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DECISION
HARNESS RACING VICTORIA
and
DERRICK KRAFFT


Date of Hearing:		19 March 2026

Date of Decision:		19 March 2026

Panel:	Judge Paul Lacava (Deputy Chairperson), Ms Melissa Mahady and Mr Greg Childs.

[bookmark: _Hlk16238640]Appearances: 	Mr Adrian Crowther appeared on behalf of the Stewards.
	Mr Derrick Krafft represented himself.

Charge:	Australian Harness Racing Rule (“AHRR”) 231(2) states:  
(2)  A person shall not misconduct himself in any way.

Particulars of charge:	Derrick Krafft was found guilty of a charge under AHRR 231(2) which states; a person shall not misconduct himself in any way. The particulars of the charge being that Mr Krafft directed inappropriate comments towards a person in a common area just prior to and again after the race which was witnessed and heard by numerous others who were in attendance. Actions which in the opinion of the stewards constituted misconduct. Taking into consideration Mr Krafft’s overall offence record in relation to this rule, the inappropriate and unnecessary nature of the offence and similar penalties applied under similar circumstances, Mr Krafft was fined the sum of $500 of which $250 was wholly suspended for a period of 2 years on the condition that there are no further breachers in relation to conduct related matters.

Plea: 				Guilty 


DECISION

1. On 19 March 2026, the Tribunal heard an appeal by Mr Derrick Krafft against a penalty imposed upon him by the Stewards of Harness Racing Victoria (“HRV”) at the Maryborough Harness Racing Meeting on 28 January 2026. The hearing of the appeal was conducted via audio link.

2. After deliberating on the matter, the Tribunal announced that it dismissed the appeal against the penalty imposed and, that it would publish reasons later. These are those reasons.

3. Before the last race at Maryborough on 28 January 2026, an incident occurred in the drivers’ room involving the appellant and another person, Mr Robert Colquhoun. Mr Colquhoun complained to the Stewards about verbal comments made to him, or directed to him, by the appellant. The Stewards held an Inquiry, and at the conclusion, they found the appellant guilty of engaging in misconduct in breach of Australasian Harness Racing Rule (“AHRR”) 231(2). In summary form, AHRR 231(2) proscribes that a person shall not misconduct himself in any way.

4. After considering all the evidence, and the appellant’s past record of involvement in harness racing over approximately a 67 year period, and penalties imposed in similar cases, the Stewards fined the appellant the sum of $500 of which payment of $250 was fully suspended for a period of two years on condition that there are no further breaches in relation to misconduct related matters.

5. By notice of appeal dated 31 January 2026, the appellant appealed the penalty imposed by the Stewards to this Tribunal. In his notice of appeal, the appellant stated, inter alia:

“The grounds of my appeal are; While I understand that my comments were inappropriate and I will undertake to behave in a more appropriate manner in the future I seek leave to appeal the severity of the penalty”.

6. The Tribunal thus proceeded to hear the appeal against penalty only.

7. Prior to hearing the appeal, the Tribunal had available to it a typed transcript of the Inquiry conducted by the Stewards on 28 January 2026. In that Inquiry, the Stewards heard evidence from several witnesses, including the appellant and Mr Colquhoun.  

8. The factual matrix giving rise to the imposition of the fine by Stewards may be briefly summarised. Mr Colquhoun complained to the Stewards that the appellant had called him a “grub” in the presence of people in the drivers’ room. The appellant had much earlier complained that Mr Colquhoun had stolen an anvil from him. Mr Colquhoun had never been charged with theft of the anvil, but the appellant maintained, and still maintains, that he stole his anvil.  

9. This has been the cause of a degree of animosity between the appellant and Mr Colquhoun and, Mr Colquhoun’s grandfather, Mr Peter Murrell, for some time. Mr Murrell was before the Tribunal as recently as 25 October 2025, charged with misconduct pursuant to AHRR 231(1)(e), allegedly assaulting the appellant. The Tribunal was not comfortably satisfied that the Stewards had proven the charge on the balance of probabilities and dismissed that charge. However, the animosity has continued past that hearing.

10. In the Inquiry before the Stewards, the appellant said that he went into the drivers’ room prior to the running of Race 8. He saw Mr Colquhoun sitting in the room and the witness, Mr Michael Bellman, was next to him. The appellant told the Stewards he said “oh, the grub’s – the grubs here --- I can’t understand why he’s here”. Later, he said “Oh, but nobody knows your name. They just call you Hydraulic”. He said Mr Colquhoun told him to “go away”. The appellant agreed that when he made his comments, he was referring to Mr Colquhoun. 

11. The appellant’s case is that the fine imposed is excessive in all the circumstances. Whilst he agreed that what he said was inappropriate, he believes that it did not warrant the imposition of a fine.

12. The Stewards case is that the appellant used a derogatory term when he referred to Mr Colquhoun as a “grub”, as well as “hydraulic”, meaning “lifts everything”. They point to the fact that the comments from the appellant were unprovoked and overheard by several witnesses. Further, the Stewards point to the fact that participants in harness racing have received numerous written notices pointing out how they must conduct themselves. The Stewards emphasise that AHRR 231(2) is for the purpose of protecting the reputation and integrity of harness racing and participants must behave professionally and with some measure of decorum towards each other. The Stewards contend the appellant’s comments were totally unnecessary and had the potential to cause more unnecessary trouble. This is especially so because this incident occurred so soon after the charge against Mr Murrell having been dealt with by this Tribunal.

13. Further, the Stewards point to the fact that the appellant was found guilty of having breached AHRR 231(2) and fined $250 at Bendigo in April 2020. The appellant indicated on that occasion that he would change his ways. The Stewards provided the Tribunal with a list of previous matters where fines and penalties have been imposed for breaching AHRR 231(2). The Tribunal has concluded that the fine imposed on the appellant is very much towards the lower end of penalties imposed.

14. The Tribunal decided that this appeal must fail. By making the comments directed to the hearing of Mr Colquhoun, the appellant breached the relevant Rule because he caused an unnecessary verbal exchange in the drivers’ room in the presence of several persons.  The exchange prolonged the animosity between the appellant and Mr Colquhoun arising from the unsubstantiated allegation that Mr Colquhoun had stolen the appellants anvil. The appellant has breached the Rule previously but has not amended his ways. The Tribunal is of the opinion that the fine imposed, albeit modest, is nonetheless necessary to deter others who might breach the misconduct Rule in this way and, importantly, to deter the appellant from breaching the same Rule yet again. Conduct that has the potential to damage the integrity and reputation of harness racing cannot be condoned and must be deterred.

15. In all the circumstances, the appeal is dismissed. The decision of the Stewards to fine the appellant the sum of $500, with $250 suspended for a period of two on the condition that there are no further breaches in relation to conduct related matters, is affirmed.


Kathleen Scully
Assistant Registrar, Victorian Racing Tribunal
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