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5 March 2026

DECISION
GREYHOUND RACING VICTORIA
and
DANNY MACDONALD 

Date of hearing:	27 February 2026

Date of decision:	27 February 2026

Panel:	Judge Marilyn Harbison (Deputy Chairperson), Dr Andrew Gould and Ms Maree Payne.      

[bookmark: _Hlk16238640]Appearances: 	Mr Jordan Vassis appeared on behalf of the Stewards.
	Mr Danny Macdonald represented himself. 
				
Charges and particulars:	

Charge No.  1 of 7

Greyhounds Australasia Rule 21 (1)(d), reads as follows:

21 Proper care for and welfare of greyhounds

(1) A person must ensure that any greyhound in the person's care or custody, is at all times provided with:
(d) veterinary attention when necessary;

Particulars of the Charge being:

1. [bookmark: _Hlk184901510]You were, at all relevant times, a trainer registered with Greyhound Racing Victoria (GRV) (Member No. 322042) and a person bound by the Greyhounds Australasia Rules and Local Racing Rules.

2. From 15 August 2023, you were the owner of, and had the care of, greyhound ‘FOX’ (VLUYS).

3. On 29 February 2024, you took ‘FOX’ to Sale Greyhound Racetrack to trial after the races that evening.

4. During the trial ‘FOX’ has pulled up with an obvious injury to a hind leg.

5. Despite making admissions that you knew ‘FOX’ had a broken leg you failed to provide ‘FOX’ with veterinary attention when necessary.

Charge No.  2 of 7

Greyhounds Australasia Rule 21 (1)(d), reads as follows:

22 Proper care for and welfare of greyhounds

(2) A person must ensure that any greyhound in the person's care or custody, is at all times provided with:
(d) veterinary attention when necessary;

Particulars of the Charge being:

1. You were, at all relevant times, a trainer registered with Greyhound Racing Victoria (GRV) (Member No. 322042) and a person bound by the Greyhounds Australasia Rules and Local Racing Rules.

2. From 15 April 2024, you were the trainer of, and had the care of, greyhound ‘BIG FUDGE’ (QKASC).

3. On 30 June 2024, you took ‘BIG FUDGE’ to Sale Greyhound Racetrack to trial after the races that evening.

4. During the trial ‘BIG FUDGE’ has pulled up with an obvious injury to a hind leg.

5. Despite making admissions that you knew ‘BIG FUDGE’ was in massive trouble you failed to provide ‘BIG FUDGE’ with veterinary attention when necessary.

Charge No.  3 of 7

Greyhounds Australasia Rules 21 (1)(e), reads as follows:

21 Proper care for and welfare of greyhounds

(1) A person must ensure that any greyhound in the person's care or custody, is at all times provided with:
[bookmark: _Hlk184901589](e) appropriate treatment for the greyhound if the person is in charge of a sick or injured greyhound.

Particulars of the Charge being:

1. You were, at all relevant times, a trainer registered with Greyhound Racing Victoria (GRV) (Member No. 322042) and a person bound by the Greyhounds Australasia Rules and Local Racing Rules.

2. From 15 August 2023, you were the owner of, and had the care of, greyhound ‘FOX’ (VLUYS).

3. On 29 February 2024, you took ‘FOX’ to Sale Greyhound Racetrack to trial after the races that evening.

4. During the trial ‘FOX’ has pulled up with an obvious injury to a hind leg.

5. Despite making admissions that you knew ‘FOX’ had a broken leg you failed to provide ‘FOX’ with appropriate treatment.

Charge No.  4 of 7

Greyhounds Australasia Rules 21 (1)(e), reads as follows:

22 Proper care for and welfare of greyhounds

(2) A person must ensure that any greyhound in the person's care or custody, is at all times provided with:
(e) appropriate treatment for the greyhound if the person is in charge of a sick or injured greyhound.
Particulars of the Charge being:

1. You were, at all relevant times, a trainer registered with Greyhound Racing Victoria (GRV) (Member No. 322042) and a person bound by the Greyhounds Australasia Rules and Local Racing Rules.

2. From 15 April 2024, you were the trainer of, and had the care of, greyhound ‘BIG FUDGE’ (QKASC).

3. On 30 June 2024, you took ‘BIG FUDGE’ to Sale Greyhound Racetrack to trial after the races that evening.

4. During the trial ‘BIG FUDGE’ has pulled up with an obvious injury to a hind leg.

5. Despite making admissions that you knew ‘BIG FUDGE’ was in massive trouble you failed to provide ‘BIG FUDGE’ with appropriate treatment.

Charge No.  5 of 7

Greyhounds Australasia Rule 21 (2), reads as follows:

21 Proper care for and welfare of greyhounds

(2) A person must exercise the care and supervision necessary to prevent a greyhound under the person's care or custody from being subjected to unnecessary pain or suffering, or from anything which is likely to lead to unnecessary pain or suffering.

Particulars of the Charge being:

1. You were, at all relevant times, a trainer registered with Greyhound Racing Victoria (GRV) (Member No. 322042) and a person bound by the Greyhounds Australasia Rules and Local Racing Rules.

2. From June 15 August 2023, you were the owner of, and had the care of, greyhound ‘FOX’ (VLUYS).

3. On 29 February 2024, you took ‘FOX’ to Sale Greyhound Racetrack to trial after the races that evening.

4. During the trial ‘FOX’ has pulled up with an obvious injury to a hind leg.

5. Despite making admissions that you knew ‘FOX’ had a broken leg you failed to provide ‘FOX’ with appropriate treatment and veterinary attention and as such allowed ‘FOX’ to spend the night in pain and suffering unnecessarily.

6. You failed to exercise such reasonable care and supervision as was necessary to prevent the abovementioned greyhound being subjected to unnecessary pain and suffering.

Charge No.  6 of 7

Greyhounds Australasia Rule 21 (2), reads as follows:

21 Proper care for and welfare of greyhounds

(2) A person must exercise the care and supervision necessary to prevent a greyhound under the person's care or custody from being subjected to unnecessary pain or suffering, or from anything which is likely to lead to unnecessary pain or suffering.

Particulars of the Charge being:

1. You were, at all relevant times, a trainer registered with Greyhound Racing Victoria (GRV) (Member No. 322042) and a person bound by the Greyhounds Australasia Rules and Local Racing Rules.

2. From June 15 April 2024, you were the trainer of, and had the care of, greyhound ‘BIG FUDGE’ (QKASC).

3. On 30 June 2024, you took ‘BIG FUDGE’ to Sale Greyhound Racetrack to trial after the races that evening.

4. During the trial ‘BIG FUDGE’ has pulled up with an obvious injury to a hind leg.

5. Despite making admissions that you knew ‘BIG FUDGE’ was in massive trouble you failed to provide ‘BIG FUDGE’ with appropriate treatment and veterinary attention and as such allowed ‘BIG FUDGE’ to spend the night in pain and suffering unnecessarily.
6. You failed to exercise such reasonable care and supervision as was necessary to prevent the abovementioned greyhound being subjected to unnecessary pain and suffering.

Charge No.  7 of 7

Greyhounds Australasia Rule 156 (f)(ii), reads as follows:

156 General offences 

An offence is committed if a person (including an official):
(f) has, in relation to a greyhound or greyhound racing, done something, or omitted to do something, which, in the opinion of a Controlling Body or the Stewards:
(ii) constitutes misconduct or is negligent or improper;

Particulars of the Charge being:

1. You were, at all relevant times, a trainer registered with Greyhound Racing Victoria (GRV) (Member No. 322042) and a person bound by the Greyhounds Australasia Rules and Local Racing Rules.

2. From 15 August 2023, you were the owner of, and had the care of, greyhound ‘FOX’ (VLUYS).

3. On 29 February 2024, you took ‘FOX’ to Sale Greyhound Racetrack to trial after the races that evening.

4. During the trial ‘FOX’ has pulled up with an obvious injury to a hind leg.

5. Despite making admissions that you knew ‘FOX’ had a broken leg you failed to provide ‘FOX’ with appropriate treatment and veterinary attention and as such allowed ‘FOX’ to spend the night in pain and suffering unnecessarily.

6. From 15 April 2024, you were the trainer of, and had the care of, greyhound ‘BIG FUDGE’ (QKASC).

7. On 30 June 2024, you took ‘BIG FUDGE’ to Sale Greyhound Racetrack to trial after the races that evening.

8. During the trial ‘BIG FUDGE’ has pulled up with an obvious injury to a hind leg.

9. Despite making admissions that you knew ‘BIG FUDGE’ was in massive trouble you failed to provide ‘BIG FUDGE’ with appropriate treatment and veterinary attention and as such allowed ‘BIG FUDGE’ to spend the night in pain and suffering unnecessarily.

10. Your behaviour has fallen well below the standards both the community and the Greyhound Racing Industry expects of registered participants.

11. It is the opinion of Investigative Stewards that that MACDONALD has omitted to do something in relation to ‘FOX’ and ‘BIG FUDGE’ and as such he has been negligent and falls below the expectations of the community and GRV.

Pleas: 				Not Guilty to all charges


DECISION
1. Mr Danny Macdonald is a registered greyhound owner and trainer. He was first licensed in 2019 and has been training greyhounds regularly since about 2021. He lives and has greyhound kennels in Maffra, Victoria.

2. Two of his dogs died in a great deal of pain a few months apart in early 2024. Mr Macdonald has been charged with seven offences arising out of the manner of each dog’s death.

3. The first dog was named “Fox”. Mr Macdonald raced this dog on 29 February 2024 at Sale. It appears that the dog may have become lame during that race. It pulled up short before the finishing line. Nothing was observed by the Stewards at that time, but Mr Macdonald later described having noticed post-race that it may have suffered an injury to one of its back legs.

4. He did not seek any veterinary attention for the dog on the night of the race. He simply took the dog home and placed it in its kennel for the night.

5. He heard loud noises from the dog during the night and checked the dog at about 4.00am. He did not take it for emergency veterinary attention at that time, but called the Maffra Veterinary Hospital sometime after 7.00am for an appointment.

6. When he arrived at the veterinary hospital, he asked for the dog to be euthanised. He did not have the dog examined by a veterinarian an did not receive any diagnosis as to the greyhound’s condition before requesting euthanasia. The dog was euthanised on 1 March 2024. It was 22 months old.

7. As a result of those circumstances, Mr Macdonald has been charged in relation to Fox with one charge of failing to provide veterinary attention to the dog when it was injured, and one charge of failing to provide appropriate treatment to the dog.

8. Mr McDonald also owned a greyhound named “Big Fudge”. He trialled that dog at the Sale Greyhound Track on 30 June 2024, only a few months after the death of Fox. 

9. This dog also pulled up before the finish line and did not complete the trial. It appears to have stopped almost in the same position as Fox had done a few months before. Mr Macdonald described it as having staggered and then gone at half pace into the catching pen. He thought it appeared to have injured one of its back legs. Once again, no injury was noted by the Stewards on that occasion.

10. Once again, Mr Macdonald took the dog home without obtaining veterinary attention for it. He put the dog in its kennel for the night. The dog was quiet overnight. Mr Macdonald inspected the leg the next morning. The dog tried to bite Mr Macdonald when he was trying to examine the leg. He realised that it was in a great deal of pain and was badly injured. Mr Macdonald then called the Maffra Veterinary Hospital and booked an appointment that morning. The dog was euthanised later that morning, 1 July 2024. Once again, Mr Macdonald did not obtain any medical examination or obtain any diagnosis on the dog before requesting euthanasia.

11. For his failure to obtain any veterinary treatment for Big Fudge after the trial, and for his continued failure to obtain any treatment for the dog up to the time of the euthanasia, Mr Macdonald has been charged with two offences. They are charges of failing to obtain veterinary attention and failing to provide appropriate treatment for the greyhound.

12. In relation to each of these dogs, Mr Macdonald has also been charged with failing to exercise the care and supervision necessary to prevent each greyhound from being subjected to unnecessary pain and suffering.

13. Finally, taking each of these incidents into account, Mr Macdonald has also been charged with having, in relation to greyhound racing, done something or having omitted to do something which in the opinion of the Stewards is negligent.

14. There was no eyewitness evidence produced by the Stewards. The Stewards relied upon what Mr Macdonald had told them of the circumstances of the death of each dog in an Inquiry which took place on 5 September 2024.

GREYHOUND – FOX

15. During the Inquiry, Mr Macdonald described Fox as being a “giveaway”. He said that it was going all okay, but then it was struggling and then it just smashed its leg. He said that the dog did not break its leg, but it was a break that you could pass off and get fixed. He agreed that it had been fractured and then said that it was impossible to fix. He was not sure which leg it was that was broken. He said that with his experience, he could tell that it was a fracture. He thought there was no point in getting the veterinarian to examine it. He agreed that he had not obtained veterinary advice on the night of the trial. He said that was because there were no veterinarians at the course because it was late. He agreed that he could have rung the veterinary hospital but said that he had intended to take it to the veterinarian the next morning.

16. He expressed a great deal of concern about the potential cost of treatment to the dog. He said “I'm not going to waste money on something that, you know, in any house, I've got two young kids. I'm not going to waste money on something. Just get it X-rayed and do this and do that”.

17. He agreed that he had no expertise in veterinary science but said that he trained greyhounds and had many years of experience with horses and other animals.

18. He agreed that he had not given any pain relief to the dog. He said he did not have any pain relief in the house.

GREYHOUND – BIG FUDGE

19. He was then interviewed about the circumstances of the death of Big Fudge.

20. Once again, he said that it broke down in the corner during the trial and stopped running. He said that he took it home and he examined it the next morning. 

21. He said that he did not obtain any veterinary treatment for Big Fudge on the night of the injury or give it any painkillers. He said that his plan was to take it to the veterinarian the next morning.

22. He said that if the dog was in pain, he would have done something about it. If it was yelping and crying out all night and there was clear evidence it was in pain, he would have acted straight away. He said when he realised in the morning that it was in a great deal of pain, he took it straight to the veterinarian.

Further statement of Mr Macdonald

23. On 1 February 2026, a few weeks before the commencement of this hearing, Mr Macdonald emailed the Registry setting out, what he described as, errors in the responses he made during the Inquiry on 5 September 2024. In the email, he asserted that he had got things mixed up and answered questions about the greyhound Fox when he thought those questions were about Big Fudge. He said that this had happened due to his poor hearing.

24. We have had great difficulty in assessing both Mr Macdonald’s answers in the Inquiry and his answers when giving evidence before us. This is because Mr Macdonald suffers from a severe form of deafness and associated difficulty in speech processing. This was evident at the hearing, where he struggled to understand concepts that were put to him. It was also evident during the Inquiry. 

25. We also had difficulty reconciling his account in the email with the oral evidence which he gave. We stress that there was no evidence in this case apart from Mr Macdonald’s own description of the events, and the answers he gave in different contexts were hard to follow, principally because of his disability.

26. Doing the best we can with his quite disjointed evidence, we have reached the following conclusions.

27. We are satisfied that Charges 1, 3, and 5, which each relate to the dog Fox, are made out. We do accept that Mr Macdonald was justified in not obtaining veterinary attention or providing treatment to the dog on the night of the injury – that is, the 29 February 2024, as it appears that although the dog appeared lame on that occasion, it was not in significant pain. However, we take the view that when it was brought to his attention at 4.00am the next morning that the dog was screaming with pain, he should have taken steps then to obtain emergency treatment for the dog at that time. We do not accept that he was justified in leaving it in pain, with no treatment at all, until the next morning, even though morning was just a few hours away. A racing participant bears a heavy responsibility towards each dog in his or her care. Financial considerations or issues of convenience are no justification for inaction.

28. We are not satisfied that Charges 2, 4, and 6, which relate to the dog Big Fudge, are made out. We accept that Mr Macdonald was justified in not obtaining veterinary treatment or administering treatment on the night of the injury – that is 30 June 2024, as the evidence was that again, although the dog appeared lame, it was not in significant pain. We accept that Mr Macdonald had no knowledge of the gravity of the injury to the dog until the next morning, and that as soon as this came to his attention, he took it straight to the veterinarian.

29. As to Charge 7, which is brought in relation to both dogs, and alleges that he has acted negligently in relation to both dogs, we find this charge proven, but only in relation to the dog Fox.

LIABILITY DECISION

30. On Charge 1, which is a charge of failing to provide veterinary attention when necessary to the dog Fox, we find this charge proven.

31. On Charge 2, which is a charge of ensuring that a greyhound in a person's care or custody is at all times provided with veterinary attention when necessary, in relation to the dog Big Fudge, we find this charge not proven.

32. On Charge 3, which is a charge of failing to ensure that a greyhound in a person's care or custody is at all times provided with appropriate treatment for the greyhound if the person is in charge of a sick or injured greyhound, which charge relates to the dog Fox, we find this charge proven.

33. On Charge 4, which is a charge of ensuring that any greyhound in the persons care or custody is at all times provided with appropriate treatment for the greyhound if the person is in charge of a sick or injured greyhound, in relation to the greyhound Big Fudge, we find this charge not proven.

34.  On Charge 5, which is a charge of failing to exercise the care and supervision necessary to prevent a greyhound under the person's care or custody from being subjected to unnecessary pain or suffering in relation to the dog Fox, we find this charge proven.

35. On Charge 6, which is a charge of failing to exercise the care and supervision necessary to prevent a greyhound under the person's care or custody from being subjected to unnecessary pain and suffering, in relation to the dog Big Fudge, we find this charge not proven.

36. On Charge 7, which is a charge of having done something or omitted to do something which in the opinion of a controlling body or the Stewards, is negligent, which is in relation to both dogs, we find this charge proven, but only in relation to the dog Fox.


PENALTY

37. Mr Macdonald is a hobby trainer. He has only one greyhound at the moment, which is a pet.

38. He supports a large family, is renting the property in which he lives and where he has his kennels.

39. He has no prior relevant offences. Had he not cooperated fully with the Stewards in answering questions at the Inquiry on 5 September 2024, there may well have been no evidence of these offences at all.

40. The charges against him are very serious. It is vital that a message is sent to all greyhound participants that animal welfare offences will be dealt with harshly.

41. It is our view that each of the offences require a significant period of disqualification, but that the sentences on each should be served concurrently, given that all offences arise out of the same series of events.

42. Accordingly, the penalties which we impose are as follows:

43. Charges 2, 4, and 6 are found not proven.

44. Charge 7 is found not proven in relation to the dog Big Fudge, but proven in relation to the dog Fox.

45. On each of Charges 1, 3, 5, and 7, a period of six months disqualification is imposed commencing today. Each period of disqualification is to be served concurrently, making a total disqualification period of six months.


Mark Howard
Registrar, Victorian Racing Tribunal
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