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DECISION
HARNESS RACING VICTORIA
and
TAYLA NICHOLSON


Date of Hearing:		15 October 2025

Date of Decision:		15 October 2025

Panel:	Judge Kathryn Kings (Deputy Chairperson), Mr Greg Childs and Mr Des Gleeson.

[bookmark: _Hlk16238640]Appearances: 	Mr Andrew Cusumano appeared on behalf of the Stewards.
	Mr Rick Jones represented Ms Tayla Nicholson.
	
Charges:	Australian Harness Racing Rule (“AHRR”) 190(1) states: 
(1) A horse shall be presented for a race free of prohibited substances.

AHRR 190B(1)(b) states:
(1) A trainer shall at all times keep and maintain a log book:-  
(b)  recording all details of treatment administered to any horse in his or her care and including as a minimum requirement: 
(i) the name of the horse 
(ii) the date and time of administration of the treatment 
(iii) the name of the treatment (brand name of active constituent) 
(iv) the route of administration 
(v) the amount given 
(vi) the name and signature of the person or persons administering and/or authorising treatment.  



[bookmark: _Hlk211517733]Particulars of charges:	Charge 1: AHRR 190(1)

1. At all relevant times, you were a licensed trainer with HRV and a person bound by the AHRR; 

2. At all relevant times, you were the trainer of the horse ‘Bubby To Base’; 

3. On 24 October 2024, ‘Bubby To Base’ was presented for, and competed in, Race 8 at the Kilmore harness racing meeting, the ‘Buds & Branches Florist Pace’ (the Race); 

4. Prior to the Race, a blood sample was collected from ‘Bubby To Base’ with subsequent analysis of that sample revealing the presence of Triamcinolone Acetonide. 

5. As the trainer of ‘Bubby To Base’ on 24 October 2024, you presented that horse for the Race not free of the prohibited substance Triamcinolone Acetonide.

Charge 2: AHRR 190B(1)(b)

1. At all relevant times, you were a licensed trainer with HRV and a person bound by the AHRR; 

2. At all relevant times, you were the trainer of the horse ‘Bubby To Base’; 

3. On 9 October 2024, ‘Bubby To Base’ was administered injections of “20mg Kenacort (Triamcinolone)” and “20ml Mepivacaine” (the Treatments); 

4. The Treatments were not recorded in a log book; 

5. As the trainer of ‘Bubby To Base’ you have failed to keep and maintain a log book recording all details of treatments administered to a horse in your care.  

Pleas: 				Guilty


DECISION

Ms Tayla Nicholson is a trainer licensed by Harness Racing Victoria (“HRV”) and bound by the Australian Harness Racing Rules (“AHRR”). Ms Nicholson has been licensed as a trainer for seven years and was licensed as a stablehand for some time prior to that, with a break in 2013 to 2018. She is the trainer of the horse, “Bubby To Base”.  

Ms Nicholson presented the horse for Race 8 at Kilmore on 24 October 2024.  A pre-race blood sample was collected from the horse and subsequent analysis performed by Racing Analytical Services Limited (“RASL”), showed the horse was not free of a prohibited substance.  Triamcinolone acetonide was present in the blood sample. The reserve portion of the sample was sent to the Australian Racing Forensic Laboratory (“ARFL”) for further testing. On 24 December 2024, AFRL reported that the result of the analysis detected the presence of triamcinolone acetonide. 

Ms Nicholson has been charged with a presentation offence pursuant to AHRR 190(1). Ms Nicholson pleaded guilty to the charge and has co-operated with the Stewards. Ms Nicholson is an A grade trainer. She has no relevant prior offences. 

Ms Nicholson said that between September to November 2024, Bubby To Base had been treated by her veterinarian, Dr Adam Matthew. In a report dated 9 October 2024, Dr Matthew said that on 9 October 2024 he examined Bubby To Base and administered to the horse, by way of injection, Kenacort (Triamcinolone) and 20ml of Mepivacaine into the sacroiliac joint. 

Dr Anil Prabhu, Chief Veterinarian at HRV, has 30 years track experience in racetrack veterinary practice, is a clinician and is in the veterinarian regulation of horse racing. Dr Prabhu provided a witness statement regarding the use of triamcinolone acetonide and said it is a prescription only product to be used by, and on the advice of a veterinarian. It is used primarily for anti-inflammatory effects. In horses it is primarily used intra-articular for the treatment of osteo arthritis, synovitis and cartilage degradation. As an intra-articular medication, it cannot be used within eight clear days of a race. The clearance of triamcinolone is quickest from intra-articular injection and can be quite prolonged if administered by intramuscular injection. This is further modified by the concentration, volume administered and the area chosen. The muscular region with a high level of fibrous tissue can trap the medication and cause a prolonged release. 

The Tribunal accepts that the likely cause of the positive swab is the administration of triamcinolone acetonide, a synthetic corticosteroid medication. 
In imposing a penalty, we take into account Ms Nicholson’s guilty plea, her co-operation with the Stewards, her good record and the importance of general deterrence. We accept that there is a heavy onus upon owners and trainers, even when following veterinarian advice. We also acknowledge the importance of maintaining a drug free industry. We acknowledge the submissions of the Stewards in relation to penalty. In addition, we take into account penalties in like cases as a guide. 

In relation to the presentation charge, we impose a penalty of a $5,000 fine, with $2,000  suspended for 24  months from today. The $2,000 will only be activated in the event a relevant offence is committed within that period. $3,000 is payable forthwith.  

In addition, Bubby To Base is disqualified from Race 8 at Kilmore on 24 October 2024 and the finishing order is amended accordingly. 

In relation to the logbook charge, we impose a fine of $250, also payable forthwith. 


Kathleen Scully
Assistant Registrar, Victorian Racing Tribunal
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