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DECISION
GREYHOUND RACING VICTORIA
and
PETER HANDLEY


Date of Hearing:		24 February 2026

Date of Decision:		24 February 2026

Panel:	Judge Paul Lacava (Deputy Chairperson), Ms Danielle Hikri and Ms Judy Bourke.

[bookmark: _Hlk16238640]Appearances: 	Ms Amara Hughes, instructed by Ms Yana Podolskaya, appeared on behalf of the Stewards.
	Mr Peter Handley represented himself.

Charges:	Greyhounds Australasia Rule (“GAR”) 141(1) states:
(1) The owner, trainer or other person in charge of a greyhound:
(a) nominated to compete in an Event;
(b) presented for a satisfactory trial or such other trial as provided for by the Rules; or
(c) presented for any test or examination for the purpose of a stand-down period being varied or revoked,
must present the greyhound free of any prohibited substance.

GAR 34(7) states:
(7) If a trainer or owner proposes to leave a greyhound trained by that person in the control of another trainer or attendant (who must not be a minor) for any period: 
(a) the trainer or owner must in writing seek permission from a Controlling Body to leave a greyhound trained or owned by that person in the control of a person nominated by the trainer or owner, and specify the period during which the person seeks permission for the greyhound to be left with that person; 

(b) a Controlling Body or the Stewards can only consider the application if the person nominated pursuant to subrule (7)(a) of this rule is currently registered with the Controlling Body, and the nominated person must have provided written consent to being nominated as the controller of the greyhound during the identified period; and 
(c) a Controlling Body or the Stewards must then consider, and then only grant the application if they think fit. The nominated person cannot perform any act of a registered person until the nomination is approved.

Particulars of charges:	Charge 1: GAR 141(1)

	1. You are, and were at all relevant times, a trainer licensed by Greyhound Racing Victoria and a person bound by the Greyhounds Australasia Rules. 
 
2. You were, at all relevant times, the trainer of the greyhound “Darnum Diesel”.
 
3.	Darnum Diesel was nominated to compete in Race 12, Sportsbet Go The Blue Dog, Grade 5, conducted by the Warragul Greyhound Racing Club at Warragul on 11 October 2024 (the Event). 
 
4. On 11 October 2024, you presented Darnum Diesel at the Event not free of any prohibited substance, given that: 

(a) A pre-race sample of urine was taken from Darnum Diesel at the Event (the Sample); 

(b) Codeine and Norcodeine detected in the Sample.

Charge 2: GAR 34(7)

1. You are, and were at all relevant times, a trainer licensed by Greyhound Racing Victoria and a person bound by the Greyhound Racing Victoria Rules of Racing. 

2. Between 25 November 2024 and 27 November 2024, you left your greyhounds in the care and control of an unregistered person, being a Mr Robert Wilson. 

3. You did not seek nor gain permission from the Controlling Body or Stewards to leave any greyhounds that you trained or owned in the control of any another person.

Pleas: 				Guilty 


DECISION

1. Mr Peter Handley is licensed to train greyhounds.  He has been involved in the Greyhound industry in various capacities for more than 30 years. He appears before the Tribunal today to answer two charges brought against him by Stewards of Greyhound Racing Victoria (“GRV”). He pleads guilty to each charge.

2. Charge 1 relates to “Darnum Diesel”, a greyhound trained by Mr Handley.  

3. On 11 October 2024, Mr Handley presented Darnum Diesel to race in Race 12 at Warragul not free of a prohibited substance. A pre-race urine sample taken from Darnum Diesel tested positive to the prohibited substances, codeine and norcodiene. As the trainer of Darnum Diesel, Charge 1 alleges Mr Handley presented the greyhound to race not free of a prohibited substance in breach of Greyhounds Australasia Rule (“GAR”) 141(1). 

4. Charge 2 arises out of the Steward’s investigations of Charge 1. On 25 November 2024, Stewards attended the training premises of Mr Handley in Darnum where he had 25 greyhounds. Mr Handley was not in attendance, having left the premises to travel to Mt Beauty where his brother was very ill. He left Mr Robert Wilson to feed the greyhounds.  Mr Wilson was previously a licensed person. He is experienced in the handling of greyhounds. When Stewards arrived and Mr Handley was not in attendance, Mr Wilson immediately notified Mr Handley who soon after returned to his training premises. He was absent from his training premises visiting his ailing brother in Mt Beauty for about a day and a half.

5. Charge 2 alleges a breach of GAR 34(7) in that Mr Handley left his greyhounds in the care and control of an unregistered person, namely Mr Wilson, without seeking or obtaining permission from GRV Stewards. The allegations in Charge 2 do not give rise to a serious offence under the Rules. Both parties agree for this Tribunal to deal with Charge 2 at the same time as Charge 1.
6. As stated earlier, Mr Handley pleads guilty to both charges and that is to his credit. Having read the Brief of Evidence relied upon by the Stewards and having regard to Mr Handley’s pleas of guilty, the Tribunal is comfortably satisfied on the balance of probabilities that each charge is proved.

7. In arriving at appropriate penalties, the Tribunal has considered a number of factors, including:

8. In Charge 1, the Tribunal is satisfied that the prohibited substances found to be present in the urine of Darnum Diesel arose out of inadvertence. Neither the Stewards nor Mr Handley could explain the presence of the substances. 

9. In Charge 2, the Tribunal is satisfied that Mr Handley was ignorant of the existence of the Rule that requires him to advise or seek permission of GRV before leaving his greyhounds with an unregistered person. Although this is no excuse, the Tribunal is nevertheless satisfied Mr Handley left his greyhounds with Mr Wilson, a person experienced in looking after greyhounds, but who was not registered. Although Mr Handley breached the Rule, he did ensure that the purpose of the Rule was addressed, namely that his greyhounds were properly looked after in his absence. The Tribunal is also satisfied that Mr Handley left his premises to attend to an urgent family matter.

10. Mr Handley pleaded guilty to both charges and cooperated fully with the Steward’s inquiries. Albeit a late plea, he is nonetheless entitled to a reduced penalty.

11. Mr Handley has been training greyhounds for more than 30 years and has an unblemished record. It is not disputed that he has a good reputation within the greyhound racing industry. The Tribunal is satisfied Mr Handley is unlikely to again breach the Rules. More than 16 months have now passed since these breaches occurred and Mr Handley has not breached any Rule in that time. He has had these matters hanging over his head during that time.

12. The Stewards agree that the circumstances relating to the breach alleged in each charge are at the lower end of any breach.

13. The financial position of Mr Handley is that he is someone who relies on receipt of an aged pension for his income.

14. The penalties imposed in other cases.

PENALTY

15. In all the circumstances, the Tribunal Rules as follows:
16. On Charge 1, Mr Handley’s licence to train greyhounds is suspended for four months. Such suspension is wholly suspended for a period of 12 months pending no further relevant offences during that time.

17. On Charge 2, Mr Handley is fined the sum of $500 which is wholly suspended for a period of 12 months pending no further relevant offences during that time.

18. In addition, Darnum Diesel is disqualified from Race 12 at Warragul on 11 October 2024 and the finishing order is amended accordingly.


Kathleen Scully
Assistant Registrar, Victorian Racing Tribunal
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