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1. [bookmark: _Toc224210165]Message from the Minister  
Victoria’s freight and logistics sector is a major contributor to the state’s economy, supporting hundreds of thousands of jobs, regional industries, exporters and the communities that rely on a strong supply chain.  
As freight volumes continue to grow, there is a clear need to support the sector’s long-term productivity, resilience and environmental impact. 
The local, national and international context of freight is changing, and it’s essential that we anticipate and respond. In particular, the ongoing impacts of the global pandemic, numerous conflicts around the world and local disruptions have highlighted our dependency on effective supply chains. 
So too, have the ongoing challenges posed by climate change, with significant zero-emission targets and increased community expectations for climate action and improvements to air quality, including in industrialised areas like Melbourne’s the inner west.
Technological innovation, improved access to data, and greater collaboration create opportunities to make supply chains more efficient, safer and better connected.
In response to all of this, we developed a new Victorian Freight Plan, with one of the key pillars to encourage greater collaboration with industry.
The Victorian Freight Decarbonisation Co-investment Fund is a key example of this. 
With $8 million available and up to $300,000 in co-investment support per project, the fund is designed to help small and medium-sized freight operators start to shift to low and zero-emission vehicles and technologies Funding is available for   low-emission vehicles and equipment, helping businesses adapt and thrive.
It also includes electric-charging infrastructure to give operators greater access to low-emissions fuels and new tools to assess and track their carbon emissions.
An Expression of Interest will be open to businesses with up to 200 employees.  It’s one of many ways we’re supporting operators to cut carbon emissions, make the industry more sustainable and ensure freight can move around Victoria more efficiently.
This initiative is part of a broader plan to decarbonise the freight network and support the state’s legislated target of achieving net-zero emissions by 2045.
Transport, including freight, accounts for a quarter of Victoria’s emissions, and reducing this impact will create cleaner air, quieter streets and more sustainable freight movements across the state. 
Collaboration with operators, industry partners and supply chain leaders remains critical to achieving these outcomes while maintaining the strength, competitiveness and future-readiness of Victoria’s freight system.
I want to thank industry members for their leadership, collaboration and willingness to embrace innovation and new technologies and overcome significant disruption and challenges. By working together, we can build a smarter, cleaner and future-ready freight network that continues to drive Victoria’s prosperity while reducing environmental impacts for communities across the state.



Melissa Horne MP
Minister for Ports and Freight

[bookmark: _Toc224210166]2. Background
[bookmark: _Toc224210167]2.1. About the program
The Victorian Government has set some of the most ambitious emissions reduction targets in the world, which includes achieving net-zero emissions by 2045. Decarbonising freight transport will be important to deliver on these targets. 
There is industry interest in transitioning to zero emission vehicles, however freight operators face uncertainty and unknowns around operating zero emission vehicles, charging infrastructure, vehicle range and whole-of-life costs. This program aims to help address these issues.
The Victorian Freight Decarbonisation Co-Investment Program (the program) is funded through Victoria Delivers: Victorian Freight Plan 2025-2030 and commits to supporting industry to begin the transition to low-emissions freight vehicles. The program provides $8m to a co-investment model with small and medium freight operators.
Individual grants will provide up to $300,000 (excluding GST) for small to medium freight operators to purchase or lease low and zero-emission freight vehicles (LZEFVs) and decarbonisation technologies and infrastructure. 
You must read these guidelines in full before applying for this grant.
These program guidelines contain information about the program including:  
· available funding
· eligibility criteria
· expression of interest process
· application process 
· assessment criteria  
· outcomes
· grant agreement
These guidelines also include terms and conditions, and a privacy statement. 
Section 8.1 includes definitions of key terminology.  
[bookmark: _Toc224210168]2.2. Program purpose and objectives
The Department of Transport and Planning (DTP) is awarding grants to support the road freight industry’s transition to low-emissions freight vehicles.
The short-term objectives of the program are to:
· support the land freight industry to decarbonise
· collect and share information about the experience of decarbonising land freight, including opportunities and challenges faced by transport operators
· stimulate industry transition and take up of emerging technologies support capability building across the industry
The long-term outcomes of the program are to support:
· reduction of freight transport emissions
· small and medium-sized transport operators adopt low and or zero emission freight vehicles and reduce their emissions
· freight and connected industries develop a better understanding of the opportunities and challenges around adopting and using low and or zero emission freight vehicles
· increased freight industry knowledge and understanding of decarbonisation options, considerations and challenges, leading to knowledge sharing
· Support long‑term industry productivity by building capability across the sector, including preparing fleets for next‑generation vehicles, compatible infrastructure, and lower operating costs over time.
· Improved community amenity through cleaner air, quieter streets, and more pleasant neighbourhoods along freight routes.


[bookmark: _Toc224210169]3. Program details
[bookmark: _Toc224210170]3.1. Available funding
Eligible applicants may apply for grants of up to $300,000 (excluding GST). The program is a negotiated, contestable grant program.
Successful grant recipients will receive their grant over multiple instalments specific to each funding agreement. 
[bookmark: _Toc224210171]3.1.1 Co-contribution requirements
All applicants are required to make a financial co-contribution towards the proposed project budget. 
The minimum funding ratio between applicant's co-contribution and the government grant is 1:5. For example, applicants can request a grant of $300,000 (excluding GST) only if they are prepared to co-contribute a minimum of $60,000 (excluding GST) towards their project.
In-kind contributions cannot form part of the required co-contribution. An in-kind contribution is a contribution of a good or a service other than cash. 
Funds from other local, state and Federal Government programs cannot be included in applicants’ co-contributions.
[bookmark: _Toc224210172]3.2. Eligibility
[bookmark: _Toc224210173]3.2.1. Who is eligible to apply for a grant
Applicants must:
· be a small-medium sized land freight transport operator involved in the movement of goods by road or rail, using trucks, trains or other specialized vehicles
· hold an Australian Business Number (ABN), and have held that ABN since 30 June 2022
· employ 200 full-time equivalent or fewer employees
· not been declared insolvent or have owners/directors that are an undischarged bankrupt
· be registered and operate in Victoria
The program is only open to businesses who engage in land freight operations. A freight business is a commercial enterprise whose primary activity is the transport of mainly bulk goods, materials, livestock, merchandise, or other freight by land (road and rail), from one location to another.
This typically includes:
· moving goods for other businesses or clients from one location to another
· purchasing or leasing vehicles specifically for freight transport
· freight forwarding and logistics services where road and or rail transport is the mode of carriage
· transporting bulk, packaged, or consolidated freight for delivery
It does not include ancillary activities such as:
· packing/crating goods for transport
· hiring vehicles without drivers
· passenger and sub-contracted transport services (e.g., buses, taxis, rideshare drivers and an applicant’s sub-contractors)
Eligible businesses must be registered on the Australian Business Register (ABR) with one or more of the following Australian and New Zealand Standard Industrial Classification (ANZSIC) codes:
· 4610 Road Freight Transport
· 4710 Rail Freight Transport
· 5292 Freight Forwarding Services
· 5299 Other Transport Support Services
· 6619 Other Motor Vehicle and Transport Equipment Rental and Hiring
· 5102 Courier Pick-up and Delivery Services
· 2911 Solid Waste Collection Services
· 2919 Other Waste Collection Services
Other ANZSIC codes may be considered at the sole discretion of the DTP.
[bookmark: _Toc224210174]3.2.2. Who is not eligible to apply for a grant
The following are not eligible to apply:
· unincorporated organisations
· government entities
· natural persons without an ABN
· overseas organisations
· entities with an ABN registered interstate 
· businesses that employ more than 200 full-time equivalent employees
· businesses not engaged in land freight operations
· applicants who have been declared insolvent or have owners/directors that are an undischarged bankrupt
· businesses engaged in passenger transport services
· any organisation not included in section 3.2.1. 
[bookmark: _Toc224210175]3.3. What the grant money can be used for
[bookmark: _Toc224210176]3.3.1. Eligible projects
The grant amount and co-contribution must be spent on eligible project activities, as listed below. 
Projects must complete their funded milestones within 18 months of the execution of their grant agreement. Projects which require extended deadlines (e.g. infrastructure projects) may do so only in negotiation with and at the discretion of the DTP. 
Failure to meet agreed project schedules may result in the DTP, at their sole discretion, ending further grant payments or requiring full or partial repayment of grant funds already received.
Note: non-funded milestones that extend past 18 months (e.g. ongoing provision of data and knowledge sharing) may be included in contractual agreements.
Eligible activities include: 
· capital costs for purchase or lease of low or zero emission freight vehicles. These vehicles must meet the following criteria:
· have a Victorian garage address
· meet Australian Design Rules (ADR) 
· are purchased or leased through the applicant business and must be exclusively for commercial use 
· fit‑outs /retrofits that customise a new vehicle for its freight task (e.g. refrigerated bodies, tail‑lifts, specialised equipment)
· capital costs to support of low or zero emission freight vehicle infrastructure e.g. electric charger and required site upgrades (behind-the-meter only)
· the cost of charging/refuelling a new low or zero emissions vehicle
· trial use of alternative fuels such as low carbon liquid fuels e.g. renewable diesel, biodiesel
· Technology and business model innovation and trials that support government objectives e.g. moving freight from road to rail
· Other proposals that contribute to the program objective may be considered. 

The DTP makes the final decision on what is an eligible expense under this program. 
Grant amounts may be reduced if ineligible expenses are included as part of project expenditure.
[bookmark: _Toc224210177]3.4. What the grant money cannot be used for
The DTP will make the final decision on what is an ineligible activity and what is ineligible expenditure under this fund. 
The grant amount and co-contribution may not be spent on the following ineligible activities and expenditure: 
· projects that do not meet the objectives and outcomes of the program
· activities that are already funded or partially funded by other government grants
· retrospective funding for activities that have already begun 
· usual operational expenditure, including existing staff costs, communications, travel, entertainment, accommodation and office computing equipment 
· routine replacement or minor upgrade of plant and equipment 
· any amount paid on account of goods and services tax 
· costs related to preparing the grant application, preparing any project reports and preparing any project variation requests 
· projects requiring ongoing funding from the Victorian Government when completed  
· vehicles purchases or leases with a garage address outside of Victoria
· vehicles that do not meet the Australian Design Rules or requirements for any necessary permits.
· vehicles exclusively or partially for private use
· vehicles sub-leased to another company or driver
[bookmark: _Toc224210178]3.5. Program dates
[bookmark: _Toc224210179]3.5.1. Key dates
	Expression of Interest open:
	23 March 2026

	Expression of Interest close:
	22 April 2026

	Expression of Interest assessments:
	April-May 2026

	Applications open (by invite only):
	May-June 2026

	Applications close:
	June-July 2026

	Application assessments:
	June-August 2026

	Notification of application outcomes:
	October 2026

	First payment:
	From November 2026

	Except by negotiation with DTP, projects must be completed by: 
	30 June 2028





[bookmark: _Toc224210180]4. How the program works
[bookmark: _Toc224210181]4.1. How to apply 
Applicants must read these program guidelines and the frequently asked questions before applying.
Potential applicants are encouraged to carefully consider their ability to meet the program requirements and how they will perform against the assessment criteria before committing significant resources to developing an application.
The program has a two-stage application process:
1.1. Expression of Interest (EOI) 
1.2. Application (by invite only)
Expression of Interest and applications must be submitted by the closing dates as outlined in section 3.5.1 of these guidelines and as published on the program’s website. 
Late applications will not be accepted. 
EOIs and applications that are still in 'draft’ and have not been submitted by the closing dates will not be assessed.
[bookmark: _Toc224210182]4.1.1. Required information for an Expression of Interest 
Applicants must provide the following information for their EOI:
· ABN and if applicable either Australian Company Number (ACN) or Incorporation Association Number (IAN) of the employing legal entity
· Confirmation of a WorkSafe Certificate of Currency, if applicable
· Confirmation of your ability to provide 3 years of audited financial statements for your business
· Pertinent information regarding details of your business, including employee numbers, number of freight vehicle, and annual turnover 
· Information regarding the nature and expected timeline of your project
· Information regarding the amount of funds you are requesting and your level of co-contribution
4.1.2. How to submit an Expression of Interest [EOI]
To submit an Expression of Interest:  
1. Complete an EOI form on the program website and follow submission instructions.
2. The EOI will ask for details on the applying business and a brief outline of the project, project outcomes, timeline and your funding request.
3. Submit your EOI by the closing date published on the program website. 
Late applications will not be accepted under any circumstances.
4. EOI applications will be assessed and prioritised based on the expected ability of the applying business to fulfil its project objectives and grant agreement obligations, and on the alignment of the project with the objectives and outcomes of the program.
5. Only EOI applications that are successful will be invited to apply to the program.

Applicants must confirm they continue to meet the eligibility criteria at the time of application. 

Drafts not submitted by the closing date will not be assessed.
[bookmark: _Toc224210183]4.1.3. How to submit an application, if invited to apply
Applicants must complete the following steps to apply:  
1. Upon receiving notice of the success of your EOI, use the provided link to log into our grants portal to commence your application.
2. Complete all required sections of the application form
3. Compile and upload all necessary supporting documents as detailed in section 4.1.4 ‘Documentation and information requirements’ of these program guidelines. 
4. Submit application online via ‘Apply now’ button in the portal prior to the closed date published on the program webpage. Note that the DTP reserves the right to amend the closing date and will notify invited applicants should any changes be made. 
5. Ensure you receive an email confirmation of application submission (please check spam/junk mail if confirmation email cannot be seen in your inbox).
6. Provide additional information to support your application if requested to do so by the DTP.
Before applying for funding, applicants should seek advice from their legal, business or financial advisers to determine their eligibility and any implications to their organisation resulting from the conditions of the funding if the application is successful.
Any costs or risks associated with an application are the sole responsibility of the applicant. 
The DTP makes no representation that a grant of funds will be made to any applicant and reserves the right to amend, suspend or withdraw the program.
[bookmark: _Toc224210184]4.1.4. Required documents and information for an application
Applicants will be asked to provide supporting documentation to strengthen the application. 

	Document type
	Description 

	Evidence of co-contribution funds
(required)

	Details of the funding structure and evidence confirming all funding sources, including:
· written confirmation from the applicant organisation’s board or authorised representative that the organisation can undertake the project and meet the required co‑contribution amount and/or,
· a bank statement showing sufficient cash in the organisation’s bank account to cover the co‑contribution and/or,
· management accounts demonstrating satisfactory cash flow or liquid assets and/or,
· if using finance, documentation demonstrating approval or pre-approval from an ASIC credit licensed institution 

	Financial information (required)
	Applicants must provide evidence which demonstrates, to the satisfaction of the DTP, that the applicant is financially viable and what the expected revenue from the project will be.
All applicants will need to provide the following at a minimum: 
· complete, audited or accountant-prepared financial reports for the last 3 financial years (2022-23 – 2024-25). These should be the ‘final accounts’ with directors’ report and declaration as well as:
· profit and loss statement, 
· balance sheet, 
· cash flow statement , 
· equity statement, and
· notes to the accounts (if applicable) 
· where the audited or accountant-prepared financials for the most recent reporting period is more than 6 months, the following are required:
· interim profit and loss statement and a balance sheet 
· in case of public listed corporations, half-yearly financial report

	Compliance documentation (required)
	· evidence of land ownership/tenure where the project activity will occur and/or the home garage site for heavy vehicles
· evidence that relevant approvals to commence the project have been obtained, for example for infrastructure projects planning permit or council permits where applicable. 
· schematic plans for the project, where applicable. (e.g. charging infrastructure at depot)

	Vehicle registration
(applications demonstrating ownership of existing fleet to be replaced will be prioritised)
	· evidence of current vehicle registration,
· evidence of current vehicle ownership, or
· evidence of current vehicle lease agreement 

	WorkSafe Certificate of Currency (if available)
	· Certificate of Currency for WorkCover



Please note:
· supporting material provided through links to non-public websites or platforms where materials can be edited after submission (e.g., DropBox or Google Drive) will not be assessed
· information in attachments that were not requested will not be considered
· if required, the DTP may contact the applicant to obtain further information
· there may be size restrictions on what can be attached to the application
· an application may be deemed ineligible due to insufficient support documentation.
[bookmark: _Toc224210185]4.2. Assessment 
Applications will be reviewed against the assessment criteria and may undergo due diligence checks, such as financial risk assessments. 
Eligible applications will be assessed by an assessment panel that is comprised of department staff.
Applications will be scored against the assessment criteria to rank projects. 
Final review will be undertaken by Freight Victoria executive to determine the number of recommendations, subject to available funds. 
Applications will be recommended for approval by the Minister for Ports and Freight. 
The Minister for Ports and Freight will decide which grants to approve, based on the recommendations of the assessment panel, Freight Victoria executive and the availability of grant funds and the purpose of the grant program. 
[bookmark: _Toc224210186]4.2.1. Assessment criteria
Applications will be assessed on how well they meet the mandatory and merit assessment criteria as outlined below. All requested supplementary attachments and information provided as part of the application will be taken into consideration during the assessment process. 
Eligibility assessment criteria
	Assessment criteria
	Criteria

	Applicant eligibility 
	The applicant is an eligible entity which includes:
· be a small-medium sized land freight transport operator involved in the movement of goods by road or rail, using trucks, trains or other specialized vehicles
· hold an Australian Business Number (ABN), and have held that ABN since 30 June 2022
· employ 200 full-time equivalent or fewer employees
· not been declared insolvent or have owners/directors that are an undischarged bankrupt
· be registered and operate in Victoria

	Project eligibility 
	The project is an eligible activity and expenses as per the ‘Eligible Projects’section of these guidelines

	Location eligibility 
	The project will be delivered in Victoria

	Financial eligibility
	· The applicant business meets minimum standards of viability and solvency, and 
· Has not been declared insolvent or have owners/directors that are an undischarged bankrupt

	Evidence confirming co-contribution sources 
	Evidence confirming co-contribution funding sources that demonstrates, to the satisfaction of the DTP, that the applicant has or will have sufficient funds available for the required co-contribution amount for the project.



Merit assessment criteria
	Assessment criteria
	Consideration 
	Weighting

	Project alignment with program objectives


	How well the project aligns with the grant program’s outcomes, including:
· reducing freight transport emissions
· stimulating industry transition and take up of emerging technologies
· support capability building across the industry
· a plan for the longer-term use and/or sustainability of what is being funded 
· how outcomes will be monitored
	35%


	Project design and methodology  

	The extent to which the applicant:
· provides a realistic delivery timeline.
· project deliverables and milestones have been identified 
· any required approvals are either in place  or in process
	25%


	Capacity and capability
	The extent to the which the applicant can demonstrate the: 
· capability and capacity to deliver the project including skills, staff resources, project management, risk management, financial management 
· track record in delivering similar projects on time

	20%


	Financial viability 
	The extent to which the applicant can demonstrate: 
· it has sufficient funds to deliver the project, including any cost overruns. 
· the ability to manage the proposed project budget and expenditure, commensurate with the complexity of the proposed project
	20%


[bookmark: _Toc224210187]4.2.2. Assessment prioritisation framework 
If the number of eligible applications exceeds the total available funding, applications may be prioritised based on the below criteria:  
	Prioritisation criteria  
	Description 

	Heavy vehicles
	Vehicle replacements as a purchase or lease with a Gross Vehicle Mass of more than 4.5 tonnes

	Higher level of co-contribution 
	The applicant organisation commits to a co‑contribution more than a funding ratio of 5:1 (government: applicant) of the project cost

	Higher emissions reductions
	Projects that can show higher emissions reductions both in the short and long term will be considered a higher priority e.g. electric vehicle, electric charging facilities, or alternative fuel vehicles would be considered high priority.
This would particularly be considered where a charging facility is accompanied by solar charging and battery energy storage installation, rather than connecting to the grid.
Retro-fitting of old vehicles or testing of technologies not already known to deliver emission reductions would be considered lower priority.

	Projects with infrastructure components 
	Installation of electric charging stations (e.g.) that can be used by third parties, will be considered as a high priority. Personal use charging infrastructure will be a lower priority.
Projects that can be delivered and implemented within the 18-month funding period are also prioritised highly.

	Main operations undertaken within the Victorian border 
	Businesses can operate an interstate transport company; however, the registered and operating address must be within Victoria, with majority of Km’s travelled within the state.

	Transferable benefits/multiple beneficiaries
	Transferrable benefits could include infrastructure that can be used by others, and offsets for vehicles where companies provide discount for environmentally friendly transport.
Other benefits could be using solar power installation for charging facilities. Companies may be able to provide electricity back to the grid, to lessen the supply issue.


[bookmark: _Toc224210188]4.3. Notification of application outcome 
Applicants will be advised of the outcome of their grant application via email. 
The outcome will be shared with successful applicants in October 2026.  
A lesser amount of funding than applied for may be offered, e.g. if part of the expenditure is deemed ineligible or not aligned to program objectives.
[bookmark: _Toc224210189]4.4. Grant agreement 
If your application is successful, you will be emailed a letter of offer. You will have 5 business days to accept this offer in writing. After you accept, you will be asked to sign a grant agreement with the Victorian Government. You will have another 20 business days to negotiate and sign this agreement. The offer may be withdrawn if you do not sign the agreement within this time.  
The funding offer is not binding until both you and the DTP sign the grant agreement. 
The project and any expenditure of funds associated with the project must not commence until the grant agreement has been executed by both you and the DTP. 
The grant agreement details all funding obligations and conditions such as:  
· payments  
· funding use  
· grant activity deliverables  
· monitoring and milestones  
· project outcomes 
· reporting and acquittals  
· audit 
· termination conditions.  
Once the agreement has been executed, you will be required to commence the project within the agreed timeframe. If you do not commence the project by the commencement date or commence ahead of the agreement, the DTP has at its absolute discretion the option of terminating the agreement.  
[bookmark: _Toc224210190]4.5. Payments 
Payments will be made according to the schedule agreed to by successful applicants and DTP. This schedule and will be set out in the grant agreement. 
Any and all payments are subject to satisfactory progress on the project, as determined by the Victorian Government. 
[bookmark: _Toc224210191]
5. Terms and conditions
The Victorian Government reserves the right to: 
a. amend these guidelines and application terms at any time as it deems appropriate. 
b. As the Victorian State election is expected to be held on Saturday 28 November 2026, the Victorian Government will likely assume a caretaker role from 6.00pm on 1 November 2022 until such time that either it becomes clear that the incumbent government will be returned, or when a new government is commissioned. 
a. In line with the caretaker conventions, the incoming government will determine whether to proceed with this grant process and enter into contracts or award the grants after the caretaker period. Applicants should be aware that:
· all information about this grant process represents the position of the current government only, and is subject to change; and 
· the incoming government may decide to not proceed with this grant process.
c. request additional information from applicants to support application assessment.
c. end the program before the program end date where allocated funding is exhausted prior.  
d. at any time, remove an applicant from the application assessment process or terminate an agreement if, in the DTP’s opinion, association with the applicant may bring the DTP, a minister or the Victorian Government into disrepute. 
e. take further action, including referring applicants to law enforcement or regulatory bodies if inaccurate, misleading or fraudulent conduct (as determined by the Victorian Government in its discretion) is suspected. Providing inaccurate, untrue or misleading information may be an offence.  
2. Decisions on all matters regarding the recommendation and awarding of grant funding is at the absolute discretion of the relevant minister and department. 
3. Applications and claims may be subject to audit by the Victorian Government or its representatives for a period of up to 3 years following completion of the program to determine whether the application and information provided during the term of the agreement was compliant with the terms and conditions as stated in the application form, claim form and these guidelines. 
[bookmark: _Toc224210192]5.1. Publicity/acknowledgement of support
Acknowledgement of the Victorian Government's support in promotional material will depend on the grant given and will be specified in the grant agreement, e.g., required representation on channels or collateral such as websites, signage, advertisements, and brochures. Where required, the grant recipient will be supplied a logo suite and associated brand guidelines, as well as a guide on how to acknowledge government support. 
Department of Government Services (DGS) and DTP may include the name of the recipient organisation in its annual report. 
Recipients must obtain written approval from DGS and DTP before making public announcements about receiving the grant. DGS and DTP may promote the benefits of the grant and the State's support for the project, and recipients must cooperate with DGS and DTP in promoting the program. These requirements will form part of the Grant Agreement with successful applicants. 
[bookmark: _Toc224210193]5.2. Program surveys and evaluation
As a condition of funding, grant recipients will be required to participate in any program monitoring and evaluation activities initiated by the DTP. This may include completing surveys throughout the program and for 2 years after program completion to measure progress to achieving outcomes. 
Reporting is critical to the Victorian Government in understanding program impact, supporting continuous improvement in program design and delivery, and delivering effective grant program outcomes for Victoria. 
[bookmark: _Toc224210194]5.3. Conflict of interest
A conflict of interest is a situation in which someone has competing professional or personal interests or duties. 
Applicants must inform the Victorian Government of any real, potential, or perceived conflict of interest relating to a project for which it has applied for funding.   
In the grant application, applicants are required to declare any existing governance relationships between themselves and their nominated service providers. 
Grant funding provided through this program cannot be used to hire services (including suppliers or consultants) or purchase products from an entity that is fully or partially owned or controlled by the applicant, unless written consent is obtained from the DTP. Applicants and service providers must operate as entirely separate entities, with no shared ownership, governance, or common directors.
[bookmark: _Toc224210195]6. Privacy Statement
To apply for the program, applicants are required to provide personal and business information. As the program administrator, DGS will collect and use this information to: 
a. assess applications 
b. administer claims or payments information 
c. other activities such as program monitoring and evaluation 
d. make referrals to law enforcement where fraud or other illegal activity is suspected 
e. support Victorian Government evaluation and reporting (where collected demographic data will be de-identified)  
f. seek repayment of any money that is paid under this program if the application is found false, misleading or fraudulent 
2. As part of document verification and assessment and to enable payment processing, DGS may share data provided with third parties and other Victorian Government departments. These bodies include but are not limited to: 
a. Department of Transport and Planning
b. Victorian Government Department of Jobs, Skills, Industry and Regions
4. You have the right to request access to your personal information that is collected at any time. If you identify information that is incorrect, you may request its correction. 
5. A copy of our privacy statement is located at: https://www.vic.gov.au/privacy-policy-department-government-services. If you have concerns about your privacy and/or how your personal information has been used, please email DGS at privacy@dgs.vic.gov.au.
[bookmark: _Toc224210196]7. Additional information 
[bookmark: _Toc224210197]7.1. Tax advice 
We strongly recommend you get professional advice when you are considering applying for a grant. Find out about any impact that the grant may have on your tax liability, or any other benefits paid under an Australian Government scheme. 
You may also seek advice from the Australian Tax Office on 1800 806 218 or visit www.ato.gov.au. 
[bookmark: _Toc224210198]7.2. Complaints
If you believe that your application or claim has been incorrectly assessed or paid, you can lodge a complaint. Complaints will be assessed on their merits against the eligibility criteria, as described in these guidelines. The complaint must be received within 60 days from the date the DTP notifies you of the outcome of your application or claim. If a complaint is not received withing 60 days, the decision will be final. Contact the DTP at cleanair@transport.vic.gov.au.
[bookmark: _Toc224210199]7.3. Information only
Any discussions you may have with the program’s representatives are for information only, and do not constitute advice. 
Applicants should seek independent advice before making an application or entering into a grant agreement.
[bookmark: _Toc224210200]7.4. Contact information 
For more information and support, please contact us at cleanair@transport.vic.gov.au 
For technical assistance in submitting an application via the Grants Portal, please contact us at vic.freight@grants.vic.gov.au

[bookmark: _Toc224210201]8. Appendices
[bookmark: _Toc224210202]8.1. Acronyms and key terms 
[bookmark: _Toc224210203]8.1.1 Acronyms 
	Acronym
	Definition 

	ABN
	Australian Business Number

	ACN
	Australian Company Number

	ADR
	Australian Design Rules

	DGS
	Department of Government Services

	DTP
	Department of Transport and Planning

	GST
	Goods and Services Tax

	IAN
	Incorporation Association Number

	LZEHVs
	Low and Zero Emissions Heavy Vehicles



[bookmark: _Toc224210204]8.1.2 Definitions 
	Definition
	Definition 

	Behind-the-meter
	Energy systems located on the customer’s side of the utility meter.

	Gross Vehicle Mass
	The maximum legal weight a vehicle can carry when fully loaded. This includes the weight of the vehicle itself, plus everything in or on it—fuel, the driver, passengers, cargo, tools, and fitted accessories.

	Heavy Vehicle
	A heavy vehicle is defined in the Heavy Vehicle National Law (HVNL) as a vehicle that has a gross vehicle mass (GVM) of more than 4.5 tonnes. The GVM of a vehicle is the maximum it can weigh when fully loaded, as specified by the manufacturer.

	Light Vehicle
	A vehicle that is not a heavy vehicle, that has a Gross Vehicle Mass of less than 4.5 tonnes.

	Garage Address
	1. for a heavy vehicle normally kept at a depot when not in use, the principal depot of the vehicle; or 
2. for a heavy vehicle not normally kept at a depot when not in use, the address of the place of business or residence at which the vehicle is normally kept when not in use.

	Road freight business
	A commercial enterprise whose primary activity is the transportation of goods, materials, livestock, merchandise, or other freight by road using motor vehicles (e.g., trucks, rigid vehicles, articulated vehicles) on public road networks as a service to other businesses or customers. 

	Owner
	· each person who is an owner, joint owner or part owner of the vehicle; or 
· a person who has the use or control of the vehicle under a credit agreement, hiring agreement, hire-purchase agreement or leasing arrangement;

	Low and Zero Emissions Freight Vehicles
	Zero Emissions Freight Vehicle (ZEFV):
A freight vehicle powered exclusively by an electric drive train that produces no tailpipe greenhouse gas or air pollutant emissions, including:
· Battery electric freight vehicles (BEVs); and
· Hydrogen fuel cell electric freight vehicles (FCEVs).
Low Emissions Freight Vehicle (LEFV):
A freight vehicle that demonstrates material reductions in tailpipe CO₂ e emissions compared with an equivalent Euro VI diesel freight vehicle, achieved through one of the following pathways:
· Plug in hybrid electric freight vehicles (PHEVs), which can operate in pure electric mode and are recognised nationally as low emission technologies rather than zero emission. 
· Hybrid electric freight vehicles (HEVs, non plug in), where the applicant provides evidence of reduced CO₂ e relative to Euro VI diesel, noting that HEVs still rely primarily on fuel and offer limited electric-only operation. 
· Alternative fuel or renewable fuel freight vehicles, including hydrogen combustion engines, hydrogen/diesel dual fuel systems, and vehicles certified to operate on renewable diesel, biodiesel blends, biomethane or other low carbon fuels.
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