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DECISION
RACING VICTORIA
and
GARY WALSH


Date of Hearing:		24 March 2026

Date of Decision:		24 March 2026

Panel:	Judge Marilyn Harbison (Deputy Chairperson), Ms Heidi Keighran and Dr Andrew Gould.

[bookmark: _Hlk16238640]Appearances: 	Mr Corie Waller appeared on behalf of the Stewards.
	Mr Gary Walsh represented himself.

Charge:	Australian Rule of Racing (“AR”) 139(1)(a) states:  
(1) A rider breaches these Australian Rules if:  
(a) a banned substance under AR 136(1) is detected in a sample taken from the rider. 

Particulars of charge:	Jumps rider Gary Walsh pleaded guilty to breaching AR139(1)(a) after providing a sample at Flemington track work on 29 December 2025 that was found upon analysis, to contain a banned substance under AR136(1). G Walsh had his privileges to ride in races suspended for a period commencing 15 January 2026, at which time he was stood down from riding and handling horses, and to expire at midnight 15 May 2026 (can resume on 16 May, a period of 4 months). Further G Walsh had his license to ride trackwork suspended for a period of 2 months. In assessing penalty, account was taken of his guilty plea, good record and his personal circumstance. G Walsh was advised that prior to resuming riding track work, he must provide a sample to the Stewards that is clear of any substance banned by AR136(1).

Plea: 				Guilty 


DECISION

1. Mr Gary Walsh is a registered jumps jockey and trackwork rider with Racing Victoria (“RV”).

2. On 29 January 2026, he was dealt with by the Stewards for breaching the Rules of Racing by having cocaine detected in his system. The drug was found in a random sample taken at Flemington on 29 December 2025.

3. The penalty imposed by the Stewards was four months suspension from riding in races and two months suspension from track work. These penalties commenced on 15 January 2026, at which time he was stood down from riding and handling horses. In addition, Mr Walsh was advised that, prior to resuming riding track work, he must provide a sample to the Stewards that is clear of any substance banned by AR136(1).

4. On 2 February 2026, Mr Walsh lodged his appeal against his suspension regarding track work. At that time, he also applied for a stay. The stay was granted on 2 February 2026 in relation to the track work suspension only. The racing suspension has been in place since 15 January 2026 and is set to expire on 15 May 2026.

5. Mr Walsh pleaded guilty to the charge before the Stewards and has confirmed that plea before us. He has been a racing participant for well over 25 years, both in Australia and abroad. In that time, he has had just one prior offence – a positive finding for alcohol in 2012. He thus comes before us as an experienced and well-regarded member of the racing industry.

6. Mr Walsh told us that he does not use cocaine, and suspects that the cocaine on this occasion had come from body contact with a woman who he was intimate with at the time. He indicated he was under the influence of alcohol and was not conscious of having ingested any drugs at the time.

7. Mr Walsh works as a builder and supplements his income from track work. He is significantly in debt, as his father recently committed suicide and he has been directing all of the money he has earnt into paying off his late father’s debts. He has no significant assets.

8. It was also noted by Mr Corie Waller, on behalf of the Stewards, that the suspension of his racing licence had denied him the chance of participating in several potentially lucrative high weight races which had not been anticipated at the time the suspension was imposed.

9. The Stewards agreed that he had been forthright and cooperative with the Stewards Inquiry.

10. Taking all the matters put to us into account, we have decided to allow the appeal and vary the penalty imposed in respect of track work. 

11. The penalty will be decreased by six days to take these matters into account. This means the penalty is a suspension from track work for 54 days.

12. Despite the trackwork penalty having been stayed by the Tribunal on 2 February 2026, both parties agreed that Mr Walsh has effectively served a period of 27 days – from 15 January 2026 to 10 February 2026 – in respect of track work. We therefore take these days into account as time served under the penalty which we have imposed today.

13. This leaves a remaining 27 days of the suspension to be served. 

14. The orders we make are that the appeal is allowed in respect only to the penalty of track work suspension. A penalty of 54 days suspension is imposed in its place. The remaining 27 days of suspension to be served in relation to track work is to commence immediately.

15. For the avoidance of doubt, we note that the period of four months suspension from racing is not affected by the orders made today.


Kathleen Scully
Assistant Registrar, Victorian Racing Tribunal
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