamethasone to the horse or any horses near Trial By Press.

6. Mr Eurell pleaded guilty to the charge at the earliest opportunity and co-operated with the Stewards. Although he has no explanation for the positive swab, he has an excellent record of 38 years without any prior offences.

7. [bookmark: _Int_ngnJfx86][bookmark: _Int_iXEI9qUE][bookmark: _Int_AXAT1O7N]In imposing a penalty, we take into account his guilty plea, his co-operation with the Stewards, his excellent record and the importance of general and specific deterrence. We also acknowledge the importance of maintaining a level playing field by having a drug free industry. We acknowledge the submissions of the Stewards in relation to penalty. In addition, we take into account penalties in like cases as a guide.

8. In all the circumstances, and given Mr Eurell’s excellent record, we impose a fine of $3,000.

9. In addition, Trial By Press is disqualified from Race 4 at Caulfield on 31 May 2025 and the finishing order is amended accordingly. 


Mark Howard
Registrar, Victorian Racing Tribunal

	
	Page 2 of 1	[image: State Gov Logo CMYK]
image2.png
RACING
TRIBUNAL





image1.png
v

Victoria




image3.png
ORIA

State
Government




image4.png
ORIA

State
Government




