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We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of Country throughout Victoria and pay respects to their Elders past and present. We acknowledge that Aboriginal self-determination is a human right and recognise the hard work of many generations of Aboriginal people.
We are committed to safe and inclusive workplaces, policies, and services for people from LGBTIQA+ communities and their families.
Contact us to receive this document in another format. Please email youthfest@dffh.vic.gov.au.
Authorised and published by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne.
© State of Victoria, Australia, Department of Families, Fairness and Housing, January 2026.
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With the exception of any images, photographs or branding (including, but not limited to the Victorian Coat of Arms, the Victorian Government logo or the Department of Families, Fairness and Housing logo), this work, Victorian Youth Fest 2026 program guidelines, is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 licence.
The terms and conditions of this licence, including disclaimer of warranties and limitation of liability are available at Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International Public License https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/.
You are free to re-use the work under that licence, on the condition that you credit the State of Victoria, Australia (Department of Families, Fairness and Housing) as the author, indicate if any changes have been made to the work and comply with the other licence terms.
Except where otherwise indicated, the images in this document show models and illustrative settings only, and do not necessarily depict actual services, facilities or recipients of services. This document may contain images of deceased Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.
In this document, ‘Aboriginal’ refers to both Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. ‘Indigenous’ or ‘Koori/Koorie’ is retained when part of the title of a report, program or quotation.
[bookmark: _Hlk62746129]ISBN 978-1-76130-924-3 (pdf/online/MS word)
Available at Youth Fest Grants https://www.vic.gov.au/youth-fest-grants
(2512480)

[bookmark: _Toc219369291]Message from the Minister for Youth
Young people play an important role in shaping Victoria’s future. Each year, Victorian Youth Fest grants fund events that celebrate young people.
Victorian Youth Fest is a month-long celebration for young people aged 12 to 25. It creates opportunities for them to participate, be heard, and connect with their peers. As Minister for Youth, I am thrilled to announce grant applications have opened for 2026.
This funding is all about creating local opportunities for young people to connect and celebrate, whilst recognising their achievements, ideas and contributions to their communities.
Eligible organisations are encouraged to apply for a grant to plan inclusive and accessible events together with young people. These events can be different in every place. They might include music performances, art projects, sporting competitions, cultural celebrations, or community activities.
Youth participation is a key part of Victorian Youth Fest. This means events are shaped by the ideas and perspectives of young people. They might design posters, organise performances, run activities, or speak at the event. When young people are involved, the event is more meaningful and truly reflects what they want and need.
Victorian Youth Fest 2026 grants will create events throughout September that help foster community connection and showcase young people’s talents.
I look forward to seeing young Victorians play a central role in shaping local events. I am confident that each event will reflect the diversity, connection and inclusiveness that makes our state so great.
[image: Signature of The Hon Natalie Suleyman MP.]
The Hon Natalie Suleyman MP
Minister for Youth
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[bookmark: _Toc95991194][bookmark: _Toc219369292]Program overview
[bookmark: _Toc95991195]Victorian Youth Fest is a month-long celebration across Victoria. It recognises the contribution and achievements young people aged 12 to 25 make in their communities.
This year, the Victorian Government is providing grants of up to $2,000 to deliver events across the state during Victorian Youth Fest in September 2026.
The objectives of Victorian Youth Fest are to:
· create local and accessible events that bring young people together and strengthen social connections
· [bookmark: _Hlk215582289]celebrate young people’s talents, ideas, achievements and contributions to their communities
· provide opportunities for young people to be involved in planning and delivering Victorian Youth Fest events.
We encourage applications that support priority groups of young people experiencing barriers to community participation. This includes young people who:
· live in regional and rural Victoria
· are newly arrived, refugees and asylum seekers
· are Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islanders
· are culturally diverse
· have a disability
· identify as LGBTIQA+
· face social isolation or disadvantage.
Applications are open from Tuesday 27 January 2026.
You must submit your application via the Grants Gateway no later than 
1:00 pm on Wednesday 4 March 2026. Direct submissions and late applications are not accepted.
See ‘How to apply’ for more details.
[bookmark: _Eligibility_criteria][bookmark: _Toc95991200][bookmark: _Toc219369293]Eligibility criteria
To be eligible to apply for funding through the Victorian Youth Fest program, your:
· application must be submitted by an eligible organisation as outlined in ‘Who can apply (organisation eligibility)’
· organisation must have a current Australian Business Number (ABN)
· organisation must have no overdue reports from previous or current grants funded via the Department of Families, Fairness and Housing (the department)
· application must propose clearly an eligible event as outlined in ‘Eligible event activities and costs’.


How to check your Australian Business Number (ABN)
To check your ABN, visit the Australian Business Register (ABR)[footnoteRef:2] [2:  https://abr.business.gov.au/] 

How to check your organisation type:
For incorporated associations, co-operatives or organisations incorporated through other means go to Consumer Affairs Victoria[footnoteRef:3] [3:  https://www.consumer.vic.gov.au/] 

For a Company Limited by Guarantee go to ASIC Connect Online[footnoteRef:4] [4:  https://connectonline.asic.gov.au/RegistrySearch/] 

For registered charities go to Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission (ACNC)[footnoteRef:5] [5:  https://www.acnc.gov.au/charity/charities] 

For Aboriginal corporations go to Office of the Registrar of Indigenous Corporations (ORIC)[footnoteRef:6]. [6:  https://www.oric.gov.au/] 

To check if your organisation is up to date on reporting requirements, please view your current grants in the DFFH Grants Gateway[footnoteRef:7]. [7:  https://grantsgateway.dffh.vic.gov.au] 

Any report showing as red is overdue. These reports must be completed before you submit your application to this grant program to avoid disappointment.
[bookmark: _Who_can_apply][bookmark: _Toc217291046][bookmark: _Toc219369294]Who can apply (organisation eligibility)
Funding is available to organisations based in Victoria.
Applicants must be either:
a not-for-profit organisation incorporated under the Corporations Act 2001 or registered as a not-for-profit through the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission
a Victorian local government authority
a Victorian School
an Aboriginal entity that is incorporated, including:
Aboriginal not-for-profit organisations
Aboriginal Community Controlled Organisations (ACCOs)
Traditional Owner groups and land trusts
a social enterprise that is an incorporated entity with a clear purpose or mission related to engaging and empowering young people. Social enterprises must attach their constitution with their application.
Social enterprises:
have an economic, social, cultural or environmental mission consistent with a public or community benefit
get most of their income from trade
reinvest most of their profit or surplus in fulfilling their mission (at least 50%).
Organisations that do not meet these criteria are not eligible to apply for funding. But they might consider partnering with an eligible organisation under an auspice arrangement. See ‘Auspice arrangements’ for more information.
Entities that are not eligible include:
individuals and sole traders
private (for profit) companies
charitable trusts.
[bookmark: _Auspice_arrangements][bookmark: _Toc219369295]Auspice arrangements
We allow Auspice arrangements under the program.
If your organisation is not incorporated or does not have an ABN, you may consider partnering with another organisation that meets these eligibility criteria which will accept legal responsibility for the grant. This is known as an auspice arrangement.
If the application is successful, your organisation delivers the event, but the auspice organisation is responsible for:
signing the grant funding agreement with the department
ensuring the legal and financial requirements of the grant and funding agreement are met
receiving and distributing grant funds under the funding agreement
ensuring all project activities are completed
submitting reports and financial acquittals (an acquittal is a detailed breakdown of funding expenditure and any unexpended funds) on behalf of your organisation.
If you want to propose an auspice arrangement the application must include:
a letter of support from the auspice organisation
a memorandum of understanding outlining roles and responsibilities between the 2 organisations.
More information on auspice arrangements is available from the Grants Gateway[footnoteRef:8]. [8:  https://grantsgateway.dffh.vic.gov.au/] 

[bookmark: _Who_is_not][bookmark: _What_the_grant][bookmark: _Eligible_activities_and][bookmark: _Eligible_event_activities][bookmark: _Toc219369296]Eligible event activities and costs
Victorian Youth Fest 2026 funds events that meet the objectives by:
creating local and accessible opportunities that bring young people together
celebrating and showcasing young people’s:
talents
ideas
contributions
providing opportunities for young people to get involved in planning and delivering.
To be eligible, events must:
be accessible to young people aged 12 to 25, in their local community
take place in Victoria during September 2026
be alcohol, smoke and drug-free, and be fully supervised
provide safe and secure environments for young people
be covered by all appropriate insurance, including public liability insurance.
Examples of events funded before, include experiences that are:
creative
cultural
active.
These kinds of experiences bring young people together and celebrate community spirit, such as:
arts and creativity:
immersive photography exhibitions capturing community stories
youth-led mural creations transforming public spaces
film competitions showcasing emerging talent
talent shows for young people
cultural celebrations and community festivals:
cultural days filled with music, dance and tradition
community festivals with live bands, market stalls and activities
sport and recreation:
soccer, table-tennis, basketball or sporting tournaments that unite community
team building obstacle course challenges
skateboarding or BMX showdowns
video-gaming tournaments or friendly e-sports competitions
digital creativity sessions or collaborative gaming events.
For a full list of Victorian Youth Week events funded in 2025, visit the Victorian Government’s Youth Fest grants[footnoteRef:9] website. [9:  https://www.vic.gov.au/youth-fest-grants] 

[bookmark: _Toc219369297]Ineligible event activities and costs
Victorian Youth Fest 2026 grants will not fund:
events that are not youth-focused or youth-led
events that don’t align with the program’s objectives
organisations that have failed to complete any previous projects funded by the department without enough cause
funding for projects that have already started or been completed, including:
any activity undertaken before notification of an application outcome
significant funding for equipment
salary subsidies
event costs or travel outside Victoria
funding for people or organisations from interstate or overseas to visit Victoria
party political activities
gambling or alcohol related expenses
events occurring outside September 2026
non-project related administration costs.
Eligible organisations with eligible events can apply for grants of up to $2,000 (see ‘Eligible event activities and costs’).
If you’re not sure if your proposed event is eligible for funding, email the Office for Youth: youthfest@dffh.vic.gov.au.
[bookmark: _How_to_apply][bookmark: _Toc217291050][bookmark: _Toc219369298]How to apply
Submit your application online using the Victorian Youth Fest 2026 application form, unless the department has agreed to a prior arrangement. You can find the application form on the Grants Gateway[footnoteRef:10]. [10:  https://grantsgateway.dffh.vic.gov.au/] 

Submit applications by 1:00 pm, Wednesday 4 March 2026. The Grants Gateway[footnoteRef:11] will confirm receipt of applications. [11:  https://grantsgateway.dffh.vic.gov.au/] 

To ensure a fair process, the department will not accept any applications after the closing date.
Apply in 5 steps:
Step 1: Read these program guidelines and how to write a grant application[footnoteRef:12] on the vic.gov.au website. [12:  https://www.vic.gov.au/how-write-good-grant-application] 

Step 2: Check your eligibility to make sure your organisation and proposed project meet all eligibility criteria (see ‘Eligibility criteria’).
Step 3: Consider the assessment process. Review the assessment criteria and consider how your event aligns with each one and the objectives of Youth Fest.
Be prepared to explain clearly:
how the project brings young people together in an accessible and inclusive way, while celebrating their talents, ideas and contributions
local need for a youth-focused celebration and why it matters to young people
how young people will help plan, promote and deliver the event
how the project will engage a diverse cross-section or priority groups and ensure a safe, inclusive environment for all participants.
Step 4: Start your application. Register or log-in to Grants Gateway[footnoteRef:13] and start a Youth Fest 2026 application found in ‘Available Grants’. [13:  https://grantsgateway.dffh.vic.gov.au/] 

You can:
save your application as a draft and finish it later
attach all supporting documents with the application
make a note of your application number and reference it if you need to contact us.
Step 5: Complete and submit.
Answer all sections of the application and submit by 1:00 pm, Wednesday 4 March 2026.

[bookmark: _Assessment_process][bookmark: _Toc95991209][bookmark: _Toc219369299]Assessment process
All applications for Victorian Youth Fest undergo the following review and assessment process:
	Assessment section
	Details of assessment section

	Eligibility assessment
	1. Once the applications have closed, the department checks that your organisation and proposed event is eligible.
The eligibility assessment determines whether your application will proceed to merit assessment.

	Merit assessment – ratings against selection criteria
	1. An assessment panel reviews eligible applications. The panel scores applications against the selection criteria.
1. The assessment panel includes:
2. departmental staff
2. other government representatives.

	Funding recommendations
	1. The assessment panel provides the Minister for Youth with funding recommendations.

	Ministerial approval
	1. The Minister for Youth makes the final decision based on panel recommendations.

	Application outcome
	1. The department notifies all applicants of the outcome of their application by email.


[bookmark: _Toc217291052][bookmark: _Toc219369300]Merit assessment 
The department assesses applications against the requirements in the following 4 selection criteria. Each criterion is rated using a percentage score.
Applicants must use these criteria to show how their proposed project meets the objectives of Victorian Youth Fest 2026. A strong application will demonstrate clearly – in response to the criteria – how the proposed event aligns with the program objectives.
[bookmark: _Selection_criteria][bookmark: _Toc217291053][bookmark: _Toc219369301]Selection criteria
	Criteria
	Weighting

	1. Project overview
Applicants must:
describe how the project intends to create a local and accessible event that brings young people together
outline how the event intends to celebrate young people’s talent, achievements, ideas and/or contributions to the community.
	Project overview is rated at 25%.

	2. Local context
Applicants must:
describe the need or demand for a youth-focused celebration in the community and why it matters to local young people.
	Local context is rated at 25%.

	3. Youth involvement
Applicants must:
describe how the project will create opportunities for young people to contribute to the planning, promotion and delivery of the event.
	Youth involvement is rated at 25%.

	4. Youth engagement
Applicants must:
identify how the proposed event will engage young people – either by reaching a diverse cross-section of young people or by focusing on one or more of the priority groups, including those who:
live in regional and rural Victoria
are newly arrived, refugees and asylum seekers
are Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islanders
are culturally diverse
have a disability
identify as LGBTIQA+
face social isolation or disadvantage.
outline how the proposed event will create a safe and inclusive environment that supports the participation of either a diverse cross-section or the selected priority group(s).
	Youth engagement is rated at 25%.


[bookmark: _Hlk16520284]Note: Applications proposing events based in regional and rural Victoria are strongly encouraged and are prioritised.
[bookmark: _Toc95991211][bookmark: _Toc219369302]Notification of application outcomes
All applicants receive written notification of the outcome of their application. If you are successful, we let you know about any specific conditions attached to the grant.
All assessment decisions are final. This includes decisions about:
eligibility
assessment process
any decision to:
offer or award a grant under the program
withdraw the offer or cancel the funding agreement.
[bookmark: _Toc95991212][bookmark: _Toc219369303]Conditions of funding
[bookmark: _Toc171515694][bookmark: _Toc174963052][bookmark: _Toc217291056][bookmark: _Toc219369304]Funding agreements
[bookmark: _Hlk172214742][bookmark: _Hlk172206059]If successful, you must enter into a Victorian Common Funding Agreement (VCFA) with the department within 2 weeks of receipt of the documentation. If you do not accept the funding offer during this period, the department may withdraw it.
The VCFA outlines:
the grant’s terms and conditions, including use of funds
key deliverables and due dates
reporting requirements.
[bookmark: _Toc171515695][bookmark: _Toc174963053][bookmark: _Toc217291057][bookmark: _Toc219369305]Other Victorian Youth Fest requirements
Organisations applying for a $2,000 grant need to outline other contributions for the proposed project, such as:
financial co-contributions
in-kind support.
The following conditions apply to all projects that receive a grant:
Any variation to the approved project must be submitted to the department for approval, before starting the project.
All publicity, promotional material and signage relating to the project must prominently display the Victorian Youth Fest and Victorian Government logos.
All promotional material and publicity generated by the funded organisation relating to the project must include the following acknowledgement:
‘This event is supported by the Victorian Government’.
Recipients must submit event details to the department by July 2026.
Grant recipients must complete a Victorian Youth Fest 2026 report that includes media related to their project such as:
photographs
films
mixed media artwork.
All staff and people aged 18 and over, who come into regular, direct and unsupervised contact with young people and are involved in program delivery (for applicable projects), will need to hold a current Working With Children Check[footnoteRef:14]. [14:  https://service.vic.gov.au/services/working-with-children] 

Grant recipients must have appropriate policies and processes in place that follow the Victorian Child Safe Standards[footnoteRef:15]. This includes changes that came into effect from 1 July 2022. For more information, see New Child Safe Standards start in Victoria on 1 July 2022 to better protect children[footnoteRef:16]. [15:  https://ccyp.vic.gov.au/child-safe-standards]  [16:  https://ccyp.vic.gov.au/news/new-child-safe-standards-start-in-victoria-on-1-july-2022-to-better-protect-children] 

[bookmark: _Toc171515696][bookmark: _Toc174963054][bookmark: _Toc217291058][bookmark: _Toc219369306]Payment of grant funds and reporting requirements
Funded organisations will:
be paid in advance of agreed project milestones and deliverables outlined in the Funding Agreement
submit a final report including a project acquittal and evidence of project outcomes at the end of the activities.
Funds must go to the project as described in the VCFA. Any unspent funds must go back to the department.
[bookmark: _Toc217291059][bookmark: _Toc219369307]Goods and services tax (GST)
GST is paid if the grant is funding a good or service, and if the recipient organisation is registered for GST.
GST is not paid if the recipient organisation is not registered for GST.
GST is not paid if the recipient organisation is a government entity (e.g. school, local council).
GST is not paid if the grant is not funding a good and/or service.
From 1 January 2025, organisations that are not registered for GST can use grant funds to cover the cost of GST from goods and services purchased with department grant funds. More information, including what this means for your grant application, is available on the Grants Gateway[footnoteRef:17]. [17:  https://grantsgateway.dffh.vic.gov.au/s/login] 

[bookmark: _Toc217291060][bookmark: _Toc219369308]More information and help
Please email the Office for Youth: youthfest@dffh.vic.gov.au to:
ask for more information
request a call back, from Monday to Friday, 9:00 am to 5:00 pm (except public holidays).
To receive this document in another format:
Please email the Office for Youth youthfest@dffh.vic.gov.au.
If you need an interpreter:
Please email the Office for Youth youthfest@dffh.vic.gov.au to request a call back and tell us of your preferred language.
If you are deaf, hearing impaired or speech impaired:
Please email the Office for Youth youthfest@dffh.vic.gov.au to request a call back and tell us the National Relay Service (NRS) you would like us to use to contact you.
For more information about the NRS, visit National Relay Service[footnoteRef:18] or call the NRS Helpdesk on 1800 555 660. [18:  https://www.accesshub.gov.au/about-the-nrs/nrs-call-numbers-and-links] 
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