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5 March 2026
DECISION
GREYHOUND RACING VICTORIA
and
LORENZO CARBONE 

Date of hearing:	4 March 2026

Date of decision:	4 March 2026

Panel:	Magistrate Peter Reardon (Chairperson), Mr Des Gleeson and Dr June Smith.       

[bookmark: _Hlk16238640]Appearances: 	Ms Yana Podolskaya appeared on behalf of the Stewards.
	Mr Lorenzo Carbone represented himself. 
				
Charges and particulars:	

Charge No.  1 of 7

[bookmark: _Hlk165537844]Greyhounds Australasia Rule (GAR) 87 (2)), as in force at the relevant time, reads as follows:

 GAR 87 Betting to lose

(2) Any person directly involved or employed in the nomination, training or care of a greyhound or a person who has provided a service connected to a greyhound, within the preceding 21 days of the greyhound starting in an Event, shall not lay the greyhound in the Event.

[bookmark: _Hlk159924932]Particulars of the Charge being:

1. You were, at all relevant times, a public trainer/owner registered with Greyhound Racing Victoria (GRV) (Member No. 42858) and a person bound by the Greyhounds Australasia Rules.

1. From 13 August 2019 until 16 January 2023, you were the registered owner of, and were directly involved in the care of greyhound ‘Fernando Mark’ (NIDWW).

1. ‘Fernando Mark’ (NIDWW) was nominated and competed in race 2, the Hip Pocket Bendigo (1-3 wins) ran at Bendigo Greyhound Racing Club on 2 October 2021 (the Event). 

1. On 2 October 2021, you placed a lay bet totalling $5000 through wagering service provider Betfair from account number (withheld) (your account), on Fernando Mark (NIDWW) to lose the Event. 

1. [bookmark: _Hlk176789977]At the time of the relevant conduct described, it was an offence under Greyhounds Australasia Rule 87(2) (as then in force) to engage in the conduct described in particular 4.

1. By reason of Greyhounds Australasia Rule 2 (as currently in force), the rescinding or variation of the Old Rules and commencement of the New Rules does not:

5. affect the previous operation of the Old Rules (including Rule 87(2));
5. affect any obligation or liability imposed, created or incurred prior to the recission or variation of the Old Rules (including by virtue of Rule 87(2)); or 
5. affect any penalty incurred, or liable to be incurred, in respect of any offence committed pursuant to the Old Rules (including a breach of Rule 87(2)).

Charge No.  2 of 7

[bookmark: _Hlk176790200]Greyhounds Australasia Rule (GAR) 87 (2)), as in force at the relevant time, reads as follows:

 GAR 87 Betting to lose

(2) Any person directly involved or employed in the nomination, training or care of a greyhound or a person who has provided a service connected to a greyhound, within the preceding 21 days of the greyhound starting in an Event, shall not lay the greyhound in the Event.

Particulars of the Charge being:

1. You were, at all relevant times, a public trainer/owner registered with Greyhound Racing Victoria (GRV) (Member No. 42858) and a person bound by the Greyhounds Australasia Rules.

2. From 13 August 2019 until 5 April 2023, you were the registered owner of, and were directly involved in the care of greyhound ‘Fernando Louise’ (NIDWO).

3. ‘Fernando Louise’ (NIDWO) was nominated and competed in race 6, the healesville.grv.org.au Grade 5 T3 ran at Healesville Greyhound Racing Club on 15 October 2021 (the Event). 

4. On 15 October 2021, you placed a lay bet totalling $1199.72 through wagering service provider Betfair from account number (withheld) (your account), on Fernando Louise (NIDWO) to lose the Event.

5. At the time of the relevant conduct described, it was an offence under Greyhounds Australasia Rule 87(2) (as then in force) to engage in the conduct described in particular 4.

6. By reason of Greyhounds Australasia Rule 2 (as currently in force), the rescinding or variation of the Old Rules and commencement of the New Rules does not:

a. affect the previous operation of the Old Rules (including Rule 87(2));
b. affect any obligation or liability imposed, created or incurred prior to the recission or variation of the Old Rules (including by virtue of Rule 87(2)); or 
c. affect any penalty incurred, or liable to be incurred, in respect of any offence committed pursuant to the Old Rules (including a breach of Rule 87(2)).

Charge No.  3 of 7

Greyhounds Australasia Rule (GAR) 87 (2)), as in force at the relevant time, reads as follows:

 GAR 87 Betting to lose

(2) Any person directly involved or employed in the nomination, training or care of a greyhound or a person who has provided a service connected to a greyhound, within the preceding 21 days of the greyhound starting in an Event, shall not lay the greyhound in the Event.





Particulars of the Charge being:

1. You were, at all relevant times, a public trainer/owner registered with Greyhound Racing Victoria (GRV) (Member No. 42858) and a person bound by the Greyhounds Australasia Rules.

2. From 13 August 2019 and until 7 August 2023, you were the registered owner of, and were directly involved in the care of greyhound ‘Fernando Hope’ (NIDWPS).

3. ‘Fernando Hope’ (NIDWPS) was nominated and competed in race 6, the Straight Racing….Great Racing Grade 5 ran at Healesville Greyhound Racing Club on 26 October 2021 (the Event). 

4. On 26 October 2021, you placed a lay bet totalling $375.97 through wagering service provider Betfair from account number (withheld) (your account), on Fernando Hope (NIDWPS) to lose the Event.

5. At the time of the relevant conduct described, it was an offence under Greyhounds Australasia Rule 87(2) (as then in force) to engage in the conduct described in particular 4.

6. By reason of Greyhounds Australasia Rule 2 (as currently in force), the rescinding or variation of the Old Rules and commencement of the New Rules does not:

a. affect the previous operation of the Old Rules (including Rule 87(2));
b. affect any obligation or liability imposed, created or incurred prior to the recission or variation of the Old Rules (including by virtue of Rule 87(2)); or 
c. affect any penalty incurred, or liable to be incurred, in respect of any offence committed pursuant to the Old Rules (including a breach of Rule 87(2)).

Charge No.  4 of 7

Greyhounds Australasia Rule (GAR) 87 (2)), as in force at the relevant time, reads as follows:

 GAR 87 Betting to lose
(2) Any person directly involved or employed in the nomination, training or care of a greyhound or a person who has provided a service connected to a greyhound, within the preceding 21 days of the greyhound starting in an Event, shall not lay the greyhound in the Event.
Particulars of the Charge being:

1. You were, at all relevant times, a public trainer/owner registered with Greyhound Racing Victoria (GRV) (Member No. 42858) and a person bound by the Greyhounds Australasia Rules.

2. From 13 August 2019 and until 9 December 2023, you were the registered owner of, and were directly involved in the care of greyhound ‘Fernando Dusty’ (NIDWT).

3. ‘Fernando Dusty’ (NIDWT) was nominated and competed in race 8, the PITSTOP MOWER REPAIRS Mixed 4/5 ran at Healesville Greyhound Racing Club on 26 October 2021 (the Event). 

4. On 26 October 2021, you placed a lay bet totalling $600 through wagering service provider Betfair from account number (withheld) (your account), on Fernando Dusty (NIDWT) to lose the Event.

5. At the time of the relevant conduct described, it was an offence under Greyhounds Australasia Rule 87(2) (as then in force) to engage in the conduct described in particular 4.

6. By reason of Greyhounds Australasia Rule 2 (as currently in force), the rescinding or variation of the Old Rules and commencement of the New Rules does not:

a. affect the previous operation of the Old Rules (including Rule 87(2));
b. affect any obligation or liability imposed, created or incurred prior to the recission or variation of the Old Rules (including by virtue of Rule 87(2)); or 
c. affect any penalty incurred, or liable to be incurred, in respect of any offence committed pursuant to the Old Rules (including a breach of Rule 87(2)).

Charge No.  5 of 7

Greyhounds Australasia Rule (GAR) 87 (2)), as in force at the relevant time, reads as follows:

 GAR 87 Betting to lose
(2) Any person directly involved or employed in the nomination, training or care of a greyhound or a person who has provided a service connected to a greyhound, within the preceding 21 days of the greyhound starting in an Event, shall not lay the greyhound in the Event.
Particulars of the Charge being:

1. You were, at all relevant times, a public trainer/owner registered with Greyhound Racing Victoria (GRV) (Member No. 42858) and a person bound by the Greyhounds Australasia Rules.

2. From 13 August 2019 and until 5 February 2023, you were the registered owner of, and were directly involved in the care of greyhound ‘Fernando Bubbles’ (NIDWS).

3. ‘Fernando Bubbles’ (NIDWS) was nominated and competed in race 2, the GREYHOUND ADOPTION PROGRAM Tier 3 - Maiden ran at Healesville Greyhound Racing Club on 29 October 2021 (the Event). 

4. On 29 October 2021, you placed a lay bet totalling $368.92 through wagering service provider Betfair from account number (withheld) (your account), on Fernando Bubbles (NIDWS) to lose the Event.

5. At the time of the relevant conduct described, it was an offence under Greyhounds Australasia Rule 87(2) (as then in force) to engage in the conduct described in particular 4.

6. By reason of Greyhounds Australasia Rule 2 (as currently in force), the rescinding or variation of the Old Rules and commencement of the New Rules does not:

a. affect the previous operation of the Old Rules (including Rule 87(2));
b. affect any obligation or liability imposed, created or incurred prior to the recission or variation of the Old Rules (including by virtue of Rule 87(2)); or 
c. affect any penalty incurred, or liable to be incurred, in respect of any offence committed pursuant to the Old Rules (including a breach of Rule 87(2)).

Charge No.  6 of 7

Greyhounds Australasia Rule (GAR) 87 (2)), as in force at the relevant time, reads as follows:

 GAR 87 Betting to lose
(2) Any person directly involved or employed in the nomination, training or care of a greyhound or a person who has provided a service connected to a greyhound, within the preceding 21 days of the greyhound starting in an Event, shall not lay the greyhound in the Event.
Particulars of the Charge being:

1. You were, at all relevant times, a public trainer/owner registered with Greyhound Racing Victoria (GRV) (Member No. 42858) and a person bound by the Greyhounds Australasia Rules.

2. From 13 August 2019 and until 5 February 2023, you were the registered owner of, and were directly involved in the care of greyhound ‘Fernando Bubbles’ (NIDWS).

3. ‘Fernando Bubbles’ (NIDWS) was nominated and competed in race 5, the #13STRONG Tier 3 – Grade 7 ran at Healesville Greyhound Racing Club on 5 November 2021 (the Event). 

4. On 5 November 2021, you placed a lay bet totalling $5840 through wagering service provider Betfair from account number (withheld) (your account), on Fernando Bubbles (NIDWS) to lose the Event.

5. At the time of the relevant conduct described, it was an offence under Greyhounds Australasia Rule 87(2) (as then in force) to engage in the conduct described in particular 4.

6. By reason of Greyhounds Australasia Rule 2 (as currently in force), the rescinding or variation of the Old Rules and commencement of the New Rules does not:

a. affect the previous operation of the Old Rules (including Rule 87(2));
b. affect any obligation or liability imposed, created or incurred prior to the recission or variation of the Old Rules (including by virtue of Rule 87(2)); or 
c. affect any penalty incurred, or liable to be incurred, in respect of any offence committed pursuant to the Old Rules (including a breach of Rule 87(2)).

Charge No.  7 of 7

Greyhounds Australasia Rule (GAR) 87 (2)), as in force at the relevant time, reads as follows:

 GAR 87 Betting to lose
(2) Any person directly involved or employed in the nomination, training or care of a greyhound or a person who has provided a service connected to a greyhound, within the preceding 21 days of the greyhound starting in an Event, shall not lay the greyhound in the Event.
Particulars of the Charge being:

1. You were, at all relevant times, a public trainer/owner registered with Greyhound Racing Victoria (GRV) (Member No. 42858) and a person bound by the Greyhounds Australasia Rules.

2. From 13 August 2019 and until 5 April 2023, you were the registered owner of, and were directly involved in the care of greyhound ‘Fernando Louise’ (NIDWO).

3. ‘Fernando Louise’ (NIDWO) was nominated and competed in race 6, the DOWNLOAD THE WATCHDOG APP Grade 5 Tier 3 ran at Healesville Greyhound Racing Club on 5 November 2021 (the Event). 

4. On 5 November 2021, you placed a lay bet totalling $2271.12 through wagering service provider Betfair from account number (withheld) (your account), on Fernando Bubbles (NIDWS) to lose the Event.

5. At the time of the relevant conduct described, it was an offence under Greyhounds Australasia Rule 87(2) (as then in force) to engage in the conduct described in particular 4.

6. By reason of Greyhounds Australasia Rule 2 (as currently in force), the rescinding or variation of the Old Rules and commencement of the New Rules does not:

a. affect the previous operation of the Old Rules (including Rule 87(2));
b. affect any obligation or liability imposed, created or incurred prior to the recission or variation of the Old Rules (including by virtue of Rule 87(2)); or 
c. affect any penalty incurred, or liable to be incurred, in respect of any offence committed pursuant to the Old Rules (including a breach of Rule 87(2)).

Pleas: 				Guilty to all charges


DECISION
1. Mr Lorenzo Carbone was, at all relevant times, a public trainer and owner registered with Greyhound Racing Victoria (“GRV”) and a person bound by the Greyhounds Australasia Rules (“GAR”).

2. On 31 August 2023, wagering service provider “Betfair”, contacted the GRV intelligence Department advising that an audit had been conducted, and that a total of seven lay bets had been placed from a Betfair account in the name of registered GRV Trainer/Owner, Mr Lorenzo Carbone.

3. The seven lay bets commenced on 2 October 2021 through to 5 November 2021. GRIU Investigative Stewards conducted an Inquiry with Mr Carbone at The Meadows Greyhound Racing Club on 3 January 2024. In response to the questioning, he admitted to holding a Betfair account, that he predominantly uses this account and had the account for approximately 10 – 15 years. He had previously held accounts with the TAB and Sportsbet, but the accounts were either restricted or suspended. He also had an unused account with Betr.

4. Mr Carbone described himself as a social punter which fluctuated, and he used to bet on all sporting codes, not just greyhounds. He mostly uses his mobile phone to place his bets which has a pin code, but someone could potentially have had the code. He would also use a computer or iPad to place his bets or would do so in person at the TAB.

5. When questioned about the seven lay bets flagged by Betfair, he could not recall ever placing those bets for himself or potentially another person. He denied he had received any inside information from trainers or associates to place lay bets, and he was not aware of any health issues that the greyhounds were experiencing prior to placing these bets. He emphatically denied ever asking the trainers to ensure the defeat of these greyhounds.

6. Although several lay bets had risks/liability associated with them, it was not out of the ordinary to place bets such as this. He was not aware that, as a registered owner, laying a greyhound could potentially be a breach of the Rules.

7. Mr Carbone said that the bets were over two years ago, and that he used to place many lay bets on greyhound racing, so it was just a normal occurrence. He was not aware that the Rules of racing could potentially be breached by placing a lay bet on a dog he owned.

8. He stated he would never ask any trainer to ensure a greyhound he owned to be beaten as he loved his dogs.

9. He has been charged with seven charges of breaching GAR 87(2), as was in force at the relevant times, which reads as follows:

“Any person directly involved or employed in the nomination, training or care of a greyhound or a person who has provided a service connected to a greyhound within the proceeding 21 days of the greyhound starting in an Event shall not lay the greyhound in the Event”.
10. When the lay bets were placed by Mr Carbone, GAR 87(2) was in force and the rescinding or variation of the old Rules does not affect any obligation or liability imposed, created or incurred prior to their recession or affect any penalty incurred or liability to be incurred in respect of any offence committed pursuant to the old Rules.

11. The particulars of the lay bets placed by Mr Carbone are as follows:

(a) Fernando Mark nominated and competed in Race 2 at Bendigo on 2 October 2021, the lay bet was $5,000.

(b) Fernando Louise nominated and competed in Race 6 at Healesville on 15 October 2021, the lay bet was $1,199.72.

(c) Fernando Hope nominated and competed in Race 6 at Healesville on 26 October 2021, the lay bet was $375.97.

(d) Fernando Dusty nominated and competed in Race 8 at Healesville on 26 October 2021, the lay bet was $600.

(e) Fernando Bubbles was nominated and competed in Race 2 at Healesville on 5 November 2021, the lay bet was $5,840.

(f) Fernando Louise was nominated and competed in Race 6 at Healesville on 5 November 2021 and the lay bet was $2,271.12.

12. Mr Carbone has pleaded guilty to all seven charges and indicated that plea at the directions hearing conducted on 15 January 2026.

13. In summary, the lay bets totalled $15,635.23, were wagered and Mr Carbone profited from six of the seven lay bets for a total win in the amount of $13,877.93.

14. Mr Carbone is entitled to a discount in sentence by his pleas of guilty, although the strength of GRV’s case was considerably strong against him, as the matter came to GRV's attention via Betfair reporting the matter from betting irregularities on Mr Carbone’s account.

15. These offences strike at the integrity of racing whereby it is expected that all connections of greyhounds racing are seen to be competing at their best and endeavouring as best they can to win a race. If the public were suspecting or had knowledge that the greyhound connections were placing lay bets on greyhounds, it would certainly not be condoned by the racing public. Therefore, deterrents both specific and general, are relevant in penalties to be imposed in this case. Another concern is that Mr Carbone seemed or claimed to be unaware that the practice could be in breach of the Rules. Although he is facing seven charges today, he admits that it seemed to be a common practice of his around that time in 2021.

16. The Tribunal has taken into account Mr Carbone’s pleas of guilty, which mitigates the penalty to be imposed on him.

17. He has an overall good record with no prior offences for any similar matter. 

18. The Tribunal imposes the following penalties:

Charge 1: six month suspension, wholly suspended for 12 months pending no further relevant offences during that time and a $1,000 fine.

Charge 2: six month suspension, wholly suspended for 12 months pending no further relevant offences during that time. This penalty is to be served concurrently with the penalty imposed on Charge 1.

Charge 3: six month suspension, wholly suspended for 12 months pending no further relevant offences during that time. This penalty is to be served concurrently with the penalty imposed on Charge 1.

Charge 4: six month suspension, wholly suspended for 12 months pending no further relevant offences during that time. This penalty is to be served concurrently with the penalty imposed on Charge 1.

Charge 5: six month suspension, wholly suspended for 12 months pending no further relevant offences during that time. This penalty is to be served concurrently with the penalty imposed on Charge 1.

Charge 6: six month suspension, wholly suspended for 12 months pending no further relevant offences during that time. This penalty is to be served concurrently with the penalty imposed on Charge 1.

Charge 7: six month suspension, wholly suspended for 12 months pending no further relevant offences during that time. This penalty is to be served concurrently with the penalty imposed on Charge 1.

Thus, the total penalty for all charges is a six month suspension, wholly suspended for 12 months pending no further relevant offences during that time and a $1,000 fine.
19. The Tribunal would like to make the following observations in this case.

20. The penalties imposed were as a result of an agreement between GRV and Mr Carbone. However, Mr Carbone stated that today was the first time he was made aware of the fine component.

21. The Tribunal is not bound by the agreement between the parties regarding the “agreed suspension”. However, the Tribunal is reluctant to impose a more severe penalty on a person charged with offences in a situation where there has been agreement between the parties, as it may seem unjust to do so.

22. Nevertheless, Mr Carbone can consider himself most fortunate with this penalty and that he has been treated extremely leniently.

23. Mr Carbone was effectively acting as a bookmaker by laying his own greyhounds without the public having any idea that he was betting in large sums of money against his greyhounds winning.

24. If the betting public had any inkling that a greyhound owner was betting up to $5,000 against his own dog winning, they would justifiably be outraged. 

25. The public would be extremely sceptical that the greyhound was trying to win when the owner was betting against the greyhound, and the Tribunal shares that scepticism. Further, the claim by Mr Carbone that he had no inside knowledge from the trainer or the trainers associates and that he is a social punter, but would lay his greyhound up to $5,000, is a dubious claim. 

26. It may have assisted the Tribunal if the trainers of the dogs had been interviewed as well to obtain their version of events about the greyhounds condition and their own performance expectations.

27. Finally, the Tribunal makes this observation about Mr Carbone’s claim that he was not aware that any Rules had been broken when laying his greyhounds. The Tribunal finds such a claim hard to accept as Mr Carbone claims to have bet on all sporting codes and has held a number of betting accounts for many years. Mr Carbone can consider himself very fortunate that he was not disqualified for these offences.


Mark Howard
Registrar, Victorian Racing Tribunal
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