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24 March 2026

DECISION
RACING VICTORIA
and
TRAVIS DOUDLE


Date of hearing:	17 March 2026

Date of decision:	17 March 2026

Panel:	Judge Kathryn Kings (Deputy Chairperson), Dr Andrew Gould and Ms Danielle Hikri.    

[bookmark: _Hlk16238640]Appearances: 	Ms Annabel MacDonald, instructed by Mr Marwan El-Asmar, appeared on behalf of the Stewards.
Mr Travis Doudle represented himself.        
		
Charge:	Australian Rule of Racing(“AR”) 240(2) states:
[bookmark: _Hlk173834904](2) Subject to subrule (3), if a horse is brought to a racecourse for the purpose of participating in a race and a prohibited substance on Prohibited List A and/or Prohibited List B is detected in a sample taken from the horse prior to or following its running in any race, the trainer and any other person who was in charge of the horse at any relevant time breaches these Australian Rules.

[bookmark: _Hlk173835515]Particulars of charge:	1. You are, and were at all relevant times:

(a) a trainer licenced by Racing South Australia;
(b) a visiting trainer in Victoria; and
(c) bound by the Rules of Racing of Racing Victoria.

2. You were, at all relevant times, the trainers of ‘Empirestateofmind’ (the Horse).

3. On 25 May 2025, the Horse was brought to the Mildura Racecousre and ran in Race 3, the ‘Mildura Volkswagon Amarok Maiden Plate’, over 2000 metres (the Race).

4. On 25 May 2025, after the Race, a urine sample (R035768) was taken from the Horse (the Sample). 

5. An analysis of the Sample detected the presence of Salicylic Acid at a concentration in excess of 750 milligrams per litre. 

6. Salicylic Acid at a concentration in excess of 750 milligrams per litre is a prohibited substance pursuant to Division 3 of Part 2 of Schedule 1 (Prohibited list B) of the Australian Rules of Racing.

 Plea: 	Guilty


DECISION
1. Mr Travis Doudle is a trainer licensed with Racing South Australia and a visiting trainer in Victoria. He is bound by the Australian Rules of Racing (“AR”).  

2. At the time of the race, he was the trainer of the horse, “Empirestateofmind”. On 25 May 2025, the horse was brought to Mildura Racecourse and competed in Race 3, the Mildura Volkswagen Amorak Maiden Plate over 2,000 metres. The horse finished first. On 25 May 2025, a post-race urine sample was taken from the horse. An analysis of the sample detected the presence of salicylic acid at a concentration in excess of 750 milligrams per litre. Salicylic acid at a concentration in excess of 750 milligrams is a prohibited substance pursuant to Division 3 of Part 2 of Schedule 1 (Prohibited List B) of the Rules.

3. Mr Doudle was charged with breaching AR 240(2) constituting a serious offence pursuant to section 7(3) of the Rules of Racing.

4. Mr Doudle pleaded guilty at the earliest opportunity.

5. In imposing a penalty, we take into account Mr Doudle’s early guilty plea, his cooperation with Stewards, his excellent record and the importance of maintaining a level playing field by having a drug free industry. We take into account penalties in like matters. We note that this is Mr Doudle’s first related offence having been in the industry for in excess of 25 years.
6. We accept the submissions of the Stewards in relation to penalty. In all the circumstances, we impose a fine of $4,000. In addition, Empirestateofmind is disqualified from Race 3 at Mildura on 25 May 2025 and the finishing order is amended accordingly.


Mark Howard
Registrar, Victorian Racing Tribunal
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