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DECISION
RACING VICTORIA
and
DEAN PARKER


Date of hearing:		31 March 2026 

Date of decision:		31 March 2026 

Panel:	Judge Paul Lacava (Deputy Chairperson) and Mr Des Gleeson. 

[bookmark: _Hlk16238640]Appearances: 	Mr James Hitchcock appeared on behalf of the Stewards.
	Mr Dean Parker represented himself.           
	
Charge:	Australian Rule of Racing (“AR”) 131(a) states:
	A rider must not, in the opinion of the Stewards:
(a) engage in careless, reckless, improper, incompetent or foul riding. 

Particulars of charge:	Dean Parker (Golden Garden) - Pleaded guilty to a charge of careless riding under the provisions of AR131(a), that near the 300m he made insufficient effort to prevent his mount from shifting in resulting in Count Zero (NZ) being taken in and tightening the running of The Mighty Spar (NZ) which was eased out across the heels of Count Zero and Golden Garden. Dean Parker had his licence to ride in races suspended for a total of 2 highweight/jumps races, with the period to commence on 27 March 2026 and to expire after the second highweight / jumps race at Hamilton on 7 April 2026. In assessing penalty Stewards deemed the incident to be in the low range and took into account his guilty plea and record.

Plea: 				Not Guilty 


DECISION

1. Mr Dean Parker appeals a decision of the Stewards at Warrnambool on 26 March 2026, which found a charge of careless riding to be sustained. The Stewards suspended the appellant from riding in two high weight jumping races. When faced with the charge before the Stewards, the appellant pleaded guilty to the charge. Before this Tribunal, he pleaded not guilty to the charge. The Tribunal proceeded on that basis.

2. When the appeal was heard, the Tribunal announced that it was comfortably satisfied, on the balance of probabilities, that the evidence presented by the Stewards sustained the charge and, that the appeal would be dismissed. The Tribunal also announced that the decision of the Stewards at Warrnambool on 26 March 2026 to suspend the appellant from riding in two high weight jumping races is affirmed. The Tribunal said it would publish reasons for its decision. These are those reasons. 

3. The charge concerns the appellant’s riding of his mount in Race 3 at Warrnambool on the day in question. Race 3 was a steeple chase over several jumps. The charge concerns what occurred after the horses concerned had jumped the last hurdle then turned left towards the finishing post.

4. The Stewards relied upon the evidence given by jockey, Mr Steven Pateman, to their Inquiry which commenced immediately after Race 3. The Tribunal had this evidence before it in the form of transcript. At transcript page 6, line 5, Mr Pateman said he had to stop riding his mount and peel off to the right when Mr Harts mount moved in on him. Mr Hart in turn said that the appellant’s mount, “Golden Garden”, kept shifting across onto the rail “on top of me as well, which had tightened me up for room.

5. The appellant told the Stewards that his mount was tired and did not jump the last jump on a good line.  He said, “but he was tired and I was – I was trying to hold him – hold him – hold him off the first one on the inside, but he was just hard on it”.

6. The Tribunal accepts and acts upon the evidence of the riders given to the Inquiry. Before the Tribunal, the appellant said his mount was inclined to lay in. The Tribunal also accepts that evidence.

7. The Tribunal has had the benefit of viewing the video of the race taken from different angles. The videos clearly confirm the evidence given by the various riders. The appellants’ mount can clearly be seen to drift in near the 300 metre mark, and after clearing the last jump and as a result “Count Zero”, ridden by Mr Jordan Hart, can be seen to be taken in and into “Mighty Star”, ridden by Mr Steven Pateman, which was tightened for room and had to be restrained in its run.

8. The charge of careless riding asserts a failure by the appellant to take sufficient steps to prevent the interference to Count Zero and, thereafter Mighty Star.  The video shows that, whilst the appellant may have been trying to hold his mount, at no stage did he stop riding his mount and attempt to straighten it up and prevent interference. As a jockey, that was his obligation and, in the opinion of the Tribunal, his failure to do so was, in all the circumstances here, careless riding.  

9. Accordingly, the charge of careless riding brought against the appellant was proven. The Tribunal agrees with the Stewards that this was a low range occurrence of careless riding.

PENALTY

10. As to penalty, although the appellant had received the benefit of a reduction to penalty for having pleaded guilty before the Stewards, the Tribunal was of the opinion it should not interfere with the penalty imposed by the Stewards.

11. The appeal as to penalty is dismissed. 

12. The decision of the Stewards at Warrnambool on 26 March 2026 affirmed.


Mark Howard
Registrar, Victorian Racing Tribunal
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