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DECISION
RACING VICTORIA
and
KIMBERLEY TALENT


Date of hearing:	18 March 2026

Date of decision:	18 March 2026

Panel:	Magistrate Peter Reardon (Chairperson), Dr Andrew Gould and Dr June Smith.     

[bookmark: _Hlk16238640]Appearances: 	Ms Annabel MacDonald, instructed by Mr Marwan El-Asmar, appeared on behalf of the Stewards.
Ms Kimberley Talent represented herself.        
		
Charge:	Australian Rule of Racing (“AR”) 240(2) states:
[bookmark: _Hlk173834904](2) Subject to subrule (3), if a horse is brought to a racecourse for the purpose of participating in a race and a prohibited substance on Prohibited List A and/or Prohibited List B is detected in a sample taken from the horse prior to or following its running in any race, the trainer and any other person who was in charge of the horse at any relevant time breaches these Australian Rules.

[bookmark: _Hlk173835515]Particulars of charge:	1. You are, and were at all relevant times, licensed as a trainer with Racing Victoria.

		2. You were, at all relevant times, in charge of horse Exonumia (the Horse). 
		3. On 8 June 2025, you presented Exonumia to Swan Hill Racecourse, where the horse was subject to a pre-race urine sample. 

		4. On 10 June 2025, Racing Analytical Services Limited (RASL) registered urine sample (R036165) for analysis, which was shown to contain Salicylic Acid. 

		5. On 22 October 2025, RASL confirmed the presence of salicylic acid in the reserve urine sample, and the absence of salicylic acid in the control sample.  

		6. On 8 June 2025, you brought horse Exonumia to Swan Hill racecourse for the purpose of participating in a race, with the presence of substance prohibited by the Victorian Rules of Racing, resulting in a breach of AR 240(2).

 Plea: 	Guilty


DECISION
1. Ms Kimberley Talent, you were at all relevant times, a licensed trainer with Racing Victoria (“RV”).

2. At all relevant times you were in charge of the horse, “Exonumia”.

3. Ms Talent, you have pleaded guilty to one charge of breaching Australian Rule of Racing (“AR”) 240(2) in that you presented Exonumia to the Swan Hill racecourse on 8 June 2025 with a prohibited substance in its system. A pre-race urine sample was taken by Dr Sue Wells.

4. Ms Talent has one stable location in Merbein South, Victoria. At the time of this incident, Ms Talent was listed as the trainer of Exonumia and had been for approximately six months.

5. On 10 June 2025, Racing Analytical Services (“RASL”) confirmed the presence of salicylic acid which is a prohibited substance pursuant to Division 3 of part 2 of Schedule 1 (Prohibited List B) of the AR. The breaching of AR 240(2) is a serious offence and must be heard by this Tribunal.

6. Australian Racing Forensic Laboratory (“ARSL”) analysis confirmed the presence of salicylic acid in the urine sample as well as the reserve sample.

7. On Thursday, 18 September 2025 you were interviewed by the Compliance Assurance Team Stewards which was recorded. In that interview you admitted that you witnessed the taking of the sample and you were not concerned with the urine sample process on the day.

8. You had admitted that you had previously administered salicylic acid in the feed of a Shetland pony to treat laminitis. However, there was no salicylic acid at your stables at the time of inspection.

9. Exonumia did not have any health concerns and was not on any medications at the time of testing and the horse had not seen a veterinarian in the time leading up to the race. Ms Talent informed Stewards in that interview that Exonumia was not needing any products containing salicylic acid at the time of testing.

10. You had regular veterinarians looking after the horse if necessary and the veterinarians were responsible for administering medications and treatments to horses in your stable and the veterinarians used were Dr Megan Ginifer of Mallee Livestock Services located in New South Wales (“NSW”) and Dr Toby Ryan located in South Australia (“SA”). In their absence, her husband was responsible for administering the medications that were prescribed.

11. On 8 June 2025, you transported the horse to Swan Hill and presented the horse at the races with the drug in its system.

12. The Stewards on 18 September 2025 carried out a stable inspection and they located an unlabelled tub. Ms Talent could not identify what was in the tub which contained white powder. The powder was taken to RASL for analysis, but the analysis could not identify the presence of any prohibited substances, including salicylic acid.

13. Salicylic acid is used as an anti-inflammatory agent (aspirin). It can be added to a horse feed to act as an analgesic and anti-inflammatory substance. It can also be found in topical cream and powder for ringworm and skin problems. Salicylic acid is a controlled substance in racing and it has threshold levels because it can reduce pain and potentially mask lameness affecting a horse’s performance.

14. The threshold level for this drug is 750 micrograms per millilitre in urine, and if orally administered or injected into a horse, it can make a sore horse more willing to gallop. The drug may remain in this horse’s system for several days and Exonumia had a level over 1,500 micrograms per millilitre, being more than twice the permissible threshold in its system.

15. The integrity of horse racing in Victoria is of paramount importance, and it is necessary for there to be a level playing field so it is a fair and even competition. Substances that interfere with the level playing field have no role in racing and persons who present their horses on race day with excessive amounts of controlled substances face significant penalties.

16. Ms Talent can offer no explanation, nor can she assist how the drug managed to get into the horse’s system. In the Inquiry conducted, she informed Stewards she does not bet on the horse at all. She stated that the owner always bets on the horse even though it only has moderate form and his level of betting is always the same. There is no suggestion from her or anyone else that the owner played any role in this offence.

17. The Tribunal is unable to reach any conclusion as to how the substance was administered to the horse or where or when. Nevertheless, this is a strict liability offence and as the trainer, Ms Talent is responsible for the horse and its presentation on race day.

18. Ms Talent has pleaded guilty and is entitled to a discount on penalty. The Tribunal accepts that it is an early plea of guilty and has taken that into account in reducing the penalty.

19. Overall, Ms Talent has a good record with no prior offending for positive swabs. She has minor offending regarding drug and bookkeeping matters, and this is taken into account when applying an appropriate penalty.

20. Nevertheless, both general and specific deterrents are relevant for this type of offending. The Tribunal takes into account your plea of guilty and cooperation with the Stewards and that there were no aggravating factors in this matter. Salicylic acid is a therapeutic drug in the B category and there is no suggestion of any deliberate conduct on your part to endeavour to enhance horse performance.

21. Ms Talent is principally a hobby trainer with only two horses in training with her. She and her husband have a 17-acre property in Merbein South with their three children and are in a fairly dire financial position, with Ms Talent on a carer’s pension for her husband. Ms Talent has been a trainer for approximately 10 years with limited success and proceeds from racing not being her main source of income, but is rather an outlet for herself in what could be described as a battling existence. The Tribunal takes all these matters into account when fixing an appropriate penalty. The Tribunal has reduced the penalty it would normally impose in a case such as this because of the above outlined mitigating factors above.

22. The Tribunal has imposed the following penalty:

A fine of $5,000 of which $2,500 is suspended for 12 months pending no further breaches of the relevant Rule. 

23. In addition, the horse Exonumia is disqualified from Race 6 at Swan Hill on 8 June 2025 and the finishing order is amended accordingly. 


Mark Howard
Registrar, Victorian Racing Tribunal
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