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DECISION
GREYHOUND RACING VICTORIA
and
ROHAN GLADMAN
and
HELEN DEAVIN

Date of Hearing:		28 February 2025

Date of Decision:		28 February 2025

Panel:	Judge Marilyn Harbison (Deputy Chairperson), Ms Maree Payne and Ms Danielle Hikri.

[bookmark: _Hlk16238640]Appearances: 	Mr Steven Brnovich, instructed by Mr Anthony Pearce, appeared on behalf of the Stewards.
	Mr Shaun Boag represented Mr Rohan Gladman and Ms Helen Deavin.
	Ms Roslyn Fazulla appeared as a witness.
	Mr Rohan Gladman appeared as a witness.	

Charges:	Greyhounds Australasia Rule (“GAR”) 141(1) states:
	(1) The owner, trainer or other person in charge of a greyhound:
(a) nominated to compete in an Event;
(b) presented for a satisfactory trial or such other trial as provided for by the Rules; or
(c) presented for any test or examination for the purpose of a stand-down period being varied or revoked,
must present the greyhound free of any prohibited substance.

GAR 156(f)(ii) states:
An offence is committed if a person (including an official):

(f) has, in relation to a greyhound or greyhound racing, done something, or omitted to do something, which, in the opinion of a Controlling Body or the Stewards: 
(ii) constitutes misconduct or is negligent or improper;
	
Particulars of charges:	Rohan Gladman
	
	Brief 1
	
	Charge 1: GAR 141(1)

	1. You are, and were at all relevant times, a trainer licensed by Greyhound Racing Victoria and a person bound by the Greyhounds Australasia Rules. 
 
2. You were, at all relevant times, the person in charge of the greyhound “Quilla Reef”.
 
3. Quilla Reef was nominated to compete in Race 6, EUREKA CONCRETE (300+ RANK), Grade 5, conducted by the Ballarat Greyhound Racing Club at Ballarat on 30 September 2023 (the Event). 
 
4. On 30 September 2023, you presented Quilla Reef at the Event not free of any prohibited substance, given that: 

(a) A pre-race sample of urine was taken from Quilla Reef at the Event (the Sample); 

(b) Meloxicam was detected in the Sample.

Charge 2: GAR 156(f)(ii)

1. You are, and were at all relevant times, a trainer licensed by Greyhound Racing Victoria and a person bound by the Greyhounds Australasia Rules. 
 
2. You were, at several intermittent times throughout 2023 and 2024, the trainer of the greyhound “Quilla Reef” (the Greyhound).
 
3. Between 1 February 2023 and 8 July 2024, you caused or allowed the Greyhound to be transferred between another registered trainer, Ms Helen Deavin, and yourself as trainer several times, when in reality and practice, you were primarily responsible for the training of the Greyhound. 

4. By causing or allowing the Greyhound to be repeatedly transferred in and out of your name as trainer during the relevant period:
 
(a) You and/or Ms Helen Deavin received a financial advantage in the form of travel or starters fees and;

(b) You caused or allowed the betting public and the controlling body (GRV) to be misled regarding the identity of the person primarily responsible for the training of the Greyhound.

5. In the opinion of the Stewards, this practice constitutes misconduct and/or is improper.

Brief 2

Charge 1: GAR 141(1)

1. You are, and were at all relevant times, a trainer licensed by Greyhound Racing Victoria and a person bound by the Greyhounds Australasia Rules. 
 
2. You were, at all relevant times, the trainer of the greyhound “Zipping Olaf (NKEDG)”.
 
3. Zipping Olaf (NKEDG) was nominated to compete in Race 2, Sports Bet Green Ticks Final, Grade 5, conducted by the Healesville Greyhound Racing Association at Healesville on 13 March 2024 (the Event). 
 
4. On 13 March, your representative presented Zipping Olaf (NKEDG) at the Event not free of any prohibited substance, given that: 

(a) A post-race sample of urine was taken from Zipping Olaf (NKEDG) at the Event (the Sample);
 
(b) ‘Norpethidine’ was detected.

Helen Deavin

Charge 1: GAR 141(1)

1. You are, and were at all relevant times, a trainer licensed by Greyhound Racing Victoria and a person bound by the Greyhounds Australasia Rules. 
 
2. You were, at the relevant times, the trainer of the greyhound “Quilla Reef”.
 
3. Quilla Reef was nominated to compete in Race 6, EUREKA CONCRETE (300+ RANK), Grade 5, conducted by the Ballarat Greyhound Racing Club at Ballarat on 30 September 2023 (the Event). 
 
4. On 30 September 2023, you presented Quilla Reef at the Event not free of any prohibited substance, given that: 

(a) A pre-race sample of urine was taken from Quilla Reef at the Event (the Sample); 

(b) Meloxicam was detected in the Sample.



Charge 2: GAR 156(f)(ii)

1. You are, and were at all relevant times, a trainer licensed by Greyhound Racing Victoria and a person bound by the Greyhounds Australasia Rules. 
 
2. You were, at several intermittent times throughout 2023 and 2024, the trainer of the greyhound “Quilla Reef” (the Greyhound).
 
3. Between 1 February 2023 and 8 July 2024, you caused or allowed the Greyhound to be transferred between another registered trainer, Mr Rohan Gladman, and yourself as trainer several times, when in reality and practice, registered participant Mr Gladman was primarily responsible for the training of the Greyhound. 

4. By causing or allowing the Greyhound to be repeatedly transferred in and out of your name as trainer during the relevant period: 

(a) You and/or Mr Rohan Gladman received a financial advantage in the form of travel or starters fees and;

(b) You caused or allowed the betting public and the controlling body (GRV) to be misled regarding the identity of the person primarily responsible for the training of the Greyhound.

5. In the opinion of the Stewards, this practice constitutes misconduct and/or is improper.

Pleas: 				Rohan Gladman

Brief 1 – Charges 1 and 2: 	Not Guilty 

Brief 2 – Charge 1: 		Guilty



Helen Deavin

Charge 1:			Guilty

Charge 2:			Not Guilty	


DECISION

1. Ms Helen Deavin and Mr Rohan Gladman are domestic partners. Both are registered public greyhound trainers. They have come before us in relation to three separate matters.

Rohan Gladman: Presentation Charge – “Zipping Olaf”

2. The second brief involves only Mr Gladman. It contains only one charge. It is a presentation charge and relates to a greyhound trained by him named “Zipping Olaf”. 

3. It is alleged that when this greyhound was tested after participating in a race on 13 March 2024 at Healesville, it was found to be positive to a permanently banned prohibited substance named norpethidine.

4. Mr Gladman pleaded guilty to this charge.

5. Mr Gladman could not provide any explanation as to how this substance came to be in this dog, and the Stewards found nothing in his kennels which could provide an explanation for the positive swab.

6. Norpethidine is, as we have pointed out, a permanently banned prohibited substance. It is a form of pethidine which is an opioid used in humans for strong pain relief. There are no veterinary products containing this substance. The effect on a greyhound is to induce an artificially pain free state.

Rohan Gladman and Helen Deavin: Presentation Charge – “Quilla Reef”

7. There is a presentation charge in relation to the greyhound “Quilla Reef”. On each respective brief, there is a presentation charge alleged against both Mr Gladman and Ms Deavin. 

8. It is alleged that when this dog was tested before the race in which it was nominated to compete at Ballarat on 30 September 2023, it tested positive to the prohibited substance meloxicam.

9. When interviewed, neither Mr Gladman or Ms Deavin could understand how this substance came to be present in this dog, and there was nothing found by the Stewards when the kennels were inspected which could provide an explanation for the positive swab.

10. Mr Gladman has suggested that the dog may have been cross contaminated by three dogs which were kennelled with it in the 72 hours before the race, two of which had been treated with meloxicam. The dogs had urinated in the same area as Quilla Reef. 

11. At the time of the race, Ms Deavin was the registered trainer of this dog. She has pleaded Guilty to this charge.

12. Mr Gladman has pleaded Not Guilty to this charge. He concedes that the dog was found with meloxicam in its system prior to the race. The grounds for his Not Guilty plea are that he says that he cannot be charged with this offence as at the time he was neither the owner nor the trainer. The Stewards submit that the grounds for the charge is that at the time of the race, he was the person in charge of the dog. The Stewards point out that the wording of the offence is as follows: - 

“The owner, trainer or other person in charge of a greyhound – must present the greyhound free of any prohibited substance”.

13. Mr Gladman says that it is not appropriate for both himself and Ms Deavin to be charged in relation to the same circumstances. He has not heard of it happening before.

Rohan Gladman Finding: Presentation Charge – “Quilla Reef” 

14. It is clear from Mr Gladman’s responses in the Inquiry of 5 January 2024 that he has implicitly accepted that he was the person responsible for Quilla Reef.

15. Mr Gladman told the Stewards that a registered kennel attendant named Mr Michael Meyer transported, kennelled and handled Quilla Reef at the track at Ballarat on the race day. He said that he had engaged Mr Meyer to do so because “I had dogs in consecutive races, and I just needed a hand”. He took over from Mr Meyer when he was free to do so.

16. We are comfortably satisfied from the evidence that Mr Gladman was, at the time of the race, a person in charge of the dog Quilla Reef. We do not consider that there is any impediment to the Stewards laying a charge against both the trainer and the person in charge of the dog in respect of the same race.

17. We therefore find this charge proven against Mr Gladman.

Rohan Gladman and Helen Deavin: Misconduct Charges

18. Upon investigating these presentation offences, it came to the attention of the Stewards that there had been many changes in the FastTrack records of Quilla Reef. This dog appears to have come into Mr Gladman’s care as speller on 1 February 2023. It was then registered to him as trainer from 1 February 2023 to 19 February 2023. It was then transferred to Ms Deavin as trainer from 19 February 2023 to 20 February 2023.

19. On the next day, 20 February 2023, the greyhound was transferred back to Mr Gladman until 19 April 2023. This pattern continued from that time until 8 July 2024. We will not identify each one of these changes of trainer ship in these reasons and ask you refer to the table in Appendix 1. The table shows an extraordinary pattern of constant transfer between Mr Gladman and Ms Deavin in relation to this dog. Each of the transfers was affected by Mr Gladman via FastTrack.

20. The Stewards say that the only possible reason for this transfer was a financial one. The Stewards say that at all times Mr Gladman was in reality and in practice primarily responsible for the training of the greyhound and that it was transferred in and out of each of Ms Deavin and Mr Gladman’s name in order to receive a financial advantage in the form of travel or starters fees.

21. Ms Roslyn Fazulla, Deputy Chief Steward at Greyhound Racing Victoria (“GRV”), has given evidence that the effect of the transfer would have been to allow both Mr Gladman and Ms Deavin to claim travel or starters fees in relation to the dog which would not have been available if the dog had stayed in one of their names.

22. Her evidence was that a $70 travel fee is paid to each trainer regardless of the number of greyhounds presented by that trainer at any one race meeting. The further $20 starters fee is paid for each greyhound presented to race. Therefore, if two greyhounds were racing on the same day who were registered to Mr Gladman, he would be paid $110 in total payments for the day being $70 travel fee and two $20 starters fees. However, if at the same race meeting one greyhound was registered with Ms Deavin as trainer and the other with Mr Gladman as trainer, they would be paid a total of $180 for the same two greyhounds to race, being two $70 travel fees and two $20 starter fees. 

23. The Stewards argue that there was no other possible reason for the multiple transfers between the couple.

24. The Stewards say that as well as receiving this financial advantage, the arrangement had the result that Mr Gladman and Ms Deavin caused or allowed the betting public and GRV to be misled regarding the identity of the person primarily responsible for the training of the greyhound – that is, that at all times in reality Mr Gladman was the trainer and person in whose care the greyhounds were. They say that the evidence shows that Ms Deavin had no significant involvement with the training of the dog.

25. In all the circumstances, the Stewards say that this practice constitutes misconduct and is improper. Both have therefore been charged with the offence of misconduct under Rule 156(f)(ii) which provides that an offence is committed if a person has, in relation to a greyhound or greyhound racing, done something which constitutes misconduct or is negligent or improper.

26. The Stewards held a Preliminary Inquiry on 15 January 2024 at which both Mr Gladman and Ms Deavin were present. 

27. We note at the outset when considering the answers given by each to questions posed at this Inquiry that, at the time, Mr Gladman had been a registered owner, public trainer and breeder since approximately 2011, a period of 13 years. Ms Deavin had been a trainer for only two years. Generally, during that interview when questions were asked in relation to the dog, it was Mr Gladman who provided information. Ms Deavin’s answers to questions appeared to indicate that it was Mr Gladman who principally trained the dog. For instance, she spoke of him as being “pretty much in charge of the dog and the racing and the training and everything anyway, so yeah, so really I didn't really think too much about it but yeah it was all so much up to Rohan really”.

28. At a later point during the interview, she is asked whether she would agree that Mr Gladman is predominantly the person in charge of training the greyhound and whether she agreed with what he had put forward as to likely source of the meloxicam and she responded “yes, it is him after all”.

29. When Mr Gladman was asked about the arrangement, he said “we just flipflop”, adding that it was “mainly just appearance money” which prompted the transfers.

30. Mr Gladman denied that this was the case when he gave evidence before us, but was unable to give any other satisfactory reason for the transfers, other than a vague suggestion that he may have been going away on one occasion when his father was ill, or absent for some unspecified work purposes.

31. Ms Deavin did not give any evidence before us.

Finding: Misconduct Charges

32. In assessing this charge, it is important to focus on the purpose of the transfer of the dog between these two trainers. It is true, as Mr Gladman pointed out to us, that Ms Deavin is a registered trainer and is perfectly entitled to hold dogs in her name. She is also perfectly entitled to have dogs transferred to her from Mr Gladman. In this sense neither Mr Gladman nor Ms Deavin have broken any of the Rules of racing. However, we are comfortably satisfied from the evidence before us that these multiple transfers did not reflect reality. The evidence shows that Ms Deavin was not actually training the dog on any of these occasions. We agree that the evidence is equivocal as to whether a financial advantage was incurred on each of the occasions on which the transfer was made. The Stewards have not proved this to our satisfaction. The dates of transfer do not precisely correlate with the dates of races in which the dog was entered. 

33. Further, the owner of the dog, Mr Boag, told us that he was not misled at any time, and we accept that this is so.

34. However, both GRV and the betting public were certainly misled by these frequent transfers of ownership between the person who was actually training the dog, but by effecting the transfer was pretending not to be doing so, and the person who was, by her acquiescence in the transfers, simply pretending to be training the dog. We find that Mr Gladman was, at the time of these offences, the actual trainer of the dog and that any involvement of Ms Deavin in its training was peripheral.


35. It is no defence to say that this practise is widespread throughout the industry. If that is so, then it must be stopped, as it is a deception to GRV and the betting public

36. The charge is therefore proven against both Mr Gladman and Ms Deavin. We note that we do not find that these transfers occurred for financial advantage. The Stewards did not provide sufficient evidence in this regard and therefore, we do not find that element of the charge proven.

PENALTY

37. We regard each of the presentation charges in relation to Quilla Reef as being at the lower end of the scale for charges of this type.
38. We regard the charge of misconduct as being clearly the most serious charge. It is of great importance that the records hold on FastTrack are accurate, both to allow effective supervision by GRV of the trainer, and for the betting public. 

39. As to the charge of presentation of meloxicam, we accept that this is the first presentation charge against either party. Both have excellent records. Mr Gladman in particular has been a trainer for a long time and is scrupulous in his care of his dogs.

40. Photos of the kennels were presented to us by the Stewards, and we consider them to be some of the cleanest and most well maintained kennels we have seen.

41. We accept also that the dogs have not been fed knackery meat, and that the most likely manner of contamination was through Mr Gladman having unknowingly allowed Quilla Reef to use the same yard for urination as two other dogs belonging to an acquaintance whose dogs were on knackery meat, and being medicated with meloxicam.

42. The norpethidine presentation offence is in a different category, as it involves the ingestion of a permanently banned prohibited substance. Once again, we are satisfied that Mr Gladman had no involvement with this contamination, and we accept that he genuinely has no idea as to how it came about. The presence of this substance in his dog is however very concerning and this concern must be reflected in the penalty.

43. As to the misconduct charges, we accept that the offences did not actually impact the outcome of any of the races in which the dog participated. We note also that Mr Gladman will suffer a potential loss of income because of the periods of disqualification which we will impose today. We note his previous good record in the industry, and the evidence of Mr Boag as to his love of and care for the dogs he trains.

44. We accept that there may have been a degree of confusion as to whether the practice engaged in was a breach of the Rules and have modified the sentence that we would otherwise have imposed to take this into account. We would expect that the Stewards would conduct an education program within the greyhound community to make sure all trainers understand their responsibility to ensure that FastTrack records are an accurate reflection of the identity of each dog’s actual trainer. This will mean that any future conduct of this nature dealt with by this Tribunal will not attract the same forbearance in sentencing that we have applied today.

45. In respect of Mr Gladman, the penalty we impose in respect of the presentation offence involving Zipping Olaf is as follows: - 

Nine months disqualification, with three months suspended for 12 months pending no further relevant offences during that time. 

46. In respect of Mr Gladman, the penalty we impose in relation to the presentation offence involving Quilla Reef is as follows: - 

$1,500 fine with $1,000 suspended for 12 months pending no further relevant offences during that time.

47.  In respect of Mr Gladman, the penalty we impose in respect of the misconduct offence is as follows: -

$1,000 fine and three months disqualification. The financial penalty imposed for this offence is cumulative on the penalty imposed in respect of the presentation offence relating to Quilla Reef and the disqualification period is cumulative on the penalty imposed for the presentation offence involving Zipping Olaf.

48. This leaves Mr Gladman with an effective penalty of 12 months disqualification, with three months suspended for 12 months pending no further relevant offences during that time.  The effective nine month disqualification is to commence immediately. There is also a fine of $2,500, with $1,000 suspended for 12 months pending no further relevant offences during that time. 

49. In respect of Ms Deavin, the penalty we impose in respect of the presentation offence involving Quilla Reef is as follows: -

$1,500 fine with $1,000 suspended for 12 months pending no further relevant offences during that time.

50. In respect of Ms Deavin, the penalty we impose in relation to the misconduct charge is as follows: -

$1,000 fine and three months disqualification. The financial penalty imposed for this offence is cumulative on the penalty imposed in respect of the presentation offence.

51. This leaves Ms Deavin with an effective penalty of three months disqualification, to commence immediately, and a fine of $2,500, with $1,000 suspended for 12 months pending no further relevant offences during that time.  

52. In addition, Quilla Reef is disqualified from Race 6 at Ballarat on 30 September 2023 and Zipping Olaf is disqualified from Race 2 at Healesville on 13 March 2024. In both instances, the finishing order is amended accordingly. 


Kathleen Scully
Assistant Registrar, Victorian Racing Tribunal
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APPENDIX 1: TRAINER HISTORY – “QUILLA REEF”
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GREYHOUND RACING VICTORIA

QUILLA REEF

Trainer History

FASTTRACK

ROHAN GLADMAN (Ballarat) 0810712024

ROHAN GLADMAN (Balarat) 0810712024 0810712024
HELEN DEAVIN (Ballarat ) 0810712024 0810712024
HELEN DEAVIN (Ballaral ) 3010612024 0810712024
ROHAN GLADMAN (Balarat) 1910612024 3010612024
HELEN DEAVIN (Ballarat ) 15/0612024 191062024
ROHAN GLADMAN (Ballarat) 1210612024 15/06/2024
HELEN DEAVIN (Ballarat ) 0310512024 121062024
ROHAN GLADMAN (Balarat) 0510412024 0310512024
HELEN DEAVIN (Ballarat 2510312024 0510412024
ROHAN GLADMAN (Ballarat) 15/0312024 2510312024
HELEN DEAVIN (Ballaral) 1210112024 15/03/2024
ROHAN GLADMAN (Ballarat) 01/01/2024 1210172024
HELEN DEAVIN (Ballarat ) 20/12/2023 0110112024
ROHAN GLADMAN (Balarat) 290/1112023 2011212023
ROHAN GLADMAN (Balarat) 2511012023 211172023
HELEN DEAVIN (Ballarat ) 2810812023 2511012023
ROHAN GLADMAN (Ballarat) 06105/2023 0810512023
HELEN DEAVIN (Balarat ) 1910412023 060512023
ROHAN GLADMAN (Balarat) 20002/2023 19/042023
HELEN DEAVIN (Ballarat ) 1910212023 2010212023
ROHAN GLADMAN (Ballarat) 01/02/2023 1910212023
ROSS BOAG (Smythes Creek) 1410172023 01/02/2023
ANDREA CHAPPLE (EXFORD). 0510712022 141012023
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