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DECISION
RACING VICTORIA
and
PATRICK MOLONEY


Date of hearing:		8 April 2026 

Date of decision:		8 April 2026 

Panel:	Magistrate Peter Reardon (Chairperson) and Mr Des Gleeson. 

[bookmark: _Hlk16238640]Appearances: 	Mr Corie Waller appeared on behalf of the Stewards.
	Mr Patrick Moloney represented himself.           
	
Charge:	Australian Rule of Racing (“AR”) 131(a) states:
	A rider must not, in the opinion of the Stewards:
(a) engage in careless, reckless, improper, incompetent or foul riding. 

Particulars of charge:	Rider Patrick Moloney (Philosopher) pleaded guilty to a charge of careless riding under the provisions of AR 131(a), in that passing the 200m he permitted his mount to shift out, making contact with Johnny Rocker, which resulted in that runner being taken out into the running of Perilous Fighter, which had to be checked to avoid the heels of Johnny Rocker. P Moloney had his licence to ride in races suspended for a total of 9 race meetings, with the period to commence on Sunday 5 April 2026 and expire on Saturday 11 April 2026. Accordingly, P Moloney will be able to return to ride on Sunday 12 April 2026. In assessing penalty, Stewards took into account his excellent record, with his last suspension being in November 2022, his guilty plea and that the incident was in the mid-range.

Plea: 				Guilty 


DECISION

1. Mr Patrick Moloney, at all relevant times, was a jockey licensed with Racing Victoria (“RV”) and a person bound by the Australian Rules of Racing (“AR”).

2. On 3 April 2026, Mr Moloney was engaged to ride “Philosopher” over 1,100 metres in Race 7 at Ballarat. 

3. Philosopher finished fourth in that race. After the race, RV Stewards charged Mr Moloney with carless riding pursuant to AR 131(a).

4. The Stewards specified that the careless riding occurred in the passing or near the 200 metre mark where Mr Moloney permitted his mount to shift out, making contact with “Johnny Rocker”, ridden by Mr Jett Stanley. This resulted in the horse, “Perilous Fighter”, ridden by Mr Luke Cartwright, having to be checked to avoid the heels of Johnny Rocker.

5. Mr Moloney pleaded guilty to the charge. The Stewards imposed a nine meeting suspension, with the suspension to commence on 5 April 2026 and expire on 11 April 2026. This would allow Mr Moloney to resume riding on 12 April 2026.

6. The Stewards categorised the carelessness as mid-range. A suspension for mid-range carelessness would normally result in a suspension starting at 14 meetings. However, a discount of five meetings was applied in this instance: two meetings for a plea of guilty and three further meetings due to Mr Moloney’s good riding record. 

7. Mr Moloney has appealed against the severity of the penalty. e dHe did not seek a stay of the suspension.

8. The Stewards have conceded that Mr Moloney has not had a suspension since the 2022 Melbourne Cup, almost three and a half years ago. However, there have been a number of reprimands on his record generally since then. Nevertheless, it is conceded to be a very good riding record having gone so long without a suspension.

9. The Stewards submitted that the discount of two meetings for a plea of guilty is standard and a discount of three race meetings for a good riding record is a very good discount and greater than normally given.

10. Mr Moloney, representing himself, disagrees with only a three meeting discount for an “exemplary” riding record. 

11. He stated that he pleaded guilty straight away with the Stewards and was cooperative with them. Mr Moloney stated that, prior to the incident, his mount was racing three back on the fence and improving well into the race. There was an option for him to move out and improve. In doing so, he put some pressure on Johnny Rocker and maybe brushed it. Johnny Rocker has then overreacted, bringing that horse into the path of Perilous Fighter, causing Mr Cartwright to ease but not check his mount. 

12. Mr Moloney does not deny that he shifted out, causing interference to Mr Cartwright’s mount. However, he states there were contributing circumstances that caused Perilous Fighter to lose its running. He admitted “its fraught with danger moving and shifting a horse” but he only shifted out one, but the horse overreacted, giving nearly two horses. He corrected his mount after the incident and stated he was not a careless rider.

13. Mr Moloney stated that his record is probably the best out of all the jockeys in Victoria. He only overstepped the mark a “touch”. He has stated that a nine meeting suspension does not allow him to ride on 11 April 2026, and he wanted to be back riding by then. He considered the suspension to be unfair and what was the point of having a good record. Top jockeys, like Mr James McDonald and Mr Mark Zahra, get suspended every third week, whereas he rides every single day and can only receive a discount of three race meetings off. He referred to Mr Darren Gauci getting off a whole charge for a low grade offence. Therefore, he should have received a better discount for his good record. 

14. The reality is that Mr Moloney wants to get his suspension reduced by one meeting to allow him to ride on 11 April 2026. The reasons being, as stated above, but again repeated, are:

(a) An early guilty plea;

(b) Contributing factors, namely Perilous Fighter overreacting to this incident; and

(c) His excellent record overall, including having had no suspension for over three years.

15. The Tribunal accepts that the plea of guilty was entered at the earliest possible stage. 

16. Mr Moloney has an excellent riding history with no suspensions for this offence, or any other offence, for well over three years. However, the Tribunal notes that Mr Moloney has received 10 reprimands or severe reprimands for careless riding since November 2022.
17. The Tribunal must also consider the incident itself and the possible consequences of racing incidents that take place like this. This incident occurred about 200 metres from the finish when horses ridden by jockeys are racing their hardest. It might be viewed as potentially a most hazardous place to shift your mount out, especially without being fully aware of what is happening around you. Mr Moloney conceded that Mr Cartwright’s horse was in his blind spot at the time. 

18. The welfare and safety of jockeys and horses are of paramount importance to the racing industry. In the urgency of winning, jockeys must still be aware of their obligations regarding the Rules of racing and not cause unnecessary interference. The shifting out of a horse, even to a slight degree, could have serious consequences for both jockey and horse if not sufficiently clear. All jockeys and connections want to win, particularly in an important race, such as this where significant prize money is at stake. The riding was careless and it is fortunate that no jockey or horse was injured as a result.

19. The Tribunal considers that the carelessness was significant and clearly a mid-range offence. Mr Moloney’s mount had nowhere to go without making contact with Johnny Rocker and it was a significant bump made with that horse, not brushing. 

20. Mr Moloney has an excellent record, but he does have a number of severe reprimands for careless riding. The Tribunal does not know the circumstances of these offences. To receive severe reprimands mean his riding must have caused some interference, albeit low grade. 

21. The nine meeting suspension imposed by the Stewards seems to the Tribunal to be a just and reasonable penalty in all the circumstances. 

22. The Tribunal has reached a determination that the discount of two race meetings for a guilty plea and three race meetings for his good record is an appropriate penalty in all the circumstances.

23. Accordingly, the appeal against the severity of the penalty imposed by the Stewards is dismissed. The penalty imposed by the Stewards on 3 April 2026 is affirmed.  


Kathleen Scully
Assistant Registrar, Victorian Racing Tribunal
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