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DECISION
RACING VICTORIA
and
SHAUN COOPER


Date of hearing:		5 March 2026 

Date of decision:		5 March 2026 

Panel:	Judge Marilyn Harbison (Deputy Chairperson) and Mr Des Gleeson. 

[bookmark: _Hlk16238640]Appearances: 	Mr Reece Wheeler appeared on behalf of the Stewards.
	Mr Shaun Cooper represented himself.          
	
Charge:	Australian Rule of Racing (“AR”) 131(a) states:
	A rider must not, in the opinion of the Stewards:
(a) engage in careless, reckless, improper, incompetent or foul riding. 

Particulars of charge:	Rider Shaun Cooper (The Village Fox) pleaded guilty to a charge of careless riding under the provisions of AR 131(a), in that approaching the 150 metres, he permitted his mount to shift out from behind Sierra Sun when insufficiently clear of Indian Hills, bumping that mare, which became unbalanced and was checked. Rider Shaun Cooper had his licence to ride in picnic races suspended for 3 race meetings, with the period to commence on Sunday 1 March 2026 and expire on Saturday 14 March 2026. Accordingly, Shaun Cooper will be able to return to ride on Sunday 15 March 2026. In assessing penalty, account was taken of his guilty plea, record and that the incident was in the mid-range.

Plea: 				Guilty 


DECISION

1. Mr Shaun Cooper is a licensed jockey. On 28 February 2026 he was brought before the Stewards on a charge pursuant to  Australian Rule of Racing (“AR”)  131(a), that during Race 6 at Woolamai, he engaged in careless riding, in that he permitted his mount, “The Village Fox”, to shift out from behind the horse in front of him when passing the 150 metre mark when not sufficiently clear of the horse behind him. The horse behind him was Indian Hills, ridden by Mr Leigh Taylor.

2. It was alleged by the Stewards that by making that shift, Mr Taylor was bumped on the shoulder, resulting in the horse which he was riding becoming unbalanced and having to be checked.

3. Mr Cooper pleaded guilty to that charge before the Stewards and pleads guilty on this appeal.

4. The Stewards imposed a penalty of three meetings suspension. The Stewards characterised the offending as being in the mid-range given that, at the time of the manoeuvre, Mr Cooper appeared to be approximately three quarters of a length from Mr Taylor’s mount, the legs of both horses appearing almost intertwined, and recognising the clear danger that this presented to each jockey.

5. Mr Cooper appeals the severity of that sentence. On rewatching the footage, he was of the view that the film showed the lead horse unexpectedly shifting in to close the gap which would otherwise have been safe, and Mr Taylor’s horse also shifting in from the other side. He submitted that the offending, whilst clearly causing interference, should thus be seen as low-range and a penalty of three meetings unjustified.

6. We have watched the video race footage several times. Our view is that Mr Taylor kept a straight course before the interference. Mr Taylor gave evidence before the Stewards that this was so, and Mr Cooper initially agreed with this assessment.

7. We agree that the lead shifted in slightly, but this happened after the interference, not before it. Overall, it appeared to us that by attempting to execute this manoeuvre, Mr Cooper put Mr Taylor into an awkward position and created a potentially dangerous situation.

8. Given these matters we agree that the riding was at least in the mid-range of seriousness.

9. Further, given that Mr Cooper has engaged in careless riding on two prior occasions, we are of the view that the penalty of three meetings suspension is appropriate.

10. In all the circumstances, the appeal is dismissed.


Mark Howard
Registrar, Victorian Racing Tribunal
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