STATUTORY RULES 20252026
S.R. No.
Building Act 1993
Plumbing Amendment (Water Efficiency) Regulations 20252026
The Governor in Council makes the following Regulations:
Dated:
Responsible Minister: 
Harriet Shing, Minister for Housing and Building

[bookmark: _Toc185261949]1  Objective 
The objective of these Regulations is to amend the Plumbing Regulations 2018 to prescribe minimum requirements for water efficiency for certain fixtures and fittings of buildings.
[bookmark: _Toc185261950]2  Authorising provisions
These Regulations are made under sections 221ZZZV and 262 of the Building Act 1993. 
[bookmark: _Toc185261951]3  Principal Regulations
In these Regulations, the Plumbing Regulations 2018 are called the Principal Regulations.
[bookmark: _Toc185261952]4  Commencement 
These Regulations come into operation on [to be confirmed]. 
[bookmark: _Toc185261953]5  Definitions
In regulation 5 of the Principal Regulations—
(a) 	insert the following definition–
"WELS scheme has the same meaning as in the Water Efficiency Labelling and Standards Act 2005";
(b)	for the definition of water efficient shower head substitute—
"water efficient shower head means a shower head with a WELS scheme water efficiency rating of 4 stars or greater;"; 
(c)	in the definition of water supply work, for "regulation 30." substitute "regulation 30;”.
[bookmark: _Toc185261956]8  New Subdivision 1 heading inserted in Division 7 of Schedule 2
After the heading to Division 7 of Schedule 2 to the Principal Regulations insert—
"Subdivision 1—Cooling towers".
[bookmark: _Toc185261957]9  New Subdivision 2 of Division 7 of Schedule 2 inserted
After clause 7 of Schedule 2 to the Principal Regulations insert—
"Subdivision 2 —Water efficiency requirements—water supply services
7A  Application
This Subdivision applies despite any provision to the contrary in the PCA. 
7B  Water efficiency requirements—water supply services 
(1) For the purposes of regulation 31, the following standards apply to water supply work that is the installation of a water service in a building—
(a) a WELS scheme water efficiency rating of 4 stars or greater for the following—
(i) a tap for a kitchen sink; 
(ii) a tap for a laundry trough;
(iii) a shower head;
(iv) a cistern or flushing valve connected to a water closet, other than a vacuum water closet pan;
(b) a WELS scheme water efficiency rating of 5 stars or greater for the following—
(i) a tap for a bathroom basin in a Class 1 building or Class 2 building;
(ii) a cistern or flushing valve connected to a urinal;
(c) a WELS scheme water efficiency rating of 6 stars or greater for a tap for a bathroom basin in a building other than a Class 1 or Class 2 building.
7C  Water services—exceptions for existing buildings
(1) A requirement specified in clause 7B in relation to a water service does not apply to a part of a water service in an existing building if—
(a) the requirement cannot be complied with because of the age, nature or structure of that part of the water service; or
(b) complying with the requirement would impair the effective operation of the water service in the building.
(2) A part in a water service that is exempt from a requirement in clause 7B because of the application of subclause (1) must have —
(a) a WELS scheme water efficiency rating of 3 stars or greater; and
(b) the highest WELS scheme water efficiency rating that can be used for that part in that water supply service while still enabling the water supply service to operate effectively. 
[bookmark: _Toc185261958]10  Clause 8 revoked and New Subdivision 3 of Division 7 of Schedule 2 inserted
For clause 8 of Schedule 2 to the Principal Regulations substitute—
"Subdivision 3—standards for  rainwater tanks 
8  Application
This Subdivision applies despite any provision to the contrary in the PCA.
8A  Standards where rainwater tank installed—interchange device
(1) This clause applies if a reticulated water supply from a network utility operator is connected, or proposed to be connected, to a building where a rainwater tank is installed as a water service for the building.
(2) An automatic or manual interchange device that allows alternate use of water from the rainwater tank or the reticulated water supply must be installed to ensure that there is a continual supply of water to the building. 
[bookmark: _Toc185261959]11  New Subdivision 4 heading inserted in Division 7 of Schedule 2
Before clause 12 of Schedule 2 to the Principal Regulations insert—
"Subdivision 4—Standards relating to water closets".
[bookmark: _Toc7765795]═════════════

[bookmark: _Toc185261960]
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Endnotes
1 Reg 4: S.R. No. 149/2018 as amended by S.R. Nos. 149/2018, 41/2019, 122/2022, 102/2023, 122/2023 and 2/2024. 
