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DECISION
RACING VICTORIA
and
BRAD RAWILLER


Date of Hearing:		20 February 2026

Date of Decision:		20 February 2026

Panel:	Judge Paul Lacava (Deputy Chairperson) and Mr Des Gleeson.

[bookmark: _Hlk16238640]Appearances: 	Mr Darren Triandafillou appeared on behalf of the Stewards.
	Mr Brad Rawiller represented himself.

Charge:	Australian Rule of Racing (“AR”) 132(7)(a)(ii) states:
(7) Subject to the other requirements in this rule:
(a) prior to the 100 metre mark in a race, official trial or jump-out:
(ii) the whip must not be used on more than 5 occasions except where there have only been minor infractions and the totality of the whip use over the whole race is less than permitted under
subrules (7)(a) and (b) and also having regard to the circumstances of the race, including distance and context of the race (such as staying race or rider endeavouring to encourage the rider’s horse to improve).

Particulars of charge:	Rider Brad Rawiller (Vellasglory) pleaded guilty to breaching the provisions of AR132(7)(a)(ii) in that he used his whip on eight occasions prior to the 100 metres, which is three more than permitted. B Rawiller had his licence to ride in races suspended for a total of 8 race meetings with the period to commence on Monday 23 February 2026 and expire on Tuesday 3 March 2026. Accordingly, B Rawiller will be able to return to ride on Wednesday 4 March 2026. Further B Rawiller was fined $300.In assessing penalty, account was taken of his guilty plea, record, the totality of his whip use and that his mount had won the race.

Plea: 				Not Guilty 


DECISION

1. This is the hearing of an appeal by Mr Brad Rawiller, a licensed jockey, against the decision of the Racing Victoria (“RV”) Stewards at the Stoney Creek race meeting on 15 February 2026. On that day, the Stewards charged the appellant with excessive use of the whip, in breach of Australian Rule of Racing (“AR”) 132(7)(a)(ii) after Race 4 on the program in which the appellant was the rider of the horse, “Vellasglory”.

2. When interviewed by Stewards after Race 4, the appellant pleaded guilty to the charge.  During the interview, the Stewards showed the appellant video footage taken from three different angles, the clearest of which was from the head on vision and, the vision from behind the horses, as they travelled down the straight. The appellant, when interviewed, agreed that the footage showed that he had struck his mount a total of 16 times overall, of which eight strikes had occurred before the 100 metre mark and the other eight occasions after the 100 metre mark.

3. The Stewards found the charge laid pursuant AR 132(7)(a)(ii) proved. The appellant had his licence to ride suspended for eight meetings and he was fined the sum of $300.  This is an appeal of that decision.

4. The penalty imposed by Stewards was in accordance with the agreed RV guidelines for whip use breaches, the appellant having agreed that he struck his mount with the whip on eight occasions before the 100 metre mark and on more than 15 occasions in total.

5. On the hearing of the appeal, the Tribunal allowed the appellant to change his plea to not guilty to the charge. The appellant contended before the Tribunal that a fourth video of Race 4 (not available at the time of interview), taken at a side on angle at ground level, showed that he indeed struck his mount with the whip on eight occasions before the 100 metre mark, but only on 15 occasions overall. Thus, he argued that applying the RV guidelines referred to above, a penalty requiring a suspension was not applicable in this case.

6. The Tribunal has had the advantage of reading the transcript of evidence of the appellant’s interview with Stewards and has viewed all of the now available video evidence. The Tribunal is comfortably satisfied on the balance of probabilities that the appellant is shown to have used his whip on a total of at least 16 occasions overall with at least eight strikes occurring before the 100 metre mark.

7. The Tribunal is comfortably satisfied on the balance of probabilities that the appellant breached ARR 132(7)(a)(ii) as charged and for these reasons the appeal must fail.

8. Pursuant to section 50ZE of the Racing Act 1958, the decision of the Stewards at Stoney Creek to suspend the appellant’s licence to ride for a total of eight meetings and fine him the sum of $300 is affirmed.

9. The formal orders of the Tribunal are as follows:

10. The decision of the Stewards at Stoney Creek on 15 February 2026 to suspend the appellant’s licence to ride for a period of eight meetings and to fine him the sum of $300 is affirmed.

11. The appellant’s licence to ride is suspended for a period of eight meetings commencing on 23 February 2026.


Kathleen Scully
Assistant Registrar, Victorian Racing Tribunal
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